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Abstract

The physical-spatial structure of Kermanshah has expetienced ups and downs during the Safavid, Afsharid, and Zand dynasties.
In the Qajar petiod, the city was equipped with new fortifications, while institutions and urban elements flourished, leading to
the city’s development and expansion. Given the importance of this period in the growth and prosperity of Kermanshah, it
is essential to provide a depiction of the city’s physical-spatial structure in order to better understand its identity. Accordingly,
the present study analyzes the physical-spatial structure of Kermanshah during the Qajar era. The research is applied in nature
and follows a descriptive and historical-analytical method. Information was collected through historical documents and field
observations and then compared and analyzed in a comparative mannet. The findings indicate that during the early and mid-
Qajar petiod, the city developed around the governmental citadel (Arg), the pavilion of Mohammad-Ali Mirza, mansions,
bathhouses, mosques, and neighborhoods, with the bazaar and its parallel alleys shaping the city’s physical structure. By the end
of the Qajar period, the city’s spatial organization had become complete, with significant buildings such as foreign consulates,
hospitals, and military barracks established. In this period, the bazaar was roofed and, together with Toopkhaneh Square,
reached its peak as the economic, social, and political center. Around it stood the royal palace, Meydan-e Mashq (parade ground),
administrative buildings such as the telegraph office, customs house, trading chambers, the royal agent’s office, guardhouses,
and commercial and religious elements, all together forming a complete Iranian city center with unity and harmony. Therefore,
Kermanshah in the Qajar period included diverse elements with different economic, political, cultural, and social functions
within an organized system. These elements reflected the social, economic, cultural, religious, and political relations of their time,
many of which have now changed or disappeared. The most prominent among them were Toopkhaneh Square, Meydan-e
Mashgq, the Divankhaneh mansion, the Naqqareh-khaneh, the royal palace, the Jameh Mosque, and the bazaar.
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Introduction

Comprehending the spatial structure of Kermanshah during the Qajar era can aid in reestablishing the city’s
historical identity and discerning the elements that influenced its evolution. This study aims to accurately
illustrate the city’s growth and spatial structuring by utilizing historical documents and maps—especially
the Russian map—thus establishing a basis for comparative analysis with the current urban condition.
Furthermore, analyzing the spatial-physical structure of the city not only deepens understanding of its
urban history but also provides a framework for modern urban development. This research seeks to
determine the most significant spatial and physical aspects of Kermanshah throughout the Qajar era, thereby
enhancing understanding of the city’s historical developments. The study also identifies deficiencies in prior
studies regarding Kermanshah’s spatial-physical structure during this petiod, offering significant insights
for planners, historians, and urbanism specialists. This research is particularly significant from historical,
theoretical, and practical viewpoints.

This research aims to identify the key physical-spatial characteristics of the Qajar period by addressing the
following inquiries: What architectural and urban aspects existed in Kermanshah throughout the Qajar
period, as indicated by papers and maps? What is the spatial organization of the components constituting
the urban structure of Kermanshah in relation to one another? To what extent does the physical-spatial
structure of Kermanshah from the Qajar period persist in the present context?

Materials and Methods

This study is applied and employs descriptive and historical-analytical methodologies. Data gathering was
executed via historical documents and field observations, followed by comparative analysis of the resultant
information. The research was conducted in the following stages:

1. The investigation commenced with an examination of primary sources and documentary analysis through
library-based studies. This phase entailed aggregating data from various sources, including historical texts,
academic publications, official documents, local reports, and trip narratives. The main objective was to
collect data pertinent to the geographical configuration of the city during the Qajar era. Emphasis was
placed on utilizing credible sources to fortify the historical and scientific basis of the investigation.

2. Examination of Historical Maps and Visual Sources: In the subsequent phase, antiquated maps, including
those created by the Russians and other pertinent ones, underwent meticulous investigation. These maps
functioned as essential visual aids for comprehending the spatial arrangement of the city throughout
the Qajar period. The assessment concentrated on the allocation of urban components, communication
infrastructures, and spatial configurations of residential areas.

3. Field Surveys and Empirical Evidence Collection: To augment historical data and rectify deficiencies, field
investigations were conducted. This phase encompassed direct observation, documenting of the existing
condition, and creating visual records of extant Qajar-era textiles. Field data facilitated identification of
correspondences between historical maps and the contemporary urban layout of the city.
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4. The data obtained from documentary sources, historical maps, and field surveys was subsequently
examined through comparative and qualitative methodology. The aim was to attain a deeper comprehension
of the city’s physical configuration, the arrangement of its components, and spatial interconnections during
the Qajar era.

5. Creation of Comparative Maps of Historical and Contemporary Contexts: Ultimately, to demonstrate
the intersection between the Qajar spatial configuration and the present urban fabric, historical maps
were superimposed onto contemporary maps of Kermanshah. This comparison was conducted without
hypothetical reconstruction and relied exclusively on placement of historical items (such as gates, the
market, and the Jameh Mosque). The findings of this overlay are illustrated in map format within the article.

