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The main question of the present article is how Aristotle uses nature and
chance to explain politics, and how Islamic philosophy, especially
Suhrawardi, can create a conceptual break from the classical perspective
and criticize its philosophical foundations? To answer this question, the
authors first explain the ontological and political position of the concept
of nature and chance in Aristotle's thought, and then clarify the break
between Suhrawardi and the Islamic philosophical tradition by referring
the concept of chance to human ignorance and misunderstanding of
events, and criticize the ontological position and, consequently, the
political effects of chance. Also, by basing political administration on a
law that the philosopher establishes by considering the interests of the
time, Suhrawardi eliminates the need for the political matter to dominate
nature and a hidden and uncontrollable matter such as luck. On the other
hand, by linking the provision of material and people suitable for the
political sage Farah Kiani, he completely cuts off the hand of luck from
the realm of politics. In this way, a fundamental break is created between
the Greek tradition and the Islamic philosophical tradition. This article is
conducted in a descriptive and analytical manner.

Cite this article: Abedi Jighe,

Foundations

M. & Bagherzade Meshkibaf, M. (2025). Suhrawardi's Break with the
of Aristotle's Political Thought. Shenakht, 18 (90/4), 127-149.

http://doi.org/10.48308/kj.2025.242409.1377

Copyright © The

Authort(s). This work is licensed under a Creative Commons Attribution 4.0 International License.

Published by Shahid Beheshti University.
http://doi.org/10.48308 /kj.2025.242409.1377



http://doi.org/10.48308/kj.2025.242409.1377
mailto:m.abedi2015@yahoo.com
file:///C:/Users/majafari/Desktop/91-2/3/m.bagherzade@uok.ac.ir
http://doi.org/10.48308/kj.2025.242409.1377
https://orcid.org/0000-0002-4466-295X
https://orcid.org/0000-0002-7406-2525

Shenakht, University of shahid Beheshti, Volume 18, 2025. pp. 127-149 128

Extended Abstract

In classical political thought, the realm of politics is filled with components that are
incomprehensible to man and has a mythological framework. In classical political thought,
the realm of politics, which is based on ethics and virtue, lacks independence and is always
explained under the force of transcendent and hidden matters. This conception remained
preserved until the period of the transfer of philosophy from Greece to the Islamic world, and
political thought was unable to provide its explanation based on its own internal possibilities
and logic. That is, instead of the political matter being architected in an borrowed realm, it is
constructed and elaborated upon in its own specific domain and logic.

It is for the first time with the translation of philosophy into the Iranian-Islamic
language and culture that political thought can discover its internal possibilities and allow
politics to take root in its own ground. In this period, with a new understanding of man's
position in existence and his internal power in establishing political laws, instead of founding
the realm of politics upon transcendent matters like nature and fearsome fortune which are
outside of man, the political matter is reconstructed based on man's internal power and the
logic arising from within the system of needs and contemporary interests. In this way, it is
first time through Iranian-Islamic philosophy that philosophy descends from the
mythological heaven of the classical era to the human world and attains its own internal logic.

This conception of the new position of man and the understanding of virtue-centric
politics creates a revolution in political thought and establishes an irreparable break between
the two periods of philosophy, after which political thought in Islamic political philosophy
can never resemble the classical period. Thus, Iranian-Islamic philosophers such as Farabi,
Avicenna, and Suhrawardi should be considered the first philosophers who discovered the
new continent of politics. By making politics independent of transcendent roots such as
nature and fortune, they granted it an independent sphere.

Such a perspective is, on the one hand, a settling of scores with classical political
thought and, on the other hand, an answer to the politics of the time of Farabi, Avicenna, and
Suhrawardi, which explained politics under the dominant Sharia-centric and transcendent
ideology. They established politics under the dominant power of the Caliphate apparatus and
the transcendent, dominant religious law, and subsequently considered fortune, fate, and
fatalism as the foundational elements of the political system.

In reality, politics, instead of being based on fortune and nature, relates to the internal
affairs of this-worldly relations, such as the rational and virtuous human being, both of which
are the result of human free will and individual effort on Earth, not a fearsome and rebellious
force like fortune.

