u/u/-l,;u'/!‘ U/U/"{,(f/"

49 Quarterly Journal of Strategic Studies of the Islamic Revolution +
$ g Vol. 3, No. 3, Issue. (11), Autumn 2025 $ 0
4

| |

4

sl P, ZA P 4 Received: 2025/04/07 Accepted: 2025/08/02 .12 e T AT P B s

The Role of Ayatollah Khamenei in the Sacred Defense (With
Emphasis on the Utilization of Tehran Friday Prayer)

Sayyed Amin Hejazi
PhD student in International Relations, Allameh Tabatabaei University, Tehran, Iran.

aminhejazi30@gmail.com 0000-0000-0000-0000

Abstract

Friday Prayer, as a comprehensive institution and a distinct Islamic medium,
represents one of the sources of soft power within the Islamic system and has
exerted influence during various periods of the Islamic Revolution, including the
Sacred Defense against Baathist Iraq. Due to its political and social prominence
within the country, the Tehran Friday Prayer played a significant role during the
war. In particular, Ayatollah Khamenei, in his capacity as the Friday Prayer Leader
of Tehran, fulfilled important roles during the Sacred Defense period, which this
article seeks to examine and identify.

This research seeks to answer the following question: What was the role of
Ayatollah Khamenei in the Sacred Defense (with emphasis on the utilization of
Tehran Friday Prayer)? The research hypothesis posits that his most significant
roles during the Sacred Defense, in his capacity as Tehran’s Friday Prayer Leader,
included: boosting the morale of combatants through field presence at the fronts;
reporting to the public on the latest conditions at the battlefronts; deepening public
understanding of the enemy and enhancing political awareness; explicating the
country’s fundamental principles and macro-policies at both domestic and
international levels; organizing forces and mobilizing the public for participation at
the fronts; providing continuous financial support to the war effort; strengthening
national unity and cohesion; as well as crisis management and the creation of
psychological calm and societal security.

Based on its objectives, Data were collected from authoritative sources using the
library research method, and qualitative content analysis was employed for data
analysis. In accordance with the research methodology, the stated hypothesis was
confirmed and elaborated as the findings of the study.

Keywords: Friday Prayer; Ayatollah Khamenei; Sacred Defense; Public
mobilization.
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