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Introduction

In today’s world, media are not mere information channels but crucial agents shaping
public perception and constructing social realities. By producing and circulating
meaningful discourses, media influence how political, social, and cultural phenomena are
understood. Storytelling thus serves as a strategic tool to sway public opinion and
mobilize collective action. Media platforms become contested arenas where various actors
compete to assert dominant narratives. Since 2017, internal developments in the Islamic
Republic of Iran have intensified these narrative struggles. Protests in December 2017,
November 2019, and July 2021 revealed compounded crises across economic, social,
cultural, and political spheres. This trajectory culminated in an "omni-crisis" in fall 2022,
affecting multiple dimensions of collective life. This period became a focal point of
intense narrative conflict, with transnational Persian-language media significantly shaping
the framing and representation of unrest. Iran International TV was prominent in this
regard, leveraging substantial financial resources and diverse formats—especially
roundtables and talk shows—to produce ideologically driven representations of events.
Through selective guest choices, question framing, topic emphasis, and omission of
opposing views, it constructed a mediated "reality" that influenced public opinion. This
process aligns with concepts of simulation and hyperreality, where media create
autonomous realities that no longer mirror but replace actual events, turning political
conflicts into mediated spectacles.

Methodology: This study employs critical discourse analysis (CDA) to investigate how
Iran International discursively constructed the 2022 unrest in Iran. Central to this
approach is the concept of "representation” as an active, meaning-making process rather
than a passive reflection of reality. Media use language and discourse to reshape audience
perceptions, creating ideologically charged narratives. The analysis is based on Teun A.
van Dijk’s CDA framework, emphasizing the link between language, power, and
ideology. Van Dijk’s "ideological square" highlights how media promote positive self-
images while delegitimizing the other. Iran International portrays the state as a "repressive
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other" and protesters as the "victimized self." Methodologically, the study uses a
qualitative approach, analyzing six purposively selected roundtable programs from
October to December 2022. Selection criteria included relevance to the unrest, audience
reach, expert participation, and format diversity. Data collection combined direct
observation of audio-visual elements, full transcription of dialogue, and analysis of non-
verbal features. Analysis occurred on three levels: micro (linguistic), meso (discursive
strategies), and macro (ideological framing). At the macro level, dominant themes such as
regime change, state-opposition conflict, and Iran as a global threat emerged. These were
linked to linguistic and rhetorical strategies and interpreted through van Dijk’s ideological
square and Hall’s representation theory.

Discussion

1. Macro-Level Analysis: ran International’s programming presented a coherent
discursive formation linking calls for regime change with depictions of domestic
oppression and international threat. Central was the regime change discourse, portraying
the Islamic Republic as inherently dysfunctional and beyond reform. The 2022 protests
were framed not as isolated events but as a historic rupture signaling the system’s
irreversible collapse. Phrases like “the Islamic Republic has reached a dead end” anchored
this rhetoric, emphasizing the impossibility of reform within the current structure. This
narrative reinforced a persistent state-versus-people binary, depicting the government as a
brutal dictatorship opposing a morally righteous and heroic citizenry. Protesters were
valorized as courageous and principled, while state actors were labeled “oppressive
forces,” “dictatorship,” and “brutality.” This moral dichotomy legitimized resistance as
ethically justified. On a broader scale, the Iranian state was framed as an international
threat. Frequent references to nuclear ambitions, regional military interventions, and
human rights abuses positioned the regime as a source of global instability. This discourse
implicitly and explicitly justified international scrutiny and intervention as moral
necessities against a rogue and dangerous state.

2. Meso level: At the meso-level, analysis of linguistic strategies shows that Iran
International used specific media techniques to reinforce the broader discourses. These
strategies acted as intermediaries linking macro-level ideological frames with micro-level
rhetorical choices. Table 4 summarizes these techniques with representative examples,
demonstrating how language was employed to sustain the overall narrative framework.

Table (1). Linguistic Strategies and Discursive Examples in Iran

International's Programming

Linguistic : - L
Strategy Discursive Examples Definition Purpose
“Signs of the Islamic Republic’s B .
collapse?”; “Iran faces political, social, Emphaiszlc?sgannedgatlve To instill hopelessness,
Negative and economic crises.” (Under the dysfuncptions without undermine trust in the
Framing _Microscope); The regime relies on R referring to contextual system, and weaken
distortion, censorship, and concealment. or nositive elements domestic legitimacy.
(Special News Dialogue) P )
“Plainclothes forces, with university . :
security’s help, are shooting students on Repeated focus on and To increase public anger,
Emphasis campuses.” (Headline); “A hundred days exaggeration of attract international
of historié protests—th’e longest in Iran’s S-peCIfIC events (e.g., sympathy, and demonstrate
history.” (Under the Microscope) violence or protests). the scale of protests.
“Students at 100 universities have left Providing false or To create distrust,
Distortion classes in protest.” (Special News selective information undermine official
Dialogue); “Even sending a single to reinforce an anti- information, and induce a
message online is impossible.” (Outlook) regime narrative. sense of crisis.
Inducing “The Islamic Republic is at a dead end Repetition of phrases To encourage overthrow,
Hopelessness with no choice but to yield.” (Under the conveying to the eliminate hope for internal
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Microscope); “Despite full repression,
protesters remain fearless.” (Outlook)

audience that there is
no solution except
fundamental change.

reforms, and intensify civil
disobedience.

