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Abstract: Christian teachings propose that God has a

superhistorical and supernatural plan for humanity and the world,
unfolding throughout history under divine providence and
predestined truth. This idea has been extensively explored by
thinkers such as Augustine in his City of God and other European
philosophers who incorporate theological perspectives into their
intellectual and philosophical systems. With the advent of the
Enlightenment, however, a paradigm shift occurred in this historical-
theological view, culminating in the philosophy of Hegel. While
Hegel acknowledges the concept of divine providence in history,
inspired by Vico, he rejects the notion of a supernatural God or soul.
Instead, Hegel offers an immanent and eternal analysis of history,
emphasizing the unity of the infinite and the finite within the world
itself. In Hegel’s framework, the relationship between the world and
divine providence does not envision God as solely divine and
absolute, with the world remaining distant and mysterious. Instead,
it portrays a secular, worldly, and human-like God. This perspective
removes the external, supernatural, and transcendent guardianship of
humanity, placing emphasis on human intellect and reason.
According to Hegel, humans determine their purpose a priori in
history, and their plans unfold within the historical process. It is
important to note that this interpretation reflects Hegel’s
philosophical perspective and may not align with all Christian
beliefs or interpretations.
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Introduction: The transition

from the Middle Ages to the
Renaissance and Enlightenment
periods brought significant
changes to the philosophy of
history. This shift can be
characterized as a movement
from religious interpretations to
secular and  non-religious
understandings of  history.
Among these interpretations,
City of God

represents the most prominent

Augustine’s

religious view, while Hegel’s
Philosophy of History embodies
the peak of secular thought.
This article examines these two
opposing
explore the

perspectives  to
evolution  of
historical interpretation.

Methodology: This  study

employs a qualitative
methodology and thematic
analysis. The primary sources
used include Augustine’s City of
God and Hegel’s Philosophy of
History, along with secondary
descriptions and interpretations
of these works. These materials

have been analyzed to present a

comparative framework and an
original analysis.

Findings: Christianity

introduced a historical
conception of human history,
contrasting the anti-historical
metaphysics of Greek
Within this
conception, history is viewed as

philosophy.

having a meta-historical and
supernatural purpose, planned
by God. Christian theology
envisions history as unfolding
according to divine providence,
with historical events measured
against this supernatural plan.
Augustine’s City of God reflects
this view, emphasizing the idea
of original sin, which renders
humanity incapable of
designing predetermined goals
independently  of  divine
wisdom. For Augustine,
humanity fulfills God’s will
within a divinely ordered
sequence of causes known to
God a priori. Thus, history is
seen as a manifestation of God’s
predestined plan.

With the Renaissance and

Enlightenment periods, a new
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attitude toward history
emerged,  culminating in
Hegel's  philosophy.  Hegel
challenges  the traditional
Christian interpretation of
history, rejecting its

supernatural framework. While
Hegel  acknowledges  the
concept of divine providence,
he reinterprets it as an
immanent and internal
principle governing history,
rather than a supernatural and
external force. For Hegel,
history is not directed by a
transcendent God but by a
natural and internal idea
embedded within the finite
world.

Hegel denies the supernatural
dignity of God, asserting that
God cannot be separated from
nature. He redefines the sacred,
secularizing  divine  ideas
traditionally associated with a
world beyond nature. Hegel
achieves this by integrating the
infinite within the finite,
arguing that the infinite only
manifests through the finite.
This perspective leads to the

idea of God’s incarnation within
humanity. Unlike traditional
Christian
places God as a transcendent

theology, = which
authority above humanity,
Hegel's framework elevates
humanity to the position of
God, removing the external
guardianship of divine
providence.

According to Hegel, humans,
through intellect and reason,
determine their destiny a priori
within  history. This view
secularizes divine attributes,
such as power and authority,
assigning them to humanity. In
Hegel’'s philosophy, history
becomes the wunfolding of
human  consciousness and
freedom. The human soul
reaches self-awareness within
history, freeing intellect from
submission to supernatural
authority. Hegel’s
interpretation sees humanity as
infinite,  attributing  divine
qualities to human existence.
Humanity becomes the subject

of its own will, viewing the
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world as its object within nature
and history.

Discussion and Conclusion: The

Enlightenment and the rise of
challenged  the

Christian meta-historical and

secularism
supernatural  approach  to
history, leading to efforts to
exclude God from human
affairs. Enlightenment thinkers,
relying on human intellect,
reinterpreted the world
according to material desires
and goals, marking a departure
from divine providence.

Hegel’s philosophy reflects this
secular shift, presenting a
reinterpretation of the
relationship between the finite
and the
integrates the infinite within the

infinite.  Hegel

finite, redefining the
supernatural dignity of God and
elevating humanity to a divine-
like status. In this framework,
humans, with their finite
capacities, can attain a God-like
position, embodying divine
attributes.  This  perspective
marks a significant departure
from traditional = Christian

theology, emphasizing human
autonomy and intellect as the
driving forces of history.
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