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Abstract

Propositional attitudes (beliefs, desires) have always been one of the serious
challenges of the modern philosophy of mind, and there is still a deep disagreement
about the knowledge that should be warrantor for studying them. The reason is that
as fundamental states of thought, unlike mental qualities or qualia (pain,
perception), they are hardly subject to physical laws, because in addition to a kind
of intentionality towards the world, they enjoy certain properties such as
normativity, holism, and externalism, which are characteristics of Rationality. The
first serious challenge to these attitudes in the field of Logic was raised by Russell
and later by Carnap, who showed that these attitudes, due to their psychological
characteristics, cannot satisfy the conditions of the two important principles of
mathematical logic, namely, Extensionality and Atomicity. At the same time, their
empiricism never allowed them to be referred to a "Third Realm", which it with
the emergence of Quine's radical Naturalism, neuroscience took charge of them,
and current Physicalism was fully accepted this shift. But a gap in Physicalism
occurred with Davidson to create new capacities in relation to these attitudes.
Davidson made mental attitudes as the signs of thought the fundamental
foundation of his theory of Rationality, which was a middle ground between
radical scientism and traditional modified rationalism, to prove that the realm of
thought is supervenience to physics and represents the world with rational
categories such as attitude and action. But rapid scientific advances have made this
theory not pursued, and attitudes are now presented as the basis of an obsolete
science called "Folk Psychology," which will eventually be abandoned like
phlogiston by the replacement of precise scientific equivalents. So, for now, the
fate of these attitudes is tied more to the future of neuroscience than to their rational
nature.
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Introduction

The term propositional attitudes were first used by Bertrand Russell in his book The Philosophy of
Logical Atomism (1972), and he meant by this phrase those molecular propositions that have two verbs,
propositions such as "I believe that the Earth is round", and verbs such as believe, desire, intend and the
like are all the type of propositional attitudes. With his logical understanding of the types of propositions,
Russell realized from the very beginning the serious challenges of these types of propositions with
mathematical logic and tried to prove these challenges as much as possible. His general position was
clear, because based on the theory of Wittgenstein I, he believed that language should be a reflection of
the world, that is, a reflection of facts, and that facts should include parts that are real, that is, exist.
Therefore, attitudes should be able to include atoms in propositions or names in the real world, but their
different nature does not allow this. In addition to the fact that there is no thing in external that can be
called a belief or a desire... because they are not objects. These attitudes cannot be considered as
constituents of the proposition in the propositions themselves, because in them the basic sentences (for
example, [ believe) and the subordinate sentences (the Earth is round) cannot be separated, because these
two sentences are not disjoint and the whole proposition is a single sentence. At the same time, every
proposition whose subordinate sentences change also changes its truth value. As a result, Russell admits
that the serious problems of the attitudes with the new mathematical logic are mostly due to their
incompatibility with the two famous theories of mathematical logic, namely Carnap's "thesis of
extensionality and Wittgenstein I's "principle of atomicity". In his book An Inquiry into Meaning and
Necessity (1940), he tries to prove this defect of the attitudes by correcting these two theories. But do
these conflicts with the new logic mean that propositional attitudes, as Frege put it, should be sought in
a third realm, such as the Platonic ideal world or Meinung's theory of objects? Russell's answer, given
that he emphasizes that the empiricist method should always be given priority and that the creation of
additional beings should be avoided, is naturally that these attitudes belong to the physical world and
are the same as physical matters, and if they are not of the type of logical matters, they must be of the
type of psychological matters. In this regard, Rudolf Carnap, relying on the ideal of conceptual
empiricism (logical analysis of observational propositions), somehow showed that propositional
attitudes are neither of the type of intensional matters (for example, logical propositions such as a>b)
nor of the type of extensional propositions (for example, if today is Monday, it will rain). The subsequent
fate of propositional attitudes was tied to Quine's serious criticisms of Carnap's conceptual empiricism
in particular and of traditional and positivist empiricism in general. Because Quine considered the main
defects of Carnap's project that led to analyticity to be two important dogmas of conventional
empiricism, namely: 1- the distinction between synthetic and analytic propositions and the principle of
reductionism, and therefore He suggested that we should go beyond these two dogmas and change all
propositions into synthetical or empirical propositions (a shift from distinction to holism). In this sense,
all possible and knowable things would be of the type of experience, and their status would be
determined by their distance or proximity to experience. In fact, the type of all human knowledge is the
same, and they all begin with the stimulation of nerve impulses on the skin of the human body. A famous
quote from Lewis Carroll indicates this similarity of the different types of knowledge: “The Walrus said:
‘It is time to talk about many things: about shoes, ships and wax, about cabbages and kings, and why
the sea is warm and turbulent, and whether pigs have wings ...””” Now Quine's position on propositional
attitudes is clear and he believes that they are at odds with the extensionality of predicate logic and are
more of a intensional type while the logic of predicates is extensional and this is its glorious point and
since intensional logic or in other words Carnap's analyticity project has encountered serious conflicts,
propositional attitudes should therefore be pursued in the neurological and physiological sciences and
they never have an existence independent of physical matters. For this reason, Quine states his position
on attitudes as that of Donald Davidson that will be mentioned below, namely, an “anomalous monism”.
It is also worth noting that Quine, by shifting from traditional empiricism and passing through its main
dogmas, proposes radical naturalism according to which the entrance to any type of cognition is the
human nerve endings and therefore the process of cognition or its accessories such as thought, and
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attitude are all of a natural and neurological type. Of course, Quine does not ignore the advances in
computational and computer science, and he also pays attention to their brilliant results in the field of
artificial intelligence and the discovery of the infrastructures of thought. But then, a completely different
attitude of propositional attitudes between the logicians’ and Quine’s viewpoints distances them from
the amazing achievements of modern science, in order to recover these attitudes not in the findings of
neuroscience and artificial intelligence, but in a theory of rationality. This distance occurs with the
philosophy of Donald Davidson, who seriously criticizes the skeptical and relativistic views resulting
from the radical naturalism of Quine and other empiricists. Unlike Quine, who considered skepticism
and relativism as essentials of naturalism, Davidson showed that this skepticism is due to excessive trust
in science despite knowing the limitations and uncertainty of the scientific method, i.e. induction
(Davidson, 2004: 6). Therefore, he tried to expand the field of thought and for this purpose he turned to
propositional attitudes. But to understand why Davidson chose these attitudes, we must pay attention to
the conventional division of mental matters and states in contemporary philosophy of mind. According
to researchers in this field, mental states are divided into two categories: 1- Qualitative states of
consciousness or qualia, which include raw feelings, emotions, sensations and perceptions, things like
pain that are phenomenal properties of the mind and, despite affecting humans, do not have a specific
content. For example, we do not say that pain has a purpose or is about something, but pain can be, for
example, the result of being injured. 2- Propositional attitudes, which include belief, desire, intention,
wish, hope, fear and the like, and their fundamental difference from the first type is that they are about
a specific state of affairs in the world and a kind of intentionality to the world and explain the world in
some way. For example, the belief that Mars is red indicates a specific state about Mars. Davidson, in
particular, by appealing to the intentionality of attitudes, portrays them as the realm of thought and
thought as a characteristic of a rational being, and in a way revives the traditional definition of man as
a rational animal. In this case, by appealing to Tarski's truth theory, Quine's holism and the principle of
charity that he took from Quine, the theory of radical interpretation that was against Quine's theory of
indeterminacy of translation, Bayesian decision theory, and finally, by developing the conceptual and
existential nature of propositional attitudes, he designs his theory of rationality under the title of an
unified theory of action, speech, and meaning, and defines it as a kind of knowledge of rationality that
will certainly be considered in the future. However, the tremendous advances in the fields of
neuroscience and cognitive science, as well as artificial intelligence, have not yet allowed the
development of Davidson's theory of rationality, and Quine's naturalistic approach continued after him.
Therefore, with the extensive developments in various theories in the field of mind and mental events,
which had moved from dualism and monism to functionalism, the fate of propositional attitudes once
again fell into the hands of the natural sciences, and subsequent theories, including Daniel Dennett's
functionalism, John Searle's biological approach, the behaviorism of the Oxford School (Ryle and
Austin), and proponents of artificial intelligence and the simulation of mental states, including Paul and
Patricia Churchland, took away their privileged position in Davidson's theory of rationality. In
particular, Paul Churchland's eliminative materialism essentially assigned the final determination of
these attitudes to the bright future of scientific findings, and dismissed all theories about these attitudes
as outdated and obsolete knowledge under the title of folk psychology.
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4. A Unified Theory of Thought, Meaning, and Action
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2. radical interpretation
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5. Eliminative materialism
6. Paul Churchland
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1. Folk Psychology
2. Network theory of meaning
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1. Deductive - nomological explanation



