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Abstract

Purpose: Think thanks grew dramatically in the twentieth
century with the rise of democracies and the increasing complexity of
governments. In Iran, more than one hundred think tanks appeared
before and after the revolution. While overseas think tanks have been
pioneers in policymaking for the development and maintenance of
sustainability in their communities, they have guided governments
and their countries in economic, social, political, and cultural spheres.
However, the Iranian think tanks have not been able to play the role of
pioneers in these spheres towards policymaking and development.
Methodology: Although the nature of this comparative study was
descriptive and analytical, it aimed to discover relationships among
concepts and to understand similarities and disparities. The approach was
intra-case analysis. We performed this comparative study on a sample of
twenty-four think tanks selected from among the think tanks of developed
and developing countries dispersed all over the continents.

Findings: Iranian think tanks are far behind those of overseas in
terms of mission and goals, organizational structure and development,
diversification of financial resources, expert and supportive manpower
context, outputs related to policymaking, multiplicity of research and
subject areas, reflection of activities and findings in mass media and
socialmedia,disseminationanddistributionofscientificandpromotional
resources, developing skills and university education, participation in
scientific networks, decision-making and policymaking.

Originality: Considering such elements as quantitative method, number
of variables studied, and geographic dispersion of statistical population,
this study is more valuable compared to similar research.
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. Deutsches Instittut fur Entwicklungspolitik (DIE)

. China Institutes of Contemporary International Relations (CICIR)

. Development Research Center of the State Council (DRC)

. Max Planck Society

. The Research Institute of Economy, Trade and Industry (RIETI)

. Bangladesh Institute of Development Studies (BIDS)

. Development Research Center of the State Council (DRC)

. Economic Policy Research Centre (CPRC)

. Kenya Institute for Public Policy Research and Analysis (KIPPRA)

10. Australian Strategic Policy Institute

11. Brookings Institution

12. Fundacéo Getulio Vargas (Getulio Vargas Foundation)

13. Korea Development Institute (KDI)

14. International Institute for Sustainable Development of Canada (11SD)
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. European Center for Development Policy Management (ECDPM)

. Japan Development Institute (JDI)
. Institute for Research on Public Policy (IRPP)

. The Frontier Centre for Public Policy ( FCPP)

. Indira Gandhi Institute of Development Research (IGIDR)
. Center for Public Policy Studies (CPPS)

. Institute of Contemporary Development (ICD)
. Insurance and Financial Practitioners Association of Singapore
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