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Introduction

From the philosophical views of Plato and Aristotle to the psychoanalytic ideas of
Sigmund Freud and Jean Piaget, women have been considered “emotional” rather than
“rational” beings who are incapable of moral and civic development without the guidance
of men. Virginia Held believes that the belief in the separation of women from the “public
sphere” has remained strong since the time of Aristotle. For example, in many cases,
philosophers have explicitly considered a mother’s care for her child to be outside the
realm of morality and have considered it to be a matter of human instinct (Held, 1394:
101). According to Held, “Ideas such as the fact that women’s experiences are inherently
unrelated to morality and the belief that women have inherently flawed moral character
have been established in the structure of moral philosophy” (Held, 1998: 96). This type of
neglect of women is not limited to a specific geography, as Muslim philosophers such as
Mulla Sadra and Mullahadi Sabzevari also believes that women do not understand
"universals”. In this sense, both Western and Eastern philosophy were gender-oriented,
and for those philosophers, there was no place for women in philosophical thinking
(Dabbagh, 2013:210). But contrary to this disappointing philosophical background, the
burgeoning women's movement has denied psychological differences between men and
women since the 1960s. The members of this movement believe that nature has not
created any mental or moral distinctions between the sexes and that the differences are
only because women have been forced to behave in a "feminine" manner under oppressive
military pressure (Richels, 1990: 264). Women, who, as history shows, have always had
heavy responsibilities in various societies, including Iranian society, have been placed in a
subordinate position and have had a weak presence in various areas of life. For example,
women's right to vote was achieved even in developed societies during the first half of the
twentieth century, and what is more disastrous is that in some underdeveloped regions,
including Iran, many of their political and social rights have not been recognized. Women
in underdeveloped societies enjoy the least individual, political, and social rights, and the
emergence of "Women's social movements” in these societies have been nothing more
than attempts to validate "women's lifeworlds." As a result of such conditions, in recent
decades, important intellectual initiatives have been taken by some non-feminist thinkers
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to introduce the work that women do as socially influential. Rosemary Tong says: "The
main goal is to try to revise, reconstruct, or rethink those aspects of traditional Western
philosophy that have denigrated or devalued women's moral experiences" (Tong, 2007:1).
Therefore, in the contemporary world, new intellectual perspectives have been proposed
regarding the role of women and their emotions, activism, and social empowerment,
which, by criticizing patriarchal practices, have provided promising alternatives for the
expansion of "feminine life."

Summer 2025, Volume XX, Number 3, pp.247-289

Methodology

Undoubtedly, any research requires a "methodological system". The present study is no
exception to this rule and attempts to analyze its main problem in the light of qualitative
methods and in an analytical-historical manner. The research in progress is based on
interpretive methodologies due to its inherent theoretical content in terms of
"methodology". From a methodological perspective, we have two traditions: "empiricism"
and "interpretationism". The empiricism tradition emphasizes experimental methods and
natural sciences to understand the social world, and the interpretive approach also
believes that the social world cannot be studied through scientific methods and
experiments (Lemont, 2018: 54). In this framework, the issue of what intellectual
possibilities women have enjoyed in the light of non-feminist possibilities existing in
contemporary Western thought to solve political and social problems is a topic that
requires interpretive and analytical evaluations more than anything else. Contrary to the
Empiricism, an interpretive approach, addresses questions about the basic ideas, norms,
and values that women face. The library method has also been used to collect information
and scientific materials.

Results and Discussion

This article attempts to discuss and examine new intellectual attitudes in the contemporary
world as non-feminist possibilities in the expansion of Feminine life. Feminine life is a
situation in which women, free from any gender discrimination, hierarchy, and injustice,
enjoy a high level of "self-determination” in organizing their individual and collective
lives. We have also used the metaphor of a "station" to introduce the ideas in question.
Intellectual stations are scientific platforms on which women can reflect on their
individual and collective life situations by standing on them and use the intellectual and
conceptual tools available at that station as a guiding light to overcome limitations. The
advantage of the intellectual stations in question is that in the face of limitations against
women, one can stand firmly on them and thus "resist" any "instrumental™ and "violent"
view against them. From this perspective, the intellectual system of thinkers such as
Amartya Sen, Ronald Inglehart, and Alain Touraine can be considered non-feminist
stations that, in the light of a network of concepts such as "women's development,"”
"women's active role," "gender justice," "post-material society and the importance of
women,"” "feminization of society and peace,” *“cultural paradigm and female
subjectivity,” and "women's society," have equipped their scientific station and paid
attention to Feminine life and the obstacles it faces. Based on the scientific approaches of
"sociology," "political thought," and "development,” they have advocated for women or
described their status, value, and importance. These thinkers have provided philosophical
possibilities for opening the way for women worldwide, including Iranian women. Their
conceptual network is very strategic for the Iranian women's movement that seeks
activism, gender justice, women-centered development, the elimination of violence, and
the achievement of peace, and it has included this range of social forces that are in
demand for life. It will help if it is just, peaceful, and free from domination.
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Conclusion

