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Abstract

The central issue of this research is an examination of the two differing views of John R. Searle and Mulla Sadra
concerning the soul. Is the one-dimensional materialistic perspective a better option for explaining the soul, or does the
comprehensive immaterialist perspective offer a more solid explanation? Searle believes that all conscious states, while
preserving their subjective ontoiogy, are caused by the underiying level of the brain (neurons). Furthermore, he
considers rational action to be meaningless without a gap [=freed will], yet this gap conflicts with the causal system of
neurons. Searle's solution is that the gap occurs over time; the behavior of neurons at the underlying level is insufficient
at any given point to determine the brain's subsequent state. Instead, the subsequent state is determined oniy through
conscious decisionfmaking, which is a feature of the higherfievel brain system. Here, the Postuiate of the self mereiy
Provides a necessary framework for the gap, rational action, and the resuiting responsibiiity, without the self being an
experience or something experienceable. From Mulla Sadra's perspective, the soul is a reality that possesses a body, with
the meaning of body differing at each stage of its substantial motion. All conscious experiences of the faculties occur
within a unity that he calls the soul; its truth is "presence" and cannot be conceptuaiized. From this viewpoint, the
concept of "I" or the image one has of oneself in the mind is not one's "true self." Mulla Sadra's Pivotal point, in
contrast to Searle, is transcending concept and drawing attention to the presence of the soul as the comprehensive and
true structure of the human being. However, Searle's approach to the gap u]timate]y fails to eliminate the necessary
causaiity of the neural system; aithough the individual feels free will at the higher level of the system, in reaiity, it is not
their choice, but rather the causal and necessary breaking of old neural connections and the formation of new ones. By
Proposing the irnmateriaiity of the soul and removing the veil between conscious states and the soul, Mulla Sadra offers
a more solid expianation conceming the existential connection of these states, the expansion of semantic relations, and
the substantial evolution of the human essence—an explanation that Searle's materialistic insight is incapable of
Providing.

Keywords: ]ohn Searle, GaP, Embodied Brain, Mulla Sadra, Immaterial Soul, Pure Presence.

¥
https://creati: org/licenses/by/4.0/This is an open access article under the CC BY license: M




R

)
— A
Essays in Philosophy and Kalam ‘ &,_//’,Zf,; 4 bz;:‘ P 9 dauld 50 by Hliu>

HomePage: https:/jphilosophy.um.ac.ir/ 337-360 o (1404 pliwsy 5 5L -115 oloojled =2 5Ll 57 L
2538-4171 L S5,591 LLs @ (i 2008-9112 > Lis
1404/07/30 2 s 7o 6 1404/07/12 5 S5k e 6 1404103127 =2l ys o
DOI:_10.22067/epk.2025.94102.1451 s e 5
[Tats &4

S 40 polo> wwxio 3o b O g0 B> (i

(i 0,330 1woMo g J g 5T Yl 5157 39 (59390 adltac)
&l 00
PO oSl 158 (g gl
45 Slo doe
O oS3l sl
m.ziaei@ilam.ac.ir

owisa

S 428 Wbl Ss3le ARSI ol ol i 8 )5 Lol 5 J s ST 0 31 sl (sl 55 ooy 2 ¢ ool 2nssy ool alis
it B L ST OV ol il it 2,15 (850085 e B séaﬁaﬁ;@t;, AL ol o s 3
Mgm,_mfu Sl o Lima g ComnenS (5 Iy SN (23S (69 3 5w ) Ll (o558 330 05 el dslae <585 5
JESH ‘;ﬂﬂ;cl:_.ﬂyuw»sjuj z.,\._Aésa'C)QLa_)J)LJA (S &S ol Sy Jomely o) 255 53 Lapyg) 8 s
Sy ern ST (6 S hanad G b 5l B ((Subay Condoy S (o (BIS R0 s Sy Conios (el (6 (Ol 3l (s1aas
g O3S 51 (30 S 5 (s S S Sl o) 22l B o 28 Lot 53 ool S0 e (S5 S
Sl e a5 s sline Sl Bl by (hls (i oo bodle i 51 bl o BB L 4 25 G s aSST g 3l 0
i ol o i b g D5 O gl liedls o8 8l o B ks S 03 13 BT lows ples sl (55 oSS
Cilae ala® . 5l (i 5550 3)l> a3 )3 555 3 OLilaS' o5 b oy psede @SSl b el 5o potie 4 9 Sosl yyla> o
WS s 5 o oSS Lol W) Qldl Gk 5 sl S iy s s 4 030 5 5 ke 3 5IS L ke 53 Lo
35 I S e eyl 6l ulw] A(.:._.,._..ﬂ;ﬂﬂcl:_.ﬂ): EY LN EMMW‘5JJJZAC,:J;J.1>4“>B¢.3L@)>
L LMl ol 650 5 o 5o 40 o (SLaisg 0155 5 50 GLAM g 9ok 42 030 53 a5y a5} S5l (ol
Ol 825 JolS5 5 plins Jaslsy 35S eIV ) (6355 L 3 e el 5 AT N 1y Ol Gl 5 ol 3,25 b
el e Tyl ey s ) e BL1S 6l i Ll S o 40,0 (6 5058 (e

