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TheTransformationofSpatial RelationshipsinContemporary
Ta’ziyeh: An Analysis from the Perspective of Edward T.
Hall and its Effects on Audience Interaction

Majid Kianian®

Abstract

This study aims to explore the spatial codes within the semiotic systems of Ta’zieh
performances in Iran and analyze how spatial relations in contemporary Ta’zieh influence
audience interaction, and how this transformation is achieved. Specifically, the study
examines the characteristics of the performance space in the process of meaning-
making within this dramatic form, transitioning from enclosed spaces (such as Tekayas
and Hosseiniyehs) to contemporary social contexts and everyday life in recent years.
The theoretical approach is primarily inspired by Edward T. Hall’s anthropological
studies on spatial codes, complemented by insights of other scholars in the fields of
performance studies and Ta’zieh art, enabling the analysis of changes in spatial relations
in contemporary Ta’zieh and how these changes affect audience interaction and meaning-
making in this ritualistic art form. The qualitative research methodology employed is
descriptive-analytical, which elaborates on the spatial communication systems within
performance studies and analyzes these characteristics in the evolving performative
capacities of contemporary Ta’zieh. The findings of the research reveal that in traditional
(ritual-centered) forms of Ta’zieh as a religious and ritualistic art, fixed and semi-fixed
spaces have been dominant syntactic systems of spatial signifiers. With Ta’zieh entering
urban life, spatial elements in this form of Iranian dramatic art no longer function as
spaces in the traditional sense. Contemporary Ta’zieh, through its interactive performative
capacities, has shifted from localization within fixed static architecture to public spaces.
This shift transforms the performative functions of space from an inactive organic entity
to an active inorganic one—a “living and tangible environment” or performance bio-
space—facilitating greater audience participation and freedom during the performance
process.

Keywords: Ta’zieh, Spatial systems, Audience interaction, Informal space, Performance
bio-space, Spatial Semiotics
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