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Introduction

This paper presents a philosophical and ontological redefinition of the concept of "development.” It
argues that the common understanding of development, rooted in modern Western thought, is based on
a fundamental relationship of domination and mastery of humans over nature and other human
beings. This dominant paradigm, associated with industrial progress and modernization, has led to
environmental, social, and spiritual crises. In contrast, the paper posits the authentic meaning of
development as "building (SAKHTAN)"—a construction founded on friendship, care, and
reconciliation with nature and oneself.

The Historical Evolution of the Concept of Development

The concept of development was formally articulated after the Second World War, but its intellectual
origins can be traced back to the Industrial Revolution and the 19th-century idea of "progress.” The
idea of progress was based on a linear perception of time, in which the future was always imagined as
better, more efficient, and freer than the past. However, industrialization brought numerous problems
such as pollution, social injustice, and the disintegration of human relationships. Thus, in the twentieth
century, "development” emerged as a solution to address the shortcomings of "progress.”

Various definitions of development have been proposed:

¢ Industrial and Economic Modernization: The most prevalent definition, based on economic
growth and mechanization.

o Self-Sufficiency: Achieving self-sufficiency through the accumulation of national wealth.

e Development as Freedom (Amartya Sen): Development as the flourishing of individual
capabilities and their ability to realize their potential.

A common, often hidden, principle underpins all these definitions: the human relationship with

the world is one of ""overcoming" and domination.

The Relationship of Domination: The Foundation of Modern Development

The article analyzes the components of this relationship of domination, elucidating the ontology of
modernity. This relationship manifests in six key aspects:

1. Knowledge: Modern knowledge involves understanding objects to dominate them, not to

comprehend their essence. Entities are only recognized as "objects" opposed to a "subject.”

2. Will: Knowledge serves the human will to appropriate and master nature. As Francis Bacon
stated, "knowledge is power," and the goal of science is the conquest of nature.

3. Power: Science and will grant humans the power to remove obstacles. This power can be soft
or violent and can even produce knowledge and truth according to its own needs.

4. Truth: Truth is reduced from something sacred and absolute to the "correctness of a
proposition,” subject to scientific methods and ultimately serving power.

5. Technology: Traditional technology worked in harmony with nature (e.g., a windmill). In
contrast, modern technology assaults nature, turning it into a calculable and controllable
resource to be enlisted for its own purposes. This attitude has led to environmental crises.

6. Freedom: Even freedom within this paradigm is often interpreted as the freedom to appropriate
and consume.

The consequence of this relationship of domination is the crises we face today: environmental
destruction, the deep North-South divide, wars, and nuclear threats. This is not a denial of modernity's
positive achievements, such as democracy and human rights, but a critique of its ontological
foundations.

An Alternative Solution: Development as ""Building' Based on Friendship and Care
In response to the central question—"Is human nature essentially domineering?"—the answer is
negative. That which endangers human existence cannot be its true essence.
e The Truth of Humanity: Life and Friendship: The truth of humanity must be sought in "life.”
Life, opposed to death, signifies growth, flourishing, vitality, and joy. The primary condition



Development as Building 107

that sustains life is friendship: love of self, others, nature, and the transcendent. Friendship is
the antithesis of hatred and enmity, which lead to despair and destruction.

e Dwelling and Care: Authentic human life is "dwelling" on earth. Dwelling means residing
in peace and tranquility and practicing care for oneself, others, and nature. This perspective
stands in complete opposition to the domineering attitude. Care means accepting beings as they
are and intervening in a way that improves and completes, rather than destroys and appropriates.

Authentic Development: Redefining "Building (Sakhtan)"
This is where the profound meaning of "building" is identified as the core of development.

e Building as Doing Correctly: Production and construction that are flawed, inefficient, or

destructive are not truly "building," but rather "destroying."

¢ Building as Reconciling: Every act of building must contain "reconciliation" with nature and

respect for its essence.

Therefore, authentic development means building in this sense: creating roads, schools, cities,
and industries based on correctness (efficiency and sustainability) and reconciliation (harmony and
care for the environment and humanity). This type of development would be human-centered and
nature-oriented.

Final Conclusion: The Necessity of an Intellectual Transformation

The conclusion emphasizes that reaching this understanding of development requires
a transformation in the human relationship with the world. This transformation cannot be
achieved through political decree or mere moral exhortation but is made possible through yearning,
mindfulness, and philosophical thought. This does not mean rejecting modern science and
technology but rather guiding them from within towards a higher purpose. As thinkers like Heidegger
and Holderlin have indicated, "salvation grows where danger lies." The liberating force can emerge
from within the very technology that now threatens us. The condition for this transformation is
becoming thoughtful and understanding the authentic conditions for "dwelling" on earth.
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