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Extended abstract

1.INTRODUCTION

In the modern globalized world, cultural and economic relations have become increas-
ingly interconnected, and cultural multilateralism, as a key approach in international in-
teractions, can play a significant role in facilitating and expanding economic exchanges.
Cultural multilateralism refers to the establishment of cultural interactions at the inter-
national level through multilateral cooperation among various countries. This approach,
which is based on the exchange of ideas, values, languages, arts, and customs, can sub-
stantially influence the development of economic relations. In this context, various coun-
tries seek ways to leverage their cultural capacities to strengthen economic exchanges
and expand trade. Within the framework of Iran-Turkey relations, this concept encom-
passes initiatives such as joint cultural festivals, student and faculty exchanges, the es-
tablishment of shared cultural institutions, and the utilization of shared soft power, such
as mystical and civilizational heritage, to develop economic cooperation. As neighboring
countries with shared history and culture, Iran and Turkey have complex economic and
cultural relations that have undergone significant transformations in recent decades.
The primary objective of this research is to examine the effects of cultural multilateralism
on the development of economic exchanges between Iran and Turkey. The study aims to
demonstrate how cultural cooperation, through strengthening diplomatic relations and
reducing cultural and social barriers, can contribute to the improvement and expansion
of trade and investment between the two countries. Accordingly, this research seeks to
answer the following question: “What impact does cultural multilateralism have on the

development of Iran-Turkey economic relations?”
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2- THEORETICAL FRAMEWORK

This study relies on “constructivism” to explain how cultural components influence in-
ternational economic relations. Constructivism, which emphasizes the importance of
shared understanding, structure-agent interaction, and the role of identity, language,
and subjective meanings in international relations, provides a theoretical framework for
analyzing this phenomenon. The theory posits that foreign policy and international rela-
tions are “constructed” and emerge from the interactions of states based on identity for-
mation and cultural norms. Accordingly, cultural commonalities, historical interactions,
and cultural cooperation can create complementary identities and shared meanings that
facilitate the development of economic exchanges. By highlighting the role of identity
and social sense-making, constructivism enables us to understand how cultural affinities
and historical engagements can generate trust and enhance economic cooperation. In
this context, cultural components include norms, values, language, customs, and social
systems, which can profoundly influence the economic behavior of nations and their
trade relations. Culture also shapes how different countries interact with international
institutions. Cultural multilateralism, as a strategy in international relations, is based on
cooperation and interaction among different cultures to promote mutual interests. It
not only contributes to the expansion of economic relations but also serves as a tool for

strengthening international peace and security.

3- METHODOLOGY

This research adopts a descriptive-analytical approach to examine the role and impact
of cultural multilateralism on the development of economic exchanges between Iran and
Turkey. The required data and information were collected through documentary and
library research, including analysis of scientific articles published in reputable domestic
and international journals, books, reports from international organizations, and content
analysis of documents related to the cultural and economic relations between the two
countries. The data analysis method is qualitative with a focus on thematic content anal-
ysis to clarify the relationship between cultural components and economic indicators in

Iran-Turkey relations.

4- RESULTS & DISCUSSION

The findings of this study indicate that cultural multilateralism, through indicators such
as cultural, artistic, and scientific exchanges, and the establishment of joint institutions,
significantly contributes to strengthening mutual understanding and trust between Iran
and Turkey. This in turn has led to facilitating investment, developing tourism, and in-
creasing trade volume. The history of Iran-Turkey relations, which began in the 16th
century with historical rivalries, entered a new phase of cooperation in the decades fol-
lowing World War II with the signing of the Cultural Treaty in 1959 and the development

of cultural institutions. The number of Iranian tourists to Turkey, which increased from
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432,000 in 2002 to more than 2 million in 2018, is evidence of the importance of cultural
tourism in these relations. Additionally, scientific and research cooperation between the
two countries continues, and in the energy sector, Iran plays a key role as Turkey’s major
supplier of gas and oil. However, there are also obstacles in this path, including the weak-
ness of Iran’s cultural institutions compared to Turkish institutions such as the “Yunus
Emre Institute”, the lack of a comprehensive cultural strategy in Iran, regional geopolitical
rivalries, economic sanctions against Iran, historical rivalries, and differences in cultur-

al-religious identity, mutual negative stereotypes, and unequal media influence.

5- CONCLUSIONS & SUGGESTIONS

The research results show that strengthening cultural relations through joint cultural
events, cultural exchange programs, educational and artistic collaborations, as well as
utilizing soft cultural capacities such as mystical and civilizational heritage, can lead to
strengthening mutual trust, reducing communication barriers, and increasing invest-
ment and trade opportunities between Iran and Turkey. Cultural multilateralism as an in-
ternational strategy for creating sustainable links between governments and nations not
only helps expand economic relations but can also serve as a tool for strengthening inter-
national peace and security. Given their cultural and historical commonalities, Iran and
Turkey have high potential for expanding these collaborations. However, to fully realize
this potential, it is necessary to identify and address structural, political, historical, and
social obstacles. Focusing on more active cultural diplomacy, supporting joint cultural
projects, facilitating social and student exchanges, and developing joint cultural brands
can help deepen relations and sustainably expand economic exchanges. Ultimately, this
research emphasizes the importance of understanding and utilizing the deep cultural ties

between the two countries to advance shared economic goals.

Keywords: Cultural multilateralism, Economic exchanges, Iran-Turkey relations, Con-

structivism, Cultural diplomacy, Soft power.
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