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Abstract

National identity is considered one of the most significant, legitimate, and
encompassing forms of social and collective identity, to the extent that it guides a
collective “we” that is affiliated with and committed to symbols such as territory,
history, language, religion, state, and national literature. Among its constitutive
elements, collective awareness, shared mental experiences, and the beliefs of the
people play a highly influential role in forming an image of the nation as a unified
whole within a gradual and purposeful process that stabilizes and sustains the
trajectory of nations. Among contemporary approaches to identity studies is the
soft-technology approach to national identity. Soft technology, in contrast to hard
technology, functions as a problem-solving instrument and a specific method for
accomplishing tasks. Its “soft” characteristic refers to its software-based, cultural,
and human dimensions. Within this framework, national identity is understood as a
process of “identity construction” and as the development and deepening of
identity. Given the important role of the leadership of the Islamic Republic of Iran
in preserving and deepening national identity in the context of global
communications and the widespread circulation of information, the main question
of this article is: From the perspective of Ayatollah Khamenei, what are the
principles for enhancing the national identity of Iranians within a soft-technology
approach? The principal hypothesis of this article, grounded in the conceptual
framework of national identity and employing an interpretive paradigm and
qualitative method with an interpreter-centered analytical model, posits that
enhancing Iranian national identity through a soft-technology approach from
Ayatollah Khamenei’s perspective entails an inspiring vision based on belief in the
greatness of the Iranian nation and the strength of the country; attention to the
cultural and civilizational wealth of Islamic Iran; emphasis on power and scientific
advancement; adherence to the Imam and the principles of the Islamic Republic;
perseverance, unity, and internal cohesion; as well as drawing upon culture, the
Persian language, cultural luminaries, and exemplary Iranian heroic and influential
figures within the broader context of Iranian soft power.
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