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Extended abstract

Introduction: The Iranian Garden, as one of the manifestations of global gardening, has a great
diversity in its components. This diversity, with the simplicity of the form and pattern of the Iranian
garden, has led to the emergence of complex concepts and diverse functions. On the other hand, the
gardens of the Ottoman era in Turkey are also completely organic and influenced by culture. A study of
Ottoman gardens shows that they originated from the feedback of various imported cultural roots from
different regions of the world. One of these imported cultures is the Iranian architectural culture, the
feature and component of the view and landscape that has been observed throughout it. Aristocracy, as
one of the main features of Iranian-Islamic architecture, has always been the focus of researchers and
designers. On the other hand, the issue of prohibiting aristocracy emphasizes the preservation of the
interior space from the view and nobility of foreigners.

Methodology: The present study seeks to measure the level of the aristocracy component in the
structure of government gardens of the Safavid and Ottoman periods. Therefore, in the first step,
information was collected, theoretical foundations were developed, and finally a conceptual model was
developed for comparative analysis of the research. In the second step, in addition to measurement tools,
aristocracy indicators were introduced in the government garden space. Finally, analysis and
interpretation of the main research information and data and a final comparative analysis between the
two periods were carried out.

Results: Spatial analysis and modeling interpretation were conducted based on the space syntax
approach using Depthmap software and based on the main research question. The results show that the
readability, orientation, and spatial configuration indices have been identified as the main indices
affecting the level of aristocracy and visibility. Accordingly, the spatial agreement and similarity of the
readability index in the Safavid and Ottoman periods is estimated to be 42 percent, the orientation index
is 50 percent, and the spatial configuration index is 33 percent. The results of spatial analysis also
indicate that the indices and sub-indices of "field of view" and "selection” have the highest agreement
and "readability" has the lowest agreement in both Safavid and Ottoman government gardens.
Discussion: According to the results, it is suggested that a design guide be developed for decision-
making to create new rules and regulations for garden design. Also, longitudinal observations based on
further observation to gain a deeper understanding of social behavior in gardens can help urban
designers and architects to design and retrofit newly constructed gardens.

Keywords: Safavid Government Garden, Ottoman Garden, Aristocracy Component, Depthmap
Software, Space Syntax Approach.
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