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Abstract: In this article, we try to show John Dewey's contribution

to Nel Noddings' philosophy of education by focusing on concepts
such as education, democracy, ethics, curriculum, school, and
emotions. Therefore, before stating the differences and similarities
between Dewey's and Noddings' thoughts on the subject of
education, we will briefly review the philosophy of education of
Dewey and Noddings. Then, in the first part, we examine the
relationship between ethics and education in Noddings's thought
through the lens of Dewey's thought and show that the moral goal of
education is common to both thinkers, but Noddings does not
believe in general moral principles and instead emphasizes
emotions. In the second part of this article, we have tried to show that
the emergence of a moral person in the educational system as a goal
leads to the emergence of a democratic society. Finally, in the third
part of this article, we emphasize that the traditional school
curriculum is insufficient and incomplete to achieve the goals of
Noddings, which were mentioned in the previous two parts, and that
the element of emotions and motivations, as well as the role of home
and society and social behavior, should be included in the curriculum
at the same time, and this is what is possible by updating Dewey's
educational philosophy.
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Introduction: It is well

established that John Dewey,
Martin Buber,
Emerson, Whitman, and Jane
Addams, is
philosophers who have

alongside
among  the

significantly influenced
Noddings’

thought. Therefore, it appears

philosophical

that there are considerable
intellectual affinities between
Dewey and Noddings, and
indeed, Noddings  herself
frequently acknowledges her
intellectual debt to Dewey in
both  her
interviews.
Nel Noddings, in  her
philosophy of education—

writings  and

rooted in the ethics and theory
of care—explicitly
acknowledges the influence of
John Dewey’s educational
thought. She frequently cites
Dewey’s words or, more
accurately, puts her own ideas
into Dewey’s mouth, a tendency
evident throughout her
writings. In an interview, she
even states, “Dewey was present

from the very beginning of my

work in education, and my
ethics of care was shaped by my
reading of this philosopher of
education.” In another
interview, she remarks, I do not
agree  with  Dewey  on
everything, but in education, I
share his view that education is
not merely a preparation for

life—it is life itself.

Methodology: This  paper,

following such an approach, has

sought to illuminate the
influence of Dewey’s
educational  philosophy on

Noddings’ work. More
specifically, we have attempted
to highlight Dewey’s role in
shaping Noddings’ educational
thought through three central
themes:

Findings: The Moral Nature of

Education - Both Dewey and
Noddings view education as
inherently ethical, emphasizing
that the goal of education is not
merely socialization but the
cultivation of morally
responsible individuals.

Education, therefore, should
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not solely serve the purpose of
integrating individuals into
society; rather, it should strive
to create a more ethical and just
society through the process of
education itself.

Education as the Path to
Democracy - For both thinkers,
the formation of moral
individuals is  inextricably
linked to the creation of a
democratic society. They share
the conviction that the path to
democracy is paved through
education.

The Limitations of Traditional
Curricula - The standard school
curriculum, in its conventional
form, is insufficient for
achieving these goals. Instead,
curricula must account for
students’ motivations,
emotions, and experiences,
fostering meaningful
connections between school,
home, and the wider world.
Noddings seeks to modernize
Dewey’s philosophy of
education to address these
concerns.

l)iscussion and Conclusion:

Ultimately, Dewey functions for
Noddings as a foundational
framework—akin to software
that she continually updates and
refines to ensure its
compatibility with
contemporary needs. Noddings’
concept of apprenticeship in
caring emphasizes learning
through active participation.
Both she and Dewey place great
importance on the learner,
advocating for an education
system centered on the
student’s lived experiences.
Noddings” well-known maxim,
“The student is more important
than the subject matter,”
encapsulates this idea,
highlighting that the child’s
emotions, thoughts, and well-
being should take precedence
over rigid curricula and
textbooks. For both
philosophers, education must
begin with students' interests
and needs. As Noddings states,
Genuine education must engage
the energies and aims of those
being educated.
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