FALSAFEH

Online ISSN: 2716-974X

The —n—+s-ey-ee Tehran Press

https://jop.ut.ac.ir

Phenomenology of Love and Its Relation to Beauty in Suhrawardt

Shamsulmoluk Mostafavi®
Associate Professor of Philosophy, Islamic Azad University, North Tehran Branch, Iran. Email: Sh_mostafavi@gmail.com

Article Info Abstract
This article examines the phenomenology of love and its relationship to beauty in
Article Type: the rhrughGff yhbhab abDin Yahya uuhrawar,1, the[mmmmmammst phllosppher
ResearRh irii lle and emtnent tranian sagei ii hrawardi succeeded in ner nn g iisiir siiei
3 philosophy with intuitive wisdom and establishing a firm ontological foundation
(111-200) oo S ..
ii 1 his oottrine ii Ilmmsmassn. Knwwn as the oohooosoher ff iigh *”’he not onyy
Article History: mastered the sciences of his era but also engaged in spiritual discipline and

mystical wayfaring, attaining numerous revelations. Incorporating the wisdom of

Receive Date: ancient Greece and lIran, which he regarded as expressing a single truth, he

11 wugus u5555 combined rational inquiry with unveiling and intuition in pursuit of a
comprehensive and unified divine reality. Through a phenomenological reflection
Revisedate: on the meaning and oontett tt vvie in uuhraoar 'T’s >’ rks, ihis siii y see”s”””
11 uugus u5555 elucidate the essence of his theory of love and clarify its relationship with beauty.
The central question addressed here is as follows: What does love signify in
Accepte Date: uuhrawar’’s “hllospph,, and how is tt retatetl] oo ueauyy*[IThe ddndngs
22 bbbbber 5555 demonstrate that love, like existence, originates from the Divine Essence, identified

as the Light of Lights and the manifestation of perfection and beauty of absolute
love, and flows throughout the whole of being. Its connection with beauty is
eternal, and both, like light and existence, are realities of gradation. The primary
sources emoo®@ed are uuhrawar’t’s ' sss /[ -Ulhhhgq (or @ Hqqaaa Il -1lhhg),
along with Hikmat al-/ll aag, composed largely through an intuitive method based
on unveiiing, and tth er re.evano oorks su uuhrau ardi.

Published online:
33 aaaea aer 0055

Keywords: rrrvvrrr rrr L7777 auty, Being, Light, al-”” iw s al-‘Ushshaqq ikmat al-Ishraq

Cite this article: oos taiatt, Shw(5555.. ohenoo enll ogy ff oove and tts Relaooonoo Beat tycin ddhradard d FAEEEEFE,
V... —o0. 1, Siring -iii mer-5555 .1lellal tetter hiniring frff essDr Dibohs en Jahangiri), Serial ... 44 (111-200..

DOI: htgps://di korg/10.22059/J0P.20. 5.39902201006929

Publisher: The ynyyersyyyff Tehran PressP



mailto:Sh_mostafavi@gmail.com
https://doi.org/10.22059/JOP.2025.399022.1006929
https://orcid.org/0000-0003-2588-9283
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/2.0/
https://orcid.org/0000-0003-2588-9283
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/2.0/
https://orcid.org/0000-0003-2588-9283
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/2.0/
https://orcid.org/0000-0003-2588-9283
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/2.0/

252 FALSAFEH, No. 1, Vol. 23, Spring-Summer-2025- Serial No. 44

Introduction

The foundation of Islamic mysticism rests upon divine love, which holds an eternal bond
with Ausn (goodness) and adll (beauty). As is derived from the noble hatith #tt uu nnnnnn
makhfiyyan fa-ahtttt u nn ““fff aaaaa gquull-khalg li-** 7”111 tas a hidden treasure and | loved to
be knwwn there,,re, , creadeddreaaaarso that I iigh t be knwwrmaathe oosmos was brii ght inooiein g
through love, and all motion, dynamism, and agitation within existence proceeds from this love. Since
creation is a mirror of Divine Beauty and a channel and locus for His manifestation, love is nothing
other than love of beauty; in other words, beauty is the very life and form of love.

Islamic sages and philosophers, each according to their intellectual foundations, have set foot upon
the SaShff oae. b Sina, in his @Gaaadr i lI-gqqqq demonstrates the diffusion of love throughout all
beings, from the lowest to the highest. From his perspective, God is universal love, and all that exists
shines forth from the radiance of His beauty. He is the source of goodness, love and absolute beauty.
To be distanced from Him is to fall into multiplicity, and to be near Him is to ascend in unity. He
maintains that divine souls are enamored of Divine Beauty, while the Most High Himself is in love
with His own essence and His creatures; thus, the sovereignty of love extends throughout the whole
COSMOS.

