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Abstract

The belief in the evil eye is widespread among various societies, including Muslim communities. Traditionists (hadith
scholars) have recorded narrations on this subject, and some Qur’anic commentators have interpreted certain verses as
referring to it. Among Muslim theologians, the nature and mode of the evil eye’s influence have been matters of
dispute. This study, employing a descriptivefanalytical method, seeks to collect, examine, and critique the views of
Muslim theologians concerning the evil eye. Abu ‘Ali alf]ubba’i rejected the notion altogether, regarding it as a Popular
belief lacking rational or textual evidence. Al-Jahiz attributed it to the emission of rays from the eye. The Mu‘tazilite and
Imami theologians interpreted it as the alteration of divine blessings in accordance with divine wisdom and human
welfare, denying any causal efficacy to the eye itself. The Ash‘arites and the Traditionists likewise rejected any real
causality, holding that the concurrence between an envious gaze and the loss of blessing does not imply causal
connection, for the true and sole agent is God. This position, however, was later criticized by some Salafi scholars. In
conclusion, the arguments presented by the theologians cannot prove the existence of the evil eye; rather, assuming its
existence through the kind of evidence like experience or transmitted reports, their discussions merely attempt to

explain its nature as a possible phenomenon.
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