WA e g (5 Al (3 gl l3F (5 il S S gSie Cusige

g ol cdlol p e o8 ol g J1)3 jlien adge j0 1) a2l opl 48 iy dgng
Gyl S ol dn alie 4 glo)liS gla ]S jslate &S 5g pludl 5 ciMie
(Eoas Jhed Bian g Clasl pole (1938059, Wby b Jlo ool b s Bld b coiMie
iy plys cod bl (b S @ glo)liS glagil)S b b wnyS S S
s 38 g Attt ilelge g 568058 e ) Sl Byuo Lo il S ol 48 i s ol
Ly b g Bl Slgy YIS elgll 5 653k Bagmn sl elgl 5l s i
o Pl d lple Wsd wilis LS ol job 4 b g W5l ad e Gl i pole
T 9 Vgd 6 Slasl g (BLS pgle )3 b & Cuwsl cnl o yel 4 B slo)l S slaialS
Srodge Wl (Mie b s g I (pla il Sl U )6 (6ymen g Jitas cunle

35 gl (g0

References

Carnap, Rudolf (1948), Meaning and Necessity, A Study in Semantic and Modal
Logic, Chicago & Illinois: The University of Chicago Press.

Churchland, Paul M (1981), "Eliminative Materialism and the Propositional
Attitudes", The Journal of Philosophy, Volume LXXVIII, No. 2, February 1981.

Churchland, Paul M. (1999), Matter and Consciousness: Cambridge, Massachusetts:
MIT Press.

Davidson, Donald (2004), Problems of Rationality, Oxford: Clarendon Press.

Quine, W. V. (1998), From Stimulus to Science, USA.: Harward University Press.

Quine, W. V. (1951), “Main Trends in Recent Philosophy: Two Dogmas of
Empiricism”, The Philosophical Reviews, Vol. 60, No. 1 (Jan. 1951), pp. 20-43.

Russell, Bertrand (1995), An Inquiry into Meaning and Truth, London & New York:
Routledge.

Russell, Bertrand (2010), The Philosophy of Logical Atomism, London & New York:
Rutledge.



