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Abstract

This paper adopts an analytical-comparative method to examine the foundations of the
Fundamentality of Quiddity and the Fundamentality of Existence in Islamic philosophy, with
particular attention to the objective form of secondary philosophical intelligibles (existence,
contingency, unity) and logical categories (genus, differentia). Suhrawardi and Mirdamad, as the
founders of the former school, deny an independent objective form to these categories on the
grounds of the impossibility of infinite regress. They regard existence merely as the "realization
of quiddity,” considering quiddity as the sole authentic reality. Consequently, external reality is
viewed as a "mixed single object,” and these categories are deemed mental considerations. This
approach, however, faces a challenge in explaining the correspondence between mind and reality.
In contrast, Mulla Sadra, emphasizing the Fundamentality of Existence, conceives existence as a
unitary, simple, and graded reality that constitutes the authentic objective form. By distinguishing
between “concrete attribution"— in which both subject and attribute have independent objective
forms—and "abstractive attribution"—in which the attribute lacks a separate objective form—he
explains mind-reality correspondence based on the unity of existence. The paper concludes that
disagreement over the independent objective form of these philosophical concepts lies at the core
of the divergence between these schools regarding the structure of reality and the criterion of truth.

Keywords: fundamentality of existence, fundamentality of quiddity, objective form, secondary
philosophical intelligibles, mind-reality relationship.

Introduction

The opposition between the schools of the Fundamentality of Existence (Asalat al-Wujiid) and
the Fundamentality of Quiddity (Asalat al-Mahiyyah) in Islamic philosophy originates from their
divergent interpretations of the "objective form" (Sizrat-e ‘Ayni) of fundamental philosophical and
logical concepts. The central question concerns whether concepts such as existence, possibility,
unity, genus, and differentia possess an independent identity and realization in the external world,
or whether they are merely mental considerations. This issue underlies the ontological and
epistemological foundations of both schools and has far-reaching implications for explaining the
structure of reality, the relationship between mind and world, and the criteria for the truth of
philosophical propositions. With this focus, the present paper analyzes and compares the views
of Suhrawardi and Mirdamad as representatives of the Fundamentality of Quiddity, and Mulla
Sadra as the founder of the Fundamentality of Existence.
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Research Findings

An examination of the views of Suhrawardi and Mirdamad shows that, relying on the proof of
the impossibility of infinite regress in external reality, they deny any independent objective form
for philosophical concepts. In their view, authentic external reality is confined to the essence of
quiddity, while existence is nothing more than the “establishment” (Taqgarrur) of quiddity.
Philosophical concepts are thus regarded as mental considerations abstracted through intellectual
analysis of quiddities. Although this approach avoids ontological infinite regress, it faces a serious
challenge in explaining the correspondence between mind and reality and providing a criterion of
truth. This raises a critical question: how can purely mental considerations genuinely correspond
to objective reality? By contrast, Mulla Sadra, through his acceptance of the Fundamentality of
Existence, maintains that existence is a unique, simple, graded reality possessing independent
objective realization. In his system, quiddity functions as the limitation and determination of this
unitary reality and is secondary and conceptual matter. The key to resolving the correspondence
problem in the Sadrian system lies in the distinction between two types of attribution. The first is
concrete Attribution (#tisaf Indimami), in which both the subject (e.g., a body) and the attribute
(e.g., whiteness) exist objectively and independently. The second is Abstractive Attribution (/ttisaf
Intiza 1), in which the attribute (e.g., possibility or unity) lacks an extra objective form and is
abstracted by the mind from the mode of existence of the external subject. According to Mulla
Sadra, philosophical concepts are not mere mental constructs; rather, they express various aspects
and degrees of the same unitary reality of existence. Consequently, truth consists in the conformity
of the intellect to the graded and hierarchical structure of objective reality — namely, existence
itself.

Conclusion

The comparative analysis demonstrates that the primary source of divergence between the two
schools lies in their respective positions regarding the objective form of philosophical concepts.
The school of Fundamentality of Quiddity, by denying such an objective form, proposes a simpler
ontological structure free from infinite regress. However, it fails to provide a satisfactory account
of knowledge and mind-reality correspondence. In contrast, Mulla Sadra's school of
Fundamentality of Existence, by accepting a more complex ontology based on personal unity and
gradation of existence, offers a robust solution to the problem of knowledge and truth.
Nonetheless, this school faces its own challenge in explaining the stability and multiplicity of
quidditative distinctions within that unity. This enduring opposition reflects the deep
philosophical tension between the unity of reality and the multiplicity of knowledge in Islamic
philosophy, suggesting that future progress may require a synthetic approach that preserves the
strengths of both perspectives.
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