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Extended Abstract

Introduction

What is the origin of the differences in various human behaviors? Is it derived
from human essence and innate nature? Or is the social-cultural environment and
upbringing influential? Or are both factors (nature and nurture) involved? The
answer is found in one of the profound verses of the Quran (the verse of
Shakila): "Say, 'Everyone acts according to his own disposition (shakilatihi). But
your Lord is most knowing of who is best guided in way." (Al-Isra', 17:84). The
noble verse presents the knowledge of shakila as a way to understand human
action and reaction, predict, and change their behavior. Among numerous
exegeses, a triangular comparative study can be established between Fakhr al-
Razi (d. 606 AH), author of al-Tafsir al-Kabir (Mafatth al-Ghayb); Muhammad
Tahir Ibn ‘Ashar (d. 1394 AH), author of al-Tahrir wa al-Tanwir; and ‘Allamah
Tabataba'1 (d. 1360 SH), author of al-Mizan. Through this, it becomes clear how
much theological foundations, beliefs, and methods of a thinker influence the
interpretation of Quranic verses.

Methods

The method of the present research is analytical-logical with a problem-oriented
approach, through conceptual analysis, propositional analysis, and systemic
analysis: 1. The research focus is problem-oriented: How does each of the three
mentioned interpreters and thinkers have a different understanding of the nature
of the concept of "shakila" in the Quran? On what anthropological approach is
this different understanding based? And what theological consequences does it
entail?; 2. The logical propositions produced by those three schools of thought
are analyzed to clarify that the noble verse contains three predicates with three
quantifiers; 3. In a networked manner, each of the three thinkers' views on
"shakila" is placed within their intellectual structure, and its theological
consequences are discovered.

Results
Three approaches to the nature of shakila can be enumerated: 1. The nativist
(tabi'at-angara — nature-oriented) approach; 2. The path-oriented (tariqat-angara
— way/conduct-oriented) approach; 3. The dualistic (du-gana angara) approach.
Fakhr's meaning of "nature" (tabi'at) in Mafatth al-Ghayb is the innate
character and personal nature of each human; an individual's action is limited to
two states: either a person's shakila, nature, and innate character is a luminous,
good, pure, and exalted soul, or its opposite, a dark, evil, and shadowy shakila
and nature. In the path-oriented view presented in al-Tahrir wa al-Tanwir, Ibn
‘Ashiir considers the meaning of shakila to be "way" (tarigat) and conduct
(strat). The implication of this view, contrary to Fakhrt's, is that every human's
behavior and action is based on free will and choice.
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Considering ‘Allamah's intellectual structure, it can be claimed: 1. A human
does not have one shakila, but rather has multiple shakilas, and minimally has
two shakilas: a) A shakila born from the type of creation and the characteristics
of the human temperament's composition, which is a personal and creational
shakila; b) Another shakila of a human consists of moral characteristics which,
in addition to the first shakila, are influenced by external factors and arise in him
from the impact of factors outside his essence.

Conclusion

Firstly: Each of the three thinkers in question has explained the nature of shakila
in the noble verse of Shakila according to their own reading and in line with the
structure of their own theological thought.

Therefore, it became clear what theological, and even educational, cultural,
and social, consequences and implications the three approaches—Fakhr's nativist
approach, Ibn ‘Ashiir's path-oriented approach, and ‘Allamah Tabataba'T's
dualistic approach—could entail. And in terms of interpretation, which of these
approaches is more compatible with the context of the mentioned verse and a
systemic analysis of other Quranic verses? After a conceptual analysis of shakila
from the perspective of all three thinkers, the author concluded that ‘Allamah
Tabataba'1's view is more precise and comprehensive because, unlike the
reductionism of the meaning of shakila to "nature" or "way" by the other two
thinkers, he considers it to arise from both types of factors: internal and external.

Secondly: In the mentioned verse, three predicates have been examined: a)
The actor; b) The action (behavior); ¢) The relationship between shakila and
behavior.

Thirdly: Regarding the scope of behavior being governed by shakila (shakila-
mandi), does the verse's intended meaning of the relationship between the actor's
behavior and his shakila imply causal-necessitarian connection, or is it one of
predisposition/requisite (iqtida’)? What ultimately became clear is that "behavior
being governed by shakila" (shakila-mandi-yi raftar), meaning personal nature or
stable way/conduct, does not explain every behavior of an individual. Rather, an
individual's various behaviors are in accordance with his various shakilas. In
fact, in the mentioned verse, there are three quantifiers instead of one, meaning
that the intended meaning of the noble verse could be as follows: "Every human,
some of his behaviors are in accordance with some of his shakilas," in such a
way that a human is able, even despite difficulty on the path of change and
transformation, to change some of his shakilas, and consequently, his actions
and behaviors transform. In fact, this view arises from the perspective of
‘Allamah Tabataba'1 (ra) and is precisely in agreement with human free will and
volition.
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