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Abstract

A set of concepts lies at the core of metaphysical thought, constituting the subject
and predicate of most metaphysical propositions. The centrality of these
metaphysical concepts, referred to in later Islamic philosophy as (philosophical)
"secondary intelligibles” and in Scholastic philosophy as "transcendental
concepts,” was not recognized from the outset of the history of metaphysics.
Rather, their prominence emerged under specific conditions shaped by Avicenna’s
metaphysics. Scholastic philosophers, building on Avicenna’s innovations, further
developed discussions concerning these concepts, and ultimately, Duns Scotus
designated metaphysics as the science of transcendentals, and structuring its
components based on his understanding of transcendental concepts. In this article,
with reference to the metaphysics of Avicenna, Aquinas, and Scotus, and
emphasizing their intellectual commonalities, we aim to propose a general
framework for Scholastic transcendental philosophy. The rationale for selecting
these three philosophers lies in the fact that Avicenna is the primary source of
issues related to transcendentals; Aquinas introduced new issues in addition to
Avicennian themes; and Scotus was the first to explicitly designate metaphysics as
the science of transcendentals. In this paper, we first address the subject of
metaphysics, its components, and the role that transcendental concepts may occupy
within the metaphysical frameworks proposed by these philosophers.
Subsequently, we explore the definition of transcendental concepts, their
classifications, their functions, as well as the shared claim among the discussed
philosophers regarding the proof of the externality of transcendental concepts and
the significance of this claim.

Transcendental Philosophy, Scholasticism, Metaphysics, Secondary Intelligible,
Primary notions.
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Introduction

The term "transcendental philosophy" is closely associated with Immanuel Kant, but the designation
of philosophy as transcendental is not exclusive to him and has a history predating his work.
Consequently, it has been suggested that transcendental philosophy can be divided into three types: 1)
objective-metaphysical, referring to the metaphysics in Scholastic philosophy, particularly in the
works of Aquinas and Scotus, which is grounded in transcendental concepts; 2) subjective-
epistemological, as found in the philosophy of Wolff and Baumgarten; and 3) formal-logical, as
represented by Kant’s transcendental philosophy. This article does not address the relationship
between these three types. Instead, it seeks to propose a general framework for what is known as
Scholastic transcendental philosophy by examining Avicenna’s metaphysics as the primary source of
discussions concerning transcendentals in Scholastic philosophy, Thomas Aquinas’s metaphysics,
which explicitly addresses some new issues of transcendental philosophy, and Duns Scotus, who
explicitly designates metaphysics as the science of transcendentals, while articulating their points of
convergence and divergence. The rationale for selecting these three philosophers lies in the fact that
Avicenna is the primary source of issues related to transcendentals, Aquinas introduced new issues in
addition to Avicennian themes, and Scotus was the first to explicitly designate metaphysics as the
science of transcendentals.

Despite differences regarding the nature of transcendental concepts, they can be provisionally defined
here as concepts that transcend Aristotle’s ten categories or, and thus can be predicated of all categories.
For instance, "unity" can be predicated of substance, as in "substance is one," or of quantity, as in "quantity
is one," and so forth. As will become clearer, each philosopher’s view on the role of transcendental
concepts in philosophy depends on their stance on three issues rooted in Aristotle’s metaphysics: the
subject matter of metaphysics, the relationship between the attributes and accidents of the subject and the
subject itself, and the manner of universality of transcendental concepts, both conceptually and in terms of
their referents. This article will demonstrate how Avicenna’s conception of the subject and issues of
metaphysics, his views on concepts that are primarily impressed in the mind, and the issues and responses
he raises concerning these concepts served as the foundation for the perspectives of Thomas Aquinas and
Duns Scotus. It will also show how each of these philosophers expanded upon Avicenna’s views. By
designating "being qua being" as the subject of metaphysics and establishing the primacy of concepts that
became known in the Middle Ages as transcendental concepts, Avicenna took the most significant step
toward formulating a philosophy grounded in transcendental concepts, which can thus be regarded as a
form of transcendental philosophy. It has been noted that Avicenna “laid the foundation for the Scholastic
doctrine of the four transcendentals, commonly referred to as ens, unum, bonum, and verum” (Janssens
2003: 52) .

Avicenna’s designation of "being qua being" as the subject of metaphysics and his critique of a
theological conception of metaphysics were accepted by Thomas Aquinas (albeit with slight
differences) and served as the starting point for Duns Scotus’s transformation of metaphysics into the
science of transcendentals. By introducing the notion of "primarily impressed concepts”, Avicenna
was the first to draw attention to the role of this class of concepts in human thought. Aquinas and
Scotus accepted this primacy and raised new issues concerning these concepts. By synthesizing these
issues, we can develop a general framework for Scholastic transcendental philosophy. Since a
philosopher’s conception of the subject of metaphysics shapes their understanding of metaphysical
issues and concepts, we will first address the views of the philosophers under discussion regarding the
subject of metaphysics, where we will also explore how Scotus transformed metaphysics into the
science of transcendentals. In the second section of the article, we will elucidate the definitions
provided for transcendentals. Subsequently, we will discuss the primacy of these concepts and the
significance of establishing this primacy. Since the primacy of transcendental concepts is tied to their
universality, we will examine various views concerning this universality (conceptual univocity and
analogy). In the final section, we will address the methods by which the externality of these concepts
is demonstrated.
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