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Abstract

Francis Bacon's ideas, as one of the harbingers of modern science, have been the
source of many philosophical reflections in various philosophical fields, especially
in the field of practical philosophy and questions related to ethics and law. With his
ideal plan of the future world, which is based on humans achieving the greatest
blessings in life and its image is depicted in works such as The New Atlantis,
Bacon tried to formulate a program for industrial intervention and
technical productivity of nature, through which the deficiencies and deprivations of
human life, such as war, poverty and disease, would be eliminated and, with the
return of human authority, the ground would be prepared for the achievement of an
earthly paradise without violence and suffering for human beings, in which all of
nature is at the service of human welfare. However, this ideal plan has aroused
serious criticism from critics because it has caused countless human and
environmental disasters in the modern era. By criticizing Bacon's ideal of
sovereignty and dominance over nature, Hans Jonas has called on modern societies
to abandon this ideal and deal responsibly with nature in order to preserve and
protect it. Because this ideal has made the technical use of nature in order to
achieve good and benefit for human life and to lay the groundwork for his
sovereignty as a principle and has had an optimistic view of the ideal of an earthly
paradise, while it has not paid attention to its negative consequences, including the
separation of man from nature and his sovereignty over nature. Therefore, this
approach must be changed and turned from anthropocentrism to physiocentrism
and modern man, as a moral agent, must comply with the imperative of
responsibility towards nature, which entails both moral and legal obligations
towards nature. This article, by addressing some opinions on Bacon's ideal, shows
that a distinction must be made between his ideal and his program to better
understand its positive and negative consequences.
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Introduction

As one of the pioneers of natural sciences and heralds of modern science, Francis Bacon has become a
figure whose ideas have left a controversial legacy and have provided the basis for heated discussions in
discussions about the relationship between modern science and technology and human welfare in the
modern era, and the opportunities and threats that this area poses to human and natural life. In his famous
book, The Imperative of Responsibility, Hans Jonas, a German-American philosopher of the 20th century,
by raising Bacon's ideals at the beginning of modern science, returns the catastrophic situation and the
increasing crises threatening human life in the modern era to excessive success of fulfillment these ideals
and calls for modern societies to abandon these ideals, but rather to bid farewell to the utopia of improving
human conditions by pursuing these ideals, and calls on everyone to deal responsibly with nature in order
to preserve and protect it. The full title of Jonas's book, the imperative of Responsibility In Search of an
Ethics for the technological Age, and it has been translated into several languages, including English,
Italian, French, Dutch, Japanese, and Ukrainian, and has received widespread attention since its first edition
was published in 1979. In the second part of the fifth chapter of this book, Hans Jonas has raised the issue
that if modern humanity allows the current path and current procedures in the field of science and
technology to continue in this way, it will face a catastrophic situation regarding human life and natural life.
He sees this path in line with Bacon's ideal or aspiration at the beginning of modern science. Jonas believes
that Bacon, based on his ideal, has foreseen a program in which science moves towards dominating nature
and the goal of implementing this program is to put science at the service of improving the fate of man in
his worldly life. This program later, by being tied to the spirit of capitalism, has turned into a movement
that has led to excessive mass production on the one hand and to insatiable consumption on the other, and
has gained a kind of self-dynamism through its successes. Accordingly, in his view, the catastrophic danger
of Bacon's ideal of dominion over nature lies in the greatness of its successes (Jonas: 1979). This success,
which is more than anything economic, was for a long time the only aspect of this ideal that attracted
attention. The mass production of goods and their increasing variety, together with the reduction in the
volume and time of human labor spent on this production and, consequently, the increase in the level of
well-being for an increasing number of people and the possibility of their higher consumption, and the
increasing exchange of the total body of society with the surrounding world and its natural environment,
are the consequences of this process. These successes, with the increase of the human population several
times over in recent centuries, have multiplied the dimensions of the problem. The recent phenomenon
today raises concerns that after a not-so-long period of costly celebration of this success and the illusion of
spending days at the peak of wealth and relative richness, will this trend not lead us to the daily routine of
poverty, but will it not lead to a threat of enormous proportions to the very existence of humanity and
nature? Will the balance that existed in nature in the exchange of materials and energy and in the
emergence and decline, and prevented one species from dominating over the others, be completely
destroyed by the continued effort to sit on the throne and perpetuate this success? It must be understood that
the self-dynamism of this path, which began with an invitation to a knowledge that would bring ability and
power to man, has become subject to the internal dialectic of power and at the peak of victory, reveals its
internal conflict. The accelerating effort to control and exploit has led to the loss of human control over
himself and the inability of man to protect himself and nature from man. The ideal of dominating nature
and exploiting it as much as possible in order to realize human goals and his welfare and prosperity, in
Jonas's view, contains a deep conflict that did not even occur to Bacon's imagination, and that is the
coincidence of this increasing control with the complete subjugation of man by a self-dynamics process of
the rule of science and technology that can threaten the very essence of his own existence and nature and
turn Bacon's ambitious goals of liberating man from suffering and deprivation into frightening fantasies.
With such characteristics, what Jonas sees as necessary is to take control of this process and overcome
helplessness and passivity in the face of this dangerous trend. He calls for a transition to power and for man
to gain control over himself in the process of exercising power that which has also taken with it this
claimant to rule over nature; a power that is no longer man's own power, but a self-dynamics power (Jonas,
1979: 254).
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