Generalization

“All Iranians have united against
oppression.” (Outlook); “Headscarf-
burning celebrations have occurred across
cities and villages.” (Under the
Microscope)

Extending a specific
event or behavior of a
small group to the
entire society or
regime.

To demonstrate the
widespread nature of
protests, increase pressure
on the regime, and attract
international support.

Polarization

“Politicians call for a global shift in
relations with Iran.” (Front Page); “Streets
have become battlefields between people
and security forces.” (Outlook)

Creating and
emphasizing bipolar
divisions between
groups, such as the
people versus the

To increase division, incite
confrontation, and
delegitimize the regime.

regime.

3. Micro-Level Analysis: At the micro-level, the media discourse analyzed demonstrates a
structured and ideologically charged use of rhetorical and stylistic strategies that reinforce
broader discourses. A key technique is the use of loaded, value-laden vocabulary. Terms
like “tyrannical regime,” “freedom-loving youth,” and “bloody crackdown do more than
describe events; they morally position actors, creating a stark dichotomy between a
repressive state and virtuous protesters. This lexical polarization establishes an implicit
moral framework directing audience interpretation. Tonal modulation further supports this
framing. Presenters adopt a sympathetic, emotionally resonant tone toward protesters
while using aggressive, accusatory, or mocking tones for authorities, signaling who merits
empathy or condemnation. Metaphorical and figurative language dramatizes events, with
expressions such as “the flames of revolution” or likening Iran to “another Syria” evoking
crisis and instability, thus heightening urgency and emotional engagement. Hyperbolic
claims like “the longest protest in Iran’s history” amplify the events’ scale and
significance, often without empirical basis, serving to intensify perceptions of rupture and
systemic collapse. Hyperbole here functions as ideological intensification rather than
mere dramatization. Directive speech acts, including explicit mobilization calls such as
“gather at universities on Saturday,” shift media from neutral reporting to active
intervention, positioning it as a political actor shaping behavior. Selective quotation
practices reinforce discursive uniformity by privileging opposition voices and excluding
dissent, constructing a monologist narrative that suppresses internal contestation and
alternative perspectives. Together, these micro-discursive strategies reflect and reproduce
the media’s macro-level ideological stance. Drawing on critical discourse analysis
insights, language is not just information but a tool for ideological reproduction. Through
lexical choice, tone, figurative language, exaggeration, directives, and selective citations,
the media constructs a discursive reality aligned with a specific political agenda. This
reveals media discourse as a site where power, ideology, and representation intersect to
shape public perception and political engagement.

Conclusion

This study examined Iran International’s discursive framing of Iran’s 2022 unrest,
revealing a multi-layered, ideologically driven media narrative. Using critical discourse
analysis, it showed how linguistic choices, rhetorical strategies, and framing techniques
combined to create a hyperreal representation aligned with soft power goals and
ideological persuasion. At the macro level, dominant discourses included regime change,
binary opposition, and international threat, enacted through meso-level strategies such as
demonization, distortion, and polarization. Micro-level rhetorical tools—loaded language,
metaphor, tone, and hyperbole—further reinforced this constructed narrative. Findings
highlight Iran International’s role beyond broadcasting, acting as an active participant in
narrative warfare. Its programming exemplifies soft power dynamics within hybrid
conflicts, where media discourse serves as a contested space for meaning production. The
research contributes to debates on media representation, propaganda, and public opinion
during political crises. The study also supports key theories: Hall’s concept of media as
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meaning-makers, van Dijk’s ideological discourse model, and theories of agenda-setting,
cultivation, and media dependency. In contexts of domestic media voids, outlets like Iran
International gain strategic influence by shaping public interpretation of reality.
Ultimately, Iran International’s 2022 programming represented a deliberate soft power
intervention, employing discourse to challenge the Iranian state’s legitimacy and advocate
systemic change. These findings carry implications for media literacy, policy, and
understanding global media’s impact on national sovereignty.

Keywords: Critical Discourse Analysis, Iran International Television, Media
Representation, 2022 Unrest, Soft Warfare.
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