(e g 13 el phoDs e ks (S (e 0l 1SS (585 9



239 /Seruns jo yala deuate Jie b osae 8 sa (ad 40 538 Jlus (gulaa

-

dsade
2SS 5 e (6 el et ol adody ol e Wbl S(le i b o ST Ol

Jo e B 51 ety 85 g ot S i ol ol 4 Sl 0 2 03 (5 m 31 Lol o
sl el y3gh Jromn 5ol ol G505 Slad g o aw imy €500 5 w40 SolS 53
(3l (S5 sl 40 e 5 ) gl 93 51 pslate el s 0t VL el ¢ a3l
I e 535 s 53,505 D i s ol ot ool 5 o5 plie 3 pela oS
59,3 DUSL3l oy Al s (6l Sl At oo ol 25 b Jad e fils 4 5010
ol= 2o T Rel L g ol ol 03,6 3535 coplas [Son D 3550 S 3l gl 2
23 I S plsea S LT ool plar 5ol oMol ) P oS a4 Aites J
ol ol 4o 8l ol 3 Lalis, 8 smge QLo 33 (S (5 S u 48T
48 Line ol g sl 33T 031 b S 5B 2S5 e bl e 5 5 o) s aline
Lote 28 sl b o LS By s Va8 55 ol ol )l 35 28 sl N s
oNie S s il LS Jas s s 3l (eSOl b aS aed g popll @3l
) el s ) (65300 p e SG Lia s a0l ST eslyl oy ¢ se Sy e 3523 b e
Il S o ST ol & ol 53 (s S Jos o o (6 iV o5 LT cp st
23 WS 53,5y g ¢ (550 A S L 3 e 5 ik (53550 4 0G0 o)
Tl IS5 53,58 35 i 1A w4 STl 03 gdes 55 e Lol el DN [2S
P 3,25 30 53 T sl 5 s (630 4350 ) il SET 625 S 53 [resDhe oSS
S0l el M35 5y i 3 0T a3 A 4 e S L Pl e
L;)j_;a}(..b.g;ﬁw\;j}wmuﬂﬁd&bljd\fdlw ‘sjsyuidjj;»vbjlgﬁb

V_Lf—d_g (A el amy Lo polin g2 4 (255D U () a8y s 583y 500 iz S ¢yl

1. Searle, Minds, brains and science, 25-26; Freedom and neurobiology, 63.
2. Searle, Mind- A brief introduction, 291.
3. gap.
4. freedom/ volition.
5. Searle, Rationality in action, 13/276.
6. formal self.
7. Searle, Mind- A brief introduction, 217/ 293-298.
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1. Searle, Rationality in action, 80.

2. Searle, Rationality in action,12-17; Mind- A brief introduction, 218.
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4. Cause.

5.Reason.
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1. Searle, Mind- A brief introduction, 293-296; Rationality in action, 8/75-89/296.
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1. Searle, Rationality in action, 281-286.
2. Searle, Rationality in action, 286-288.

3. Searle, Minds, brains and science,16-26; Freedom and neurobiology, 40.
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1. Searle, The rediscovery of the mind, 49; The mystery of consciousness, 8/213.

2. Searle, Mind- A brief introduction, 209-211; Freedom and neurobiology, 63.

3. Searle, Rationality in action, 61.

4. Searle, Mind- A brief introduction, 297 .

5. Searle, Rationality in action, 217-275/68-75; Philosophy in a new sentury, 148.
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1. embodied brain.

2. Searle, Rationality in action, 77-78; Mind- A brief introduction, 292.
3. 1tis like to be me.

4. Searle, Rationality in action, 78-79; Mind. A brief introduction, 292.

5. Point of view.
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1. Searle, Mind- A brief introduction, 297; Philosophy in a new sentury, 150.

2. Searle, Rationality in action, 89-90.
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1. Searle, The construction of social reality, 16; The mystery of consciousness, 105/213.
2. Searle, The mystery of consciousness, 5; Mind- A brief introduction, 301-303.
3. state.

4. Searle, Rationality in action, 286-288; Mind- A brief introduction, 208.
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