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1- Introduction

Despite the stalemate in negotiations, the Biden administration remained committed to
returning to the Iran nuclear deal. Unlike the Trump administration, the Biden administration
viewed the multilateral framework as an effective political tool for achieving US interests
at low cost against a backdrop of strategic contraction in the Middle East. The Biden
administration hoped to maintain a relative balance of power in the Middle East by adopting
a soft-but-hard nuclear policy toward Iran, while relying on Saudi Arabia, Israel, and other
regional allies to contain Iran.

2- Theoretical framework

Smart power encompasses military force along with all forms of diplomacy. Rather than being
anew source of power, smart power is acombination of hard and soft power that organizes the
new management of the exercise of power (Baniya, 2021: 5).

3-Methodology

Due to its theoretical nature, the method used in this study was qualitative based on a
descriptive-analytical approach. In the qualitative research method, information and data
of historical, descriptive and experimental researches are used. The information required
for this research has been collected and used through library resources, documents and

references to sites and Internet resources, etc

4-Discussion

One of the most important issues facing the Biden administration’s foreign policy was how to

deal with the Middle East as one of the most challenging regions of the international system.

1. PhD in International Relations, University of Guilan, Guilan, Iran (*- (Corresponding Author Email:
hamid.dorj@gmail.com)


mailto:hamid.dorj@gmail.com
https://orcid.org/0000-0003-3343-9485
https://doi.org/10.22067/irlip.2026.86776.1499

BidenAdministration’sDiplomacyonthe
IslamicRepublicoflran’sNuclearlIssue

The Biden administration’s policy towards the Middle East was largely based on the Biden
statement. In Biden’s election statement, emphasizing a cooperative balance, re-establishing
relations with Saudi Arabia, reducing the level of friction in conflicts in the Middle East such
as the Yemen crisis, and paving the way for renegotiations with Iran regarding the nuclear
agreement were among the major goals of the United States in the Middle East (Jiang, 2021:
85). In addition, by returning to the path of multilateralism, the Biden administration hoped to
eliminate the gaps and contradictions between the United States and its allies and other mem-
bers of the international community during the Trump era and to get rid of the United States’
isolated position on the Iranian nuclear issue and the differences with important EU member
states in this regard. The United States also looks forward to the military role of its European,
Chinese, and ASEAN allies in protecting regional security and navigation issues in the Persian
Gulf (Wang And Hu, 2022: 441). Some American analysts advised the Biden administration
to condition the return to the JCPOA and the reduction and lifting of sanctions imposed by
Trump on compliance with and improvement in the human rights situation in Iran. Although
the improvement of the human rights situation in Iran would not be a prerequisite for Biden’s
return to the JCPOA, it was undoubtedly one of the main elements of his foreign policy towards
Iran (Radfar & Dehghani Firouzabadi, 2021: 237).

From Biden’s perspective, when the Trump administration unilaterally decided to withdraw
from the agreement despite global adherence to it, the credibility and leadership of the Unit-
ed States in the non-proliferation regime suffered a major blow. Therefore, Biden sought to
restore America’s credibility as a global leader in the non-proliferation regime. This requires
new multilateral negotiations, experienced diplomats at the helm, and a willingness to provide
sufficient incentives to ensure and ensure that diplomatic negotiations are concluded and
that Iran’s nuclear program is peaceful (Mehta, 2021: 11). The first step in Biden’s step-by-step
nuclear policy towards Iran was to rejoin the JCPOA in exchange for Iran’s implementation of
its JCPOA commitments in the form of a “return for return” or “commitment for commitment”
equation (Radfer and Dehghani Firouzabadi, 2020: 242-243). As mentioned, smart power refers
to the combination of hard power and soft power strategies. In the Biden administration, this
meant the simultaneous use of diplomacy and sanctions. Meanwhile, Biden, unlike Trump,
repeatedly acknowledged that the Iranian nuclear issue should be resolved through dialogue
and diplomacy, with the addition of sanctions and economic pressure, so that the Iranian lead-
ers are forced to accept the US conditions out of necessity (Rezaei Mirghaed & Others, 2023:
249).

Biden also emphasized elsewhere that “we will work with our allies to strengthen and expand
the provisions of the Iran nuclear deal; while also addressing other issues and concerns” (Bid-
en, 2020: 4). The Biden administration sought a nuclear deal and appeasement in US relations
with Iran; But such adjustments have been met with opposition from domestic conservatives
and its Middle Eastern allies. Contrary to the regional security situation and the negotiating
conditions in 2015, the current Iran nuclear talks have reached an impasse and have caused
differences between Iran and the United States (Tang, & Pan, 2022: 207-208). The Iranian nu-
clearissueisanimportant and strategic issue for the European Union. Between 2003 and 2015,
Europe played an important role in facilitating Iran-US nuclear diplomacy and ultimately the
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JCPOA agreement. After Trump decided to withdraw from the JCPOA in 2018 and return to
maximum economic pressure; the Europeans tried to create a space for US-Iranian engage-
ment. Although they were unsuccessful; they have nevertheless managed to remain relevant
forbothsides (Alcaro, 2021: 55).

Biden indicated before and after the 2020 US election that if Iran returned to the JCPOA, the
US would also return to the agreement; this is while Tehran insisted that Washington must lift
all sanctions before returning to the original agreement. In all areas, the Biden administration
intended to increase Iran’s costs based on a carrot and stick policy. The main pillars of the stick

policy are threats and sanctions.
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