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The bourgeois intellectual system is extremely incoherent and disjointed, and
this incoherence is only one of the consequences of capitalism and its relations
based on commodity relations and idolatry. Therefore, in Lukacs's view, despite
the dominance of bourgeois class ideas, only the proletariat has the ability to
recognize the totality of the system and can act as a subject of revolution due to
its special social position. In this intellectual system, art has an epistemological
position, and critical realism, as Luk&cs's most prominent artistic theory, is
meaningful only in this process of the proletariat's self-awareness and the
development of the moment of revolution. The realist writer, who reflects the
totality and culture of bourgeois societies, is the same subject of the proletariat
that goes through the process of achieving self-consciousness and, by creating
beautiful works and realistic reflections of the totality, helps the proletariat to
develop and understand the contradictions of capitalist societies, as well as to
understand its position as a social force. In this research, by collecting
information and library data and using a descriptive-analytical method, we have
answered this question: If the dominant ideas are those of the bourgeois class,
how can the proletariat achieve general knowledge and change and transform
relations? Also, how have writers who belong to the bourgeois class achieved
understanding and knowledge of the general? While, according to Lukacs,
knowledge of the general is impossible for this class.
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Extended Abstract

If we want to define the limits and boundaries of bourgeois realism, or the critical realism that
Lukécs intends, we have no choice but to adhere to his own method. That is, we must constantly
move back and forth between the two extremes of socialist realism and modernism, according to
the discussion. In fact, we are faced with a conflict between two fundamental and general
tendencies, not simply a conflict between artistic and literary types. Lukacs himself believes that
all writings have a degree of realism, realism is not a style among other styles, but the foundation
of literature. Hence, it is clear that Lukéacs is not fundamentally interested in stylistic and technical
differences, and the conflict he addresses is much more fundamental and ideological.

He believes that the proletariat as a social force can achieve knowledge of the totality of the
system, understand and comprehend the contradictions, see the complexities, and this general
cognition is for the proletarian as self-consciousness. He ultimately considers the revolution and
the realization of socialism, which will come to fruition from this self-awareness, as the salvation
of modern man from the trap of his sufferings, disintegrations and fragmentations, and believes
that only the proletariat can be the subject of revolution. Only the proletariat as a class can achieve
knowledge of the whole and escape the deadly trap of bourgeois particularism.

Basically, the place of art and critical realism in this system and process will be understandable
and analyzable. Therefore, we are forced to recognize the ideas of the bourgeois class and, within
these ideas and relations, to formulate its limits and boundaries. In the present study, while
addressing critical realism as an artistic genre, we have put together the necessary components step
by step and have provided a general picture of the ideas of the ruling class and the fundamental
contradictions of capitalist societies .

Materials and Method

In this research, based on the collection of library information and data and with a descriptive-
analytical method, we seek to resolve this contradiction that on the one hand, Lukéacs considers the
ideas of the ruling and dominant class in society to be the ideas of the bourgeois class, while at the
same time he believes that the proletariat and the working class are the only social force that can
understand the totality of society and ultimately undertake revolution and fundamental changes.
On the other hand, he calls critical realism bourgeois realism and considers the writers of this genre
to be a complete mirror of the bourgeois class and culture that has also achieved an understanding
of the totality of the system and has reflected it in the best possible way. If the dominant ideas are
the ideas of the bourgeois class, how can the proletariat achieve a general understanding and
undertake changes and transformations in relations, and how have the writers who belong to the
bourgeois class achieved an understanding and recognition of the totality ?

Description

If we are to understand the place of art in Lukacs's intellectual system, we must consider his
narrative after 1920. In fact, we must examine the role of art, especially literature, in the process
of proletarian consciousness. First, Lukacs, like other thinkers and philosophers who reach
intellectual maturity after some effort and effort, has reached intellectual consistency and
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coherence since 1920, therefore, it is not possible to achieve a correct understanding of the place
and function of art in his intellectual system based on the views of the young Lukacs. Second, for
Lukacs, what is of the highest importance is revolution and the realization of socialism. Basically,
his treatment of the issue of art and critical realism is meaningful only in this regard. A realism
that is supposed to help the proletariat achieve self-consciousness and discover the moment of
revolution.

Therefore, any mechanism of art in Lukacs's ideological system must be understood within the
structure of this process. According to Lukacs, the bourgeois class as a class and capitalism as a
social force cannot formulate and understand a coherent intellectual system. The theoretical system
of the bourgeois class is extremely fragmented and disjointed. What is called science in bourgeois
societies and the modern era is merely parts of disjointed and island-like specialized and laboratory
knowledge that ultimately is not going to solve the overall puzzle and create a unified picture that
stems from the very situation of division of labor and the lack of coherence of their intellectual
system.

The role of art becomes a form of knowledge, not merely knowledge at the level of phenomena,
but knowledge of the underlying ideas and the system as a unified whole. Lukacs himself
emphasizes in History and Class Consciousness that the artistic principle of this period is the
creation of a concrete whole based on a conception of form that is directed precisely towards the
concreteness of its material foundation and, as a result, can eliminate the accidental relationship of
elements to the whole .

Conclusion

Lukacs believes that the dominant ideas are the ideas of the ruling class, but at the same time
capitalism and the incoherent bourgeois intellectual system suffer from fundamental contradictions
that, incidentally, are also based on these contradictions. On the one hand, the bourgeois class, due
to its intellectual disintegration and fragmentation, can never achieve an understanding of the
totality of the system and perceives its ideas, which also serve as the driving force of society, as
separate from itself. On the other hand, this ruling class needs to recognize its interests in order to
survive, which requires recognizing the entirety of the system. This contradiction, which is based
on the contradiction between the relations of capital accumulation and the relations of production
and has made this class a blind social force, allows the proletariat to have its own role under the
banner of the dominant bourgeois ideas and to undertake fundamental changes.

Lukacs never declared that the writers of bourgeois realism came from the bourgeois class, but
simply stated that they reflected the totality of bourgeois societies and were a complete mirror of
the culture of their time. According to the signs observed in Lukéacs's own works, these writers
could not belong to the bourgeois class, although they described the complexities of their societies
and times under the influence of capitalist ideas and their lived experiences. Because the first
condition is that these writers did not deny socialism, while belonging to the bourgeois class
automatically implies the negation of socialism and the bourgeois subject cannot act in the interests
of the proletariat. The second condition is that these writers understood the totality of the system.
It is clear that in Luké&cs's view, understanding the totality is impossible for the bourgeois class and
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only the proletarian is capable of understanding the totality of the system and recognizing the
totality due to his social position.

Of course, this contradiction stems from the fact that Lukéacs emphasizes that these writers are
not socialists and reflect the best bourgeois culture of their time. However, it should be noted that
Lukécs, just as Marx in Capital formulates the revolution under the banner of capitalist ideas, also
defines critical realism under the banner of bourgeois class ideas. A realism that is supposed to act
in the interests of the proletariat and the development of the moment of revolution. This work is
undoubtedly not made of the bourgeois subject because of his social position.
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