The great philosopher-gteosppher uu 11a Sadra dddii se hodd, in the @aac, that love of perfection
and oae ff one’s wwn prpnpppeis the ooderddd motive force driving all the particles of existence,
including the human being, in their movement toward the Divine Presence, and that it is the principle
of cosmic order:

ddve hodd a slellal 1lace in the thhhght rr Shihab al-Din Yahya uuhrawardiathe Illuminationist
philosopher and eminent Iranian sage, who was able to intertwine discursive philosophy with intuitive
wisdom, thereby providing a ..rm onomirar oaundaooa oar his uuuminaooonsoooiirin ei uuhraward,
who built his philosophy upon light and was thus daddeddte iihi osppher ff iig ht”” was not Inly
deeply versed in the sciences of his age, but also a man of spiritual discipline, inner journeying, and
prffddnd wyslllal  1nveiiings Suhrawar91’s  phoospphy is dadded dte Philosophy of
[llumination (a@d@aa, mean ng tthe tainin g iight ppon thelhorooon uu the suu,,, as lell as
the Philosophy of Luminosity, because from his viewpoint—he who himself was named the
ithi osppher[GG*’gh’™” God is the z hhHl -nnrrr (Light of Lights), the origin and source of the
cosmos, and the most perfect and beautiful of realities.

uuhrawardi regards oge, .h..h is oound in an e.erna. relationship with beauty, as pervading the
whole of existence. The ultimate end of affection is called love, and if a human being submits to love
and traverses its stations and degrees, he will witness countless wonders. It is love that makes the tree
of the human soul bear fruit and places humans among the chosen servants of God.

. mong uuhra’ar’’” s shorter treattsest trttten in smnooccclanguage and narrative form, al-nnn ss
al-hhhhhihh (The Companion of Lovers) or it hgqraat ee——{On—-the Reality of Love) may be
considered one of the most beautiful works in Persian on love and a masterpiece of literature. Many
have ranked this short treatise alongside Ahmaoo’ha’a’’’ s aannnih al-‘Gaaaaaa and yyyn al-
Quda’’s aaw’’ih. .n 1his treaiiseiiuhradardi dresents the reayyy¥f vvve” in vvevvevrfefhihahlers in a
mystical style, in a symbolic mode, and narrated in the third person. Throughout this short work,
“r'an 7’ verses and mysaaaaaaaeyry serve as the oaunoaooon oar eppressing the reayyyyff
love symbolically and theatrically.
the perfected as lovers of their principle, namely, the Light of Lights. By virtue of their love for the
Light of Lights and their avoidance of impurity, they become receptive to divine illumination and
capable of hearing the melodious and delightful harmonies of the celestial spheres.

The present article seeks, through a phenomenological reflection on the meaning and concept of love in
Suhrag ardi, @ aparoach the core of his docfrine of love—one of the most essential elements
of illuminationist wisdom—and clarify the relationship between love and beauty. Thus, the main question
isas ollows: What s the meaning of love for Suhrawardi, and what is its relationship to beauty?
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The findings of the present study are as follows

1.

2.

3.

Love, like existence, flows throughout being, originating from the Divine Essence—the Light of
Lights, the eternal Beloved, and the manifestation of perfection and beauty as the absolute love.
Love is a gift bestowed by God upon human beings so that they may apprehend beauty and aa4A4A4
Allegorical love (‘igqq aa juu) is a path to true love ( ‘ishq hqqqq).

Love has an eternal bond with beauty, for love is always love of beauty; ultimately, it is love of the
goodness and beauty of the Divine that is reflected in the beauties of both vertical and horizontal
worlds, including the sensible world. The role of sorrow (4uzn) here is to purge the human being of
all that is other-than-He and to prepare the dwelling of the heart for the enthronement of love and
the apprehension of beauty.

. Beauty is an objective reality, not merely allgllal 1Ir atstratt ttn .e... .en.e .. hrawardi, in al-

nnn ss Il -eeeece ee, presents Joseph as the symbol of beauty, who, like Jacob (sorrow) and
uukakkha ,,,.e,, ,, ssesses real ellslenle in the mmginal 1lrl ea tty and tvve in the sensible
realm are but reflections and manifestations of individuated existences in the imaginal world.

. Love and beauty, like light and existence, are gradational. From lower to higher beauty, and from

love of the sensible to love of the intelligible,

. Through struggle, ascetic discipline, and purifying the soul of attachments, under the shadow of

sorrow born of separation from the Beloved, the lover may attain the apprehension and vision of
goodness and beauty, and thereby the perception of transcendent truth.

. A beautiful soul, endowed with delicacy, through virtues and moral perfections, is able first to

apprehend beauty in the world of imagination and thereafter to apprehend intelligible beauty.

.in  hrawar’?’ s th,,gh,, ,,,, e is oound ttth onoddedged and yyeayyyttth oeroeooawd’ Th,s, truth

must be sought in the realm of love and beauty. He regards discursive philosophy as a prelude to
intuitive and illuminative wisdom—a prelude to entering the domain of love and beauty, which is
the highway to witnessing the luminosity and goodness of God as the eternal Beloved.

. Love, as intense affection and fervent inclination toward the Divine, insofar as He is absolute

beauty and the Beloved by essence, is coeval with the First Emanation and permeates the
subsequent levels of existence. Hence, the whole cosmos is, in its very essence, enamored of His
goodness and beauty, striving, yearning, and endeavoring to behold and attain union with Him. It
may be said that what Shaykh al-gshraq and the maoatty ff the mystics declare in this regard is
ultimately an interpretation of the renowned hatith #tt wunnnaa—hhhh ”>”””””"”” an exposition
of how the path to knowledge of the Divine, the Light of all existence, passes through love of
beauty.
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