W

Strategic Studies Quarterly

P-ISSN:1735-0272 |E-ISSN: 2980-910X
Received 09 June 2025

Quarterly.risstudies.org Revised 09 August 2025
Accepted 27 August 2025

Published online 21 December 2025

The Metaphysics of khuruj (Rebellion) in
Khwaja Nizam al-Mulk’s Siyar al-Muluk
(Book of Politics)

1. Mohammad-Ali Qasemi Torki - Department of Political Science, Bu-Ali Sina
University, Hamedan, Iran.

2. Yadollah Honari Latifpour - Department of Political Science, Bu-Ali Sina Uni-
versity, Hamedan, Iran.

Corresponding AuthorEmail Address: M.qasemi@basu.ac.ir

Introduction

The concept of khuriij (rebellion) constitutes one of the central themes of
Khwaja Nizam al-Mulk’s Siyar al-Multk (Book of Politics), as evidenced
by the fact that its longest chapters are devoted to the historical narration
of rebellions and seditioAli Qasemi Torki 43—47). Khwaja employs the no-
tions of khuriij/rebellion and fitna/sedition to encompass a wide range of
uprisings and acts of defiance and, while emphasizing their significance,
presents a detailed discussion of them as an act of counsel and goodwill
toward the Seljuk state. His remarks suggest that rebellion, in his view,
iS a recurring phenomenon across time and space; the absence of upris-
ings in certain periods is attributed not to their impossibility but to the
awe inspired by powerful rulers and the effectiveness of state institutions.
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Khwaja’s tendency to classify a broad spectrum of movements-including
Sinbad the Infidel, the Mazdakites, the Khurramites, and various Shi‘i
groups, particularly the Ismailis and the Qarmatians-within a single cate-
gory raises an important question: what common feature did he perceive
among these diverse movements, and what form of unity did he discern
beneath their apparent diversity?

Methodology

To clarify Khwaja Nizam al-Mulk’s understanding of rebellion, this
study adopts a minimal hermeneutic approach in reading his historical
text. This approach is based on the assumption of the author’s intellec-
tual coherence, the presence of a unified underlying logic throughout the
work, and the application of the principle of charity. In order to identi-
fy and explain the unity underlying diverse manifestations of rebellion,
the analysis also draws on a metaphysical framework in the Aristotelian
sense-namely, the search for an ultimate principle or final cause beneath
multiplicity and variation. The objective is to determine what, in Khwa-
ja’s view, lay behind the heterogeneous ideas and claims advanced by
rebels and seditionists.

Results

The analysis indicates that Khwaja Nizam al-Mulk clearly distinguish-
es between the cunning and manipulative leaders of rebellions and the
masses who followed them. The largely ignorant populace tended to act
as mere followers and was willing to comply with even the unreasonable
demands of their leaders-including the abandonment of religious obli-
gations-often motivated by the prospect of modest gains. By contrast,
the leaders of rebellions and uprisings were typically intelligent and
frequently drawn from elite circles. Khwaja’s remarks suggest that the
primary causes of rebellion can be reduced to two main factors: first,
the pursuit of power, wealth, and fame, accompanied by submission to
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personal desires and the instrumental use of religious beliefs to conceal
genuine intentions; and second, the deception and misguidance of indi-
viduals holding erroneous beliefs.

Conclusion

This interpretation, however, gives rise to a fundamental paradox. If the
emergence of every new belief or ideology-and the social and political
transformations that follow-is attributed to such flawed and suspect mo-
tives, how should the founders of accepted religions and legitimate sects
be understood? Moreover, does this perspective not Urisk legitimizing
whichever religion happens to be endorsed by those in power as the true
faith? To address this paradox, two possible explanations are proposed.
The first emphasizes Khwaja’s political pragmatism, suggesting that he
prioritizes considerations of political expediency without presupposing a
single, coherent metaphysical framework, focusing instead on practical
governance. The second points to the possibility of later textual inter-
polations, omissions, or alterations introduced by scribes after Khwaja’s
death, shaped by the political and intellectual conditions of subsequent
periods.

Keywords: Siyar al-Muliik (Book of Politics); Khwaja Nizam al-Mulk; khurtij (Rebel-
lion); Fitna (Sedition).
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