This integrated methodology offers a thorough representation of the city’s spatial configuration during the
Qajar era and facilitates a multi-faceted study, thus enhancing comprehension of historical urban changes.

Discussion

The data suggest that Kermanshah during the Qajar period consisted of various aspects with economic,
political, cultural, and social roles, integrated into a structured metropolitan system. These features mirrored
the socio-economic, cultural, religious, and political dynamics of their era, many of which have since evolved
ot been lost. The structural developments of Kermanshah, especially during the Qajar period, signify major
shifts in the city’s social, economic, and cultural aspects. These modifications not only transformed the
physical structure but also modified patterns of social and economic interaction. Changes in land use and
demolition of certain historic structures exemplify a multifaceted process of modernization and urban
expansion that, while promoting development, has concurrently posed challenges to preserving the city’s
historical identity. Concurrently with these alterations, several traditional components, like neighborhoods
and segments of the bazaar, persist as essential testaments to the city’s illustrious history. Their preservation
and rehabilitation are crucial for protecting Kermanshah’s cultural and historical identity, particularly under
contemporary circumstances. Kermanshah, a significant city in western Iran, shows the processes of urban
evolution over time. Its example illustrates how urbanization and transformation may alienate a city from
its historical and cultural values. Maintaining its urban character necessitates committed actions to safeguard
and restore historical sites, as well as to develop urban policies that honor the region’s history and culture.

Conclusion

Kermanshah, a provincial center in western Iran, possesses a notable historical legacy. The city experienced
numerous modifications across historical periods, with major expansion during the Qajar dynasty. In the early
to mid-Qajar era, the city was structured around the governmental citadel (Arg), the pavilion of Mohammad-
Ali Mirza, mansions, bathhouses, mosques, and neighborhoods. The bazaar and adjacent alleys formed the
city’s core, with caravansaries surrounding it as key elements of economic life. By the late Qajar period,
Kermanshah’s spatial organization became more comprehensive, integrating institutions such as foreign
consulates, hospitals, barracks, and garrisons. At this time, the market was covered and, with Toopkhaneh
Square—the principal square—served as the economic, social, and political center. Around these stood
the royal palace, Meydan-e Mashq (parade ground), administrative edifices including the telegraph office,
customs house, commercial establishments, the royal agent’s office, guardhouses, religious structures, and
other components, collectively representing a unified Iranian urban core. This construction significantly
influenced the prosperity of modern Kermanshah.
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Over time, like other Iranian cities, structural modifications transformed its context, eroding its original
identity. Juxtaposition of Kermanshah’s contemporary map with Monsieur Cherikoff’s historical map
highlights these changes. Today, Toopkhaneh Square, once in the eastern Toopkhaneh district, has been
replaced by Bank Melli. Only remnants of the Divankhaneh complex, Dolatshah Mosque, and Chaharbaghi
Palace remain, as municipal offices and Razi High School occupy much of the site. Sections of the Jameh
Mosque near the market endure. The old bazaar, once segmented into specialized rows, is now disjointed,
with many losing their functions. Most caravansaries have deteriorated, been abandoned, or repurposed.
The Westminster Hospital, later Christian Hospital, in the Shariati area, was demolished by its owner. In
contrast, the Imperial Bank building on Modarres Street, the covered bazaar, and the customs house on
Gomrok Street continue to function. Meydan-e Mashq has become Javan-Shir Square. The former barracks
on Gomrok Street were replaced by a parking facility. The governmental citadel, once in the Bazaar district,
has been replaced by the police headquarters. Though the city’s seven ancient gates remain, they have largely
lost their significance. Of the six historical neighborhoods (Feizabad, Tuy-e Shahr, Alaf-Khan, Barzeh-
Damagh, and the quarters of Molla Abbas-Ali and Qarah-Bagh), three—Feizabad, Barzeh-Damagh, and
Chanani—alongside two Qajar additions, Alatkhaneh and Toopkhaneh, preserve their original names.
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Figure 1. Images of Kermanshah during the Qajar
Era, (Shams, 2002: 70) and (Golzari, 1971: 140)
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Figure 3. Map of Kermanshah in the Late Qajar Era,
(Clark & Clark, 2016: 44)
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Table 1. Architectural and Urban Elements in Kermanshah from the Perspective of Travelers and Travelogues
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Figure 4. Sabzeh Meydan, (Shams, 2002)

5 oy9 Lawlgl 5 Llsl olisle S p olad — gl Jbsles .0 JSUS
Figure 5. Physical-Spatial Structure of Kermanshah in the Early and Middle Qajar Era
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Figure 6. Physical-Spatial Structure of Kermanshah in the Late Qajar Era
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