


History of Islamic Philosophy/Vol.4/Issu.16/Winter.2025 102

Extended Abstract

Introduction

This study critically examines Mirza Mahdi Isfahani's epistemological
framework regarding the validity of rational cognition in metaphysical domains.
As the leading figure of the Tafkik school in 14th century Islamic thought,
Isfahani developed a distinctive approach that sought to reconcile reason and
revelation while challenging philosophical rationalism. The research positions
his thought within five historical periods of Islamic epistemology, tracing
critiques of rational cognition from early textualist approaches through mystical
intuitionism to contemporary Tafkik thought. Isfahani's concepts of "agl sam'i"
(reason subordinated to revelation) and "nuri intellect" represent his attempt to
establish an alternative epistemological model

Methods
The study employs a descriptive-analytical methodology combining:

1) Historical analysis of primary texts including Isfahani's Abwab al-Huda

2) Philosophical evaluation of epistemological claims

3) Comparative study with preceding Islamic intellectual traditions

4) Critical assessment of internal coherence

Data was collected through comprehensive library research of Arabic and
Persian sources, incorporating both traditional Islamic methodological tools and
contemporary epistemological approaches.

Findings
The research reveals three key aspects of Isfahani's system:

1) A theoretical framework rejecting philosophical rationalism while
proposing alternative cognitive modes

2) Significant internal contradictions between theory and practice

3) Substantial debts to earlier traditions despite claims of originality

The analysis demonstrates how Isfahani's critique of rational demonstration
inadvertently relies on rational methods, creating fundamental tensions within
his epistemology.

Conclusion

The study concludes that while Isfahani's critique highlights genuine limitations
in philosophical theology, his proposed alternative proves theoretically unstable.
The findings suggest that systematic religious epistemology cannot completely
dispense with rational methodology, even when attempting to subordinate reason
to revelation. The research contributes to ongoing discussions about the
relationship between reason and revelation in Islamic thought.
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