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Abstract

The present article examines the nature of belief from the perspective of Henry
Habberley Price. Price offers a novel analysis of the concept of belief, considering
it as a complex mental state. Using an analytical-descriptive method, this study
explores Price's theory on the nature of belief. The findings indicate that Price
interprets belief not merely as a cognitive proposition but as a dynamic and
interactive process between reason and emotion. He outlines a two-stage process of
belief formation—examining a proposition and its assent—emphasizing that assent
itself consists of both volitional and emotional elements. This approach provides a
clearer understanding of the nature of belief. While Price’s view is noteworthy for
its meticulous effort to analyze the belief process, its integration of reason and
emotion in belief formation, its attention to the role of volition in beliefs and the
responsibility associated with them, and its attempt to clarify the concept
of knowing, there remain significant challenges that call for further revision. These
include ambiguities in the concept of assent as the central element in belief
formation, the difficulty of indirect control over belief, the persistence of resistant
beliefs, the relationship between belief and knowledge, and insufficient attention to
socio-cultural factors.
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Introduction

The nature of belief is a complex and multifaceted subject that has been defined in various ways from
ancient times to the present, each highlighting different aspects of the concept. In The Republic (Book
V, p. 283), Plato describes belief (doxa) as an intermediate state between ignorance and knowledge,
while Aristotle, in Metaphysics (Book 1V, 1008b), examines it as a mental proposition. In the modern
era, Descartes, in Meditations on First Philosophy, introduces certainty and mental assurance as the
core components of belief that resist doubt and skepticism (Descartes, 2012, First and Second
Meditations, pp. 29-49).

According to Alston, belief is sometimes used to refer to a specific psychological state in humans
and other times to the object of belief—i.e., the proposition that a person accepts as true. From this
perspective, believing can be seen as the psychological state of a (religious) person regarding the truth
of a given proposition (Mobini, 2010, p. 66). However, some definitions emphasize certain
characteristics of belief, identifying it based on those features. For instance, by referring to belief as a
dispositional state, they highlight its capacity to influence human thought and behavior (Alston, 1996,
p. 4). Others argue that belief is a positive attitude or inclination toward a proposition or state of affairs
(Quine & Ullian, 2008, p. 26).

In philosophical perspectives, the role of will and reason in belief formation is often emphasized.
Plato, Aquinas, Descartes, and Locke regard belief as a weak and inferior cognitive state compared to
knowledge (Pojman, 2008, p. 518). In radical rationalism, Clifford stresses the rational nature of
belief, considering valid beliefs to be those firmly grounded in reason and whose truth is accepted by
all rational beings (Peterson et al.,2004, pp. 72-73). However, psychological approaches, given the
emotional nature they attribute to beliefs, insist on the role of emotions and feelings in belief
formation (James, 1915, pp. 9-11). Hume, for instance, in A Treatise of Human Nature (Hume, 2007,
p. 396), describes belief as a "lively and vivid feeling" and, in response to the question of what it
means to believe, states:

"Belief consists either in the addition of certain ideas and impressions or in a feeling. But if belief
were merely a combination of ideas and impressions, we could, at will, acquire beliefs simply by
adding the idea of existence to our conceptions. However, ideas are governed by imagination, which is
not entirely free. Clearly, we cannot have beliefs merely by willing them... Therefore, belief is not
merely the possession of ideas. Hence, believing must be a feeling."

In the 20th century, Henry Habberley Price introduced a novel and compelling synthetic analysis of
belief, moving beyond traditional frameworks. In Thinking and Experience (Price, 1969b, pp. 32-74),
Price defines belief as a dynamic and interactive process between reason and emotion. He argues that
belief is a mental state involving the apprehension and affirmation of a proposition. For him, belief is
neither purely a cognitive proposition nor merely an emotional identity; rather, it encompasses a
combination of cognitive-volitional and emotional-affective elements.

Methods

In this article, using a critical-analytical method, we examine the nature of belief from Price’s
perspective, focusing on the gradual cognitive-emotional process of belief formation and the factors
influencing it. We then evaluate and critique Price’s view on the matter.

Results

Price considers the formation of beliefs not as a simple mental state but as a gradational process that
ranges from mere opinion or viewpoint to the attainment of absolute belief. His meticulous effort to
arrive at a precise analysis of the belief process helping the believer gain a better understanding of
how their beliefs are formed and how to evaluate and revise them is noteworthy. By distinguishing
between "examining a proposition" and "assenting it," he demonstrated that belief is a multi-stage
process rather than a mere mental state. According to him, the two cognitive stages of examining and
affirming a proposition are among the core components of the belief-forming process, though
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emotions, feelings, and human discourse (both spoken and written) also influence this phenomenon.
Price distinguishes between two types of belief:

1. Rational Belief (evidence-based and inferential): This type of belief is acquired based on the
confirmation of evidence. That is, an individual must choose among different propositions
according to certain principles, preferring one over another. In this type of belief, while the
believer actively engages in a reasoning-based process, they remain aware of the possibility that
the proposition may be incorrect. Belief always involves recognizing the evidence that makes
the proposition more probable. For example, when a person, after examining scientific
evidence, comes to believe in climate change.

2. Acceptance (non-inferential beliefs): This refers to the automatic affirmation or unquestioning
acceptance of a proposition without regard to existing facts. Here, the individual passively
accepts a proposition without weighing evidence or considering alternatives, based merely on
not rejecting it. This type of belief resembles a feeling formed in the mind, and the individual is
unaware of the possibility that the proposition may be false.

Price differentiates belief and knowledge in terms of fallibility/infallibility and direct/indirect
awareness. He argues that there are two methods through which one can voluntarily both maintain
and generate beliefs:

1. The method of voluntarily maintaining prior beliefs: This involves the deliberate and systematic

attention to evidence for or against propositions that one wishes to believe or continue believing.

2. The method of cultivating voluntary beliefs through the psychological technique of directing
attention: This entails the deliberate orientation of attention—focusing on the proposition itself
rather than the evidence for or against it—Ileading the individual to a state where they are no
longer concerned with evidence at all.

Conclusion
In this article, we have seen that Price outlines four stages in the formation of a belief such as p:

1. Contemplating p alongside one or more alternative propositions: At this stage, the individual

evaluates competing options.

2. Knowing a fact or set of facts (C) relevant to p and its alternatives: This involves evidence or

information that informs the decision-making process.

3. Recognizing that C makes p more probable than other propositions: Here, the evidence is seen as

favoring p.
4. Assenting to p, which entails:
a. Preferring p over other propositions.
b. Experiencing a certain degree of confidence in p.

According to Price, belief differs from knowledge due to its indirect and fallible nature. It
encompasses rational belief (grounded in evidence and reasoning) and non-inferential belief (the
immediate acceptance of a proposition without reliance on evidence).

Price’s careful analysis of the belief-forming process, his integration of reason and emotion, his
emphasis on the role of will in belief formation, and his insistence on epistemic responsibility are
among the greatest strengths of his account. However, his theory also faces several challenges,
including:

- Ambiguity in the concept of assenting.

- The difficulty of exercising indirect control over beliefs.

- The problem of accounting for stubborn or resistant beliefs.

- Insufficient consideration of socio-cultural influences on belief formation.

While Price’s approach calls for further critical examination, it nevertheless raises important
challenges to traditional theories of belief and opens new avenues for future research in this area.
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1. I was under the impression that

2. think without question

3. passive

4. judgement

5. Belief Proper

6. assent upon evidence

7. Acceptance or Taking for Granted
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