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Proclus is the author of a treatise titled "Proclus' Arguments on the
Eternity of the World". Influenced by the principles and teachings of
Plato and Aristotle, he defended the eternity of the world in this
treatise through eighteen arguments. Later, Philoponus criticized and
refuted these eighteen arguments. To defend the creation of the
world, he launched a comprehensive attack on Aristotle's physics
and, as the pioneer of arguments for the creation of the world and
the finitude of motion and time based on the concept of infinity,
rejected the eternity of the world. Based on this, he authored two
books titled "Against Proclus on the Eternity of the World" and
"Against Aristotle on the Eternity of the World". During the
translation movement, both books were translated by Muslim
scholars; however, due to the loss of the Arabic translations of these
two books, the position of Philoponus' ideas in the views of Muslim
thinkers was not clarified. By examining and studying the dialectic
of Aristotle and Proclus with Philoponus on the eternity of the
world, it becomes evident that Islamic thinkers, such as al-Kindi,
were influenced by the ideas present in this dialectic in their
perspectives on the creation of the world. Therefore, this study
strives to analyze, examine, and compare these ideas across two
realms of history.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

Proclus was the author of a short treatise titled Proclus’ Arguments on the
Eternity of the World, in which he attempted to prove the world's eternity
through eighteen arguments. Some time later, Philoponus, a student of Proclus
(though indirectly), wrote a refutation of this work, criticizing and dismantling
Proclus' eighteen arguments on the eternity of the world. Since Proclus
considered himself a follower of Plato and Aristotle and believed that they, too,
upheld the eternity of the world, he cited evidence from their works—
particularly Aristotle’s, but also Plato’s—to support his claim. Accordingly,
Philoponus wrote another book refuting Aristotle, disproving his doctrines on
the eternity of motion, time, and the celestial spheres, aiming to demonstrate that
Aristotle was also mistaken regarding the world's eternity. After critiquing and
refuting the views of Aristotle and Proclus, Philoponus introduced innovative
arguments based on the concept of the infinite (non-finiteness) to prove the
temporal creation (hudiith) of the world. During the translation movement, both
books were translated by Muslim scholars. However, due to the loss of their
Arabic translations, the influence of Philoponus’ ideas on Islamic thought was
not fully clarified—though the translated works had a profound and widespread
impact on debates over the world’s eternity or temporal creation in Islamic
philosophy. In any case, about 234 years after Philoponus, al-Kindi, who became
familiar with Philoponus’ ideas through the translation movement, helped
propagate his arguments in the Islamic world and successfully demonstrated the
temporal creation of the world.

Methods

"This study constitutes a form of historical research that analyzes and contrasts
philosophical concepts across different historical periods and distinct cultural
contexts. The research employs a descriptive-analytical methodology, utilizing
library resources for data collection".

Results

In this research, two lost works of Philoponus—Against Proclus on the Eternity
of the World and Against Aristotle on the Eternity of the World—were
introduced, and it was conclusively demonstrated that Philoponus' arguments in
these two works had a direct influence on the views of Islamic philosophers,
particularly al-Kindi, regarding the temporal creation (hudiith) or eternity
(qidam) of the world.

Conclusion
Aristotle, by distinguishing between the actual infinite and the potential infinite,
argued that only the potential infinite exists in the world. Based on this, he



75 Investigating al-Kindi's Historical Sources .../ Vesaghati Heydarpor & ...

concluded the eternity of time and motion, leaning toward the eternity of the
world and its prime matter. Proclus, influenced by Aristotle, similarly upheld the
eternity of time and cosmic matter, defending the world's eternity through
eighteen arguments. In contrast, Philoponus rejected the existence of the
potential infinite and, building on the Aristotelian principle that "the infinite
cannot be traversed," formulated innovative proofs for the finiteness of time and
motion. By advocating instantaneous creation (creatio ex nihilo), he denied the
eternity of matter. Proclus, drawing from Plato and Aristotle and assuming the
eternity of matter, sought to prove the world's eternity in his first argument by
appealing to the eternal generosity (jiid) of the Creator. However, Philoponus, in
his refutation of Proclus, demonstrated that divine generosity (jiid) is compatible
with the world's temporal creation, arguing that the true agent (God), due to the
weakness of matter's nature, acts through timeless, instantaneous creation from
nothing (ex nihilo). 234 years later, on the other side of history, al-Kindi
expanded on Philoponus' arguments, using the same reasoning to prove the
finiteness of the world's body and time, thereby affirming the temporal creation
of the world. Both Philoponus and al-Kindi employed the concept of the infinite
and derived principles to construct proofs for the temporal origination of time
and the world.
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