In his view, the existence of suitable conditions is made possible through a ruling
philosopher (Hakim)—a philosopher who, through their own self-perfection and knowledge
of the rational logic of the world, can formulate, control, and administer the political matter
based upon it. Because he considers the realization of the political idea in reality to be
dependent on a criterion that becomes possible through the human being in correspondence
with the interests of the time, all the effort Suhrawardi puts into realizing the ideal politics is
entirely linked to man and the conditions of his age.
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Therefore, no absent or hidden matter is needed for political administration and social
control; everything is conducted in clarity and plainness. In this way, we are saved from the
dominance of nature and fortune in politics, and instead of man slavishly following nature
and entrusting the control of his affairs to the grandeur of fearsome fortune, he fully entrusts
it to human power.

He, in fact, provides a conception of man that is no longer entangled in the dominance
of nature and fortune in human relations, as was the case in the Greek tradition. Rather, he
has acquired such power in the administration of the world and political affairs that he
deduces the entire political structure from a composite relationship between the ruling
political intellect (Agl-e Hakim), public interests (Masalih-e Umumi), and law based on
public interests.

Among these three elements, he considers the political legislator (Shari') and lawgiver
to be the most important, and he regards his existence as the completion of the law that
regulates the social system. For this reason, he states: "And transactions would not be
complete [except with a tradition and justice, and tradition and justice would not be complete
except with a setter of tradition (Sunnat-Nehandeh)] and an expander of justice (Adl-
Gostari)" (Suhrawardi, Vol. 3, 1380: 454).

In the book he describes the political philosopher who lays down the political law as
the possessor of the world-revealing cup (Jam-e Giti-Nama), by looking into which he
becomes informed of hidden matters and all the laws of existence and humanity.
Subsequently, Suhrawardi describes the world-revealing cup itself as the political
philosopher, and in this way, in the form of a poem, he expresses his idea that by referring to
himself, man brings forth all hidden matters and consequently the laws of existence and
politics from within himself.

we showed that Aristotle believed in the ontological basis of Fortune (Fate/Chance)
and Nature. In his view, the dominance of Nature over the world and human relations
determines the form, trajectory, and goal of everything, especially the political matter. The
fearsome and uncontrollable Fortune prepares the appropriate matter and people for the
establishment of a political order. Consequently, the human being is employed as a slavish
entity in the service of Nature and Fortune for the aims of the political order.

Opposite to this conception is the Islamic philosophical tradition, and specifically
Suhrawardi, who is the main focus of this article. To save man from being a slave in the
political order, the Islamic philosophical tradition exposes the negative reality of Fortune
(Bakht) for Aristotle. Instead of conceiving Fortune as an ontological element, it considers it
to be born of human ignorance and illusion. Based on this, Fortune is not an external reality
that can turn our lives upside down and bring about major political transformations; rather,
it is something imaginary and mental that holds no external power for political change.

The fundamental characteristic of Fortune in the Greek tradition is its elusiveness and
uncontrollability. Suhrawardi attributes these characteristics to the fact that the truth of
Fortune was concealed and unknown to man in the Greek tradition and Aristotelian thought.
To reduce the power of Fortune in the Aristotelian conception, instead of establishing politics
in a realm that is concealed and unknown to man, politics must be linked to entirely clear and
manifest components. By removing the hidden nature of political foundations, we help
eliminate the force of Fortune and facilitate the emergence and development of human power
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in the political sphere. In this way, instead of basing politics on uncontrollable, concealed,
and elusive matters, clear and controllable matters become the basis of the political affair.

To achieve this, Suhrawardi grounds politics upon the law derived from human
rationality—a law that is put into action in correspondence with the social interests of the
time and is appropriate to the system of needs, and which drafts political law with
consideration for public interests. Through this, he prepares a way to reclaim the political
domain from the concealed and fearsome matter of Fortune and to re-assign it to human
power.

In this manner, Suhrawardi succeeds not only in containing Fortune but also in
overcoming the dominance of super-human Nature, replacing it with the rational law
instituted by the philosopher. Furthermore, to destabilize the foundation of the concept of
Fortune, Suhrawardi delivers a devastating critique of the role that Aristotle and Plato had
given to Fortune in preparing the suitable matter and people for establishing a political affair.
By linking the preparation of suitable matter and people to human power, he disarms Fortune
against man and attributes Fortune's fundamental role to the Kiyanic Splendor (Farr-e Kiyani)
of the political philosopher. Thus, Suhrawardi creates a fundamental break between political
thought in Islamic philosophy and Greek political thought.
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