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7. Salvador Dali

8. Jean-Francois Millet
9. Van Gogh

10. Frida Kahlo
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The Picture in Charpara is from the Frame of Visual and
Pictorial Arts”

Esmaeel Bahmani™ Safiyeh Moradkhani™ Mohammad Khosravi Shakib™
Mohammadreza Roozbeh™™

Abstract

Contemporary poetry seems to strive toward proximity with visual and pictorial arts. It is often
said that poetry is a form of painting and filmmaking with words. One of the earliest outcomes of
the modernist tendencies and innovations of contemporary poets is the “Chaharpareh” (quatrain-
like form). Thus, the imagery within Chaharpareh represents the most tangible domain of poetic
text. None of the other forms of contemporary poetry emphasize the use of imagery to this extent.
Therefore, Chaharpareh possesses a greater potential for artistic interpretation than other poetic
forms With the aim of demonstrate. the similarities and capabilities of imagery in both poetry and
visual arts, interpretations based on the equivalence of images can be proposed. This approach
also allows for the boundaries between poetry and visual arts to be bridged, thereby expanding the
scope of understanding in both disciplines—especially poetry. From this perspective, the present
study explores the following questions: Which form of contemporary poetry bears the closest
resemblance to visual arts such as painting or cinema? How can one, by aligning poetic imagery
with examples from visual artworks, offer an artistic-visual interpretation of poetry that reveals this
connection? Using an interdisciplinary approach and a qualitative analytical-descriptive method,
the study examines the imagery in Chaharparehs composed by the most prolific and renowned
poets during the peak of this poetic form, through the lens of visual and pictorial arts. The findings
indicate that the imagery in Chaharparehs closely resembles certain works of painting. Specific
examples of famous global artworks are cited that share the strongest connection with poetic
images Moreover, in some Chaharparehs, the imagery flows continuously across several verses,
resembling scenes or sequences from a film. In others, the images form a cohesive whole that
narrates a short story, resembling the structure of a short film—almost as if it were the artistic
screenplay of one.

Keywords: Chapareh, Image, Visual arts, Painting, Short film
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