Typically, the challenges of Feminine life are considered within the framework of critical
feminist thought, and this type of thought also defines women as victims of male violence
who are in more unfavorable conditions than men in various areas such as family,
property and ownership, income, political and social participation, and vulnerability to
sexual assault. The present article, while paying attention to these types of challenges that
feminists have identified in Feminine life, attempts to analyze non-feminist possibilities
for overcoming the challenges in women's lives in the light of some contemporary
Western ideas. The first station is where Sen raised his arguments. Sen's station is the
station of defense of ordinary people, the disadvantaged, the poor, the marginalized, and
women. For this reason, he won the Nobel Prize not for the theoretical development of
economics, but for paying attention to categories such as education, health, literacy,
nutrition, women, and the need to fight malnutrition and hunger. This indicates that he He
is a thinker who has put his human thoughts, with a practical approach, at the service of
the real life of various members of human societies. Women have also not been deprived
of this kind of life-making, humane, and trans-gender views of age. Today's revolutionary
Iranian women can benefit from the anti-discrimination and gender inequality discourses
in age thought to advance their intellectual and practical goals. His idea of age and human
development can provide women with the opportunity to further expand their feminine
lives by overcoming common gender stereotypes. Moreover, Inglehart's cultural approach
is another station that has its own benefits for women. She was a notable thinker who tried
to show cultural trends, values, and their changes and developments in different societies
in the form of statistical studies. This thinker assessed the contemporary world as a world
in transition from material values to post-material values, an emerging world that has
provided important opportunities for women. Her ideas can give Iranian women the
opportunity and courage to shout out their different and feminine lifestyle in the era of
post-materialism and among different lifestyles, and in this way, by making emotional and
feminine values prevail, they can help reduce war and spread peace in the world. Finally,
the last but not least station in which women can think about solving their problems is the
intellectual station of Alain Touraine. He also believed that the world we live in today is
based on a cultural paradigm and that this new paradigm has created different conditions
for humankind, including women. Women are the leading forces of this emerging cultural
paradigm who can organize themselves as subjects and demanding activists. According to
Touraine, in the existing cultural paradigm, elements such as love, emotion and
compassion have played a significant role as feminine elements instead of elements such
as calculation, profiteering and speed in previous political and economic paradigms. As a
result, Touraine believed that this emerging cultural paradigm has provided favorable
conditions for the expansion of Feminine life. The final point is that these non-feminist
intellectual possibilities may not immediately lead to the liberation and liberation of
women, but they undoubtedly have an epistemological and awareness-raising nature and
They can provide today's women, including Iranian women, with the tools and “cognitive
maps" necessary to achieve more desirable situations in the areas of individual and
collective life. A summary of the discussions and views of the thinkers discussed and their
key ideas in the field of women can be seen in the chart below:
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Thinkers Related Works to Women Study Key Ideas
Amartya - Equality and Liberty - Feminine Development
Sen - Development as Freedom - Women’s Subjective Role
- The Idea of Justice - Gender Justice
- Post-materialist Society and
Ronald - Culture Shift in Advanced Indus_trial_ Society womeq’s_ Empowerment
Inglehart - Cultural evolution: People's Motivations Are - femininity of society
Changing, and Reshaping the World - Women: decreasing the wars
and Flourishing the Peace
- Equality and Difference: Can We Live - Cultural Paradigm and
Alain Together? Feminine Society
Touraine - New Paradigm for Understanding Today’s - Women'’s Society
World - Women'’s Subjectivity

Keywords: Feminism, Feminine Life, Women's Society, Development, Culture,
Subjectivity, Peace, Justice.
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