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Many theorists have been developing their concepts on metaphor, among which
Gadamer and Davidson are two thinkers for whom metaphor plays a key role
in their philosophical project—and, interestingly, both disagree with Aristotle’s
view which considers metaphor as a shortened simile. Both philosophers
believe that there is no definite method or systematic procedure for
understanding truth; every interpretation is based on language, and the
foundation of understanding is also structured by interpretation and language.
Additionally, any act of understanding requires a prior background agreement,
principle of charity. Metaphor, too, is a concept entirely dependent on
understanding, therefore on language. For Gadamer, the conception of
understanding is based on the "fusion of horizons". This fusion does not at all
mean the suppression of difference; rather, he considers understanding as a
fusion that occurs in metaphor. On the other hand, Davidson believes that what
is recognized as metaphorical meaning is not meaning, but rather, in fact, its
particular use. Now, considering both philosophers’ serious attention to the
concept of metaphor, the main question of this research is: How can metaphor
be grounded as a central concept in Gadamer and Davidson's view on
elucidating “understanding truth”? Through the investigation carried out, it
becomes clear that for Gadamer, metaphor has a hermeneutic and ontological
function, whereas for Davidson, it is examined as a literary device with
epistemological implications. Nevertheless, this concept can be considered a
foundational point through the determination of “Horizon”.
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Extended Abstract

The philosophical investigation into metaphor has long transcended its classical treatment as a
mere rhetorical ornament, with contemporary thought elevating it to a status of profound
epistemological and ontological significance. Within this expanded field, Hans-Georg Gadamer
and Donald Davidson emerge as two pivotal thinkers for whom metaphor is not a peripheral
concern but a central pillar supporting their broader philosophical projects. It is particularly
noteworthy that both, despite the vast differences in their traditions, find common ground in their
departure from the Aristotelian view that reduces metaphor to a mere abbreviated simile, a simple
comparison stripped of its decorative phrasing. For them, this classical account fails to capture the
genuine cognitive work and transformative potential inherent in metaphorical utterance. Their
shared resistance to this simplification hints at a deeper, more complex alignment, one that
revolves around the fundamental nature of truth and understanding.

Both philosophers articulate a profound conviction that the pursuit of truth cannot be
constrained by a definitive method or a systematic procedure. They reject the notion that
understanding can be arrived at through the mechanical application of rules, as if it were a logical
puzzle to be solved. Instead, they posit that all interpretation is inextricably rooted in language
itself; our very capacity to make sense of the world, of texts, and of each other is mediated by the
linguistic frameworks we inhabit. This relationship is circular and generative: language is the
medium of understanding, while the very foundation of our understanding is, in turn, structured
and made possible by acts of interpretation that are themselves linguistic. This hermeneutic circle,
or in Davidson's case, a principle of coherent interpretation, necessitates a form of charitable
engagement. Any act of understanding requires a prior background agreement, a presupposition of
overall rationality and coherence in the other, which Davidson famously termed the "principle of
charity." We must, as a condition of making sense of another's speech or writing, assume that most
of their beliefs are true and coherent by our own lights, for without this initial leap of goodwill,
interpretation could never begin. Metaphor, as a phenomenon that is entirely dependent on being
understood, is therefore deeply embedded within this triad of language, interpretation, and
charitable presupposition.

Gadamer’s specific conception of understanding is elegantly captured in his notion of the
"fusion of horizons." This fusion is not a suppression of difference or a homogenization of
perspectives into a bland uniformity. Rather, it is a dynamic and dialogical event where the horizon
of the interpreter and the horizon of the text, tradition, or speaker meet, interact, and generate a
new, expanded horizon of meaning that was not available to either party beforehand. For Gadamer,
this is precisely the event that occurs in a powerful metaphor. A successful metaphor is not a simple
substitution of one term for another but an event that brings two disparate domains of experience
into a charged and productive tension. In this tension, a new way of seeing is born; a new insight
is disclosed. The metaphor, in its unparaphrasable totality, facilitates a fusion of horizons between,
for instance, the concept of "argument” and the experience of "war," thereby fundamentally
altering our perception of what an argument is. Understanding, therefore, is this metaphorical
fusion itself.
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Davidson, approaching from the landscape of analytic philosophy, presents a starkly different, yet
equally revolutionary, account. He vehemently disputes the idea that metaphor carries a special
kind of meaning, a "metaphorical meaning" distinct from its literal components. For Davidson,
what is recognized as the metaphorical effect is not a matter of meaning at all, but rather a function
of its particular use. The words in a metaphor mean exactly what they mean in their ordinary,
literal contexts. The genius of the metaphor lies in what we are prompted to do with this literal
meaning. When we encounter the statement "life is a tale told by an idiot," we are confronted with
its literal falsehood, and it is this very jolt, this incongruity, that causes us to sit up and take notice,
to explore the unexpected resonances and connections that the literal statement brings to mind.
The meaning is fixed and literal; the use of that meaning is imaginative, provocative, and causal,
setting off a chain of thoughts and comparisons in the hearer.

Now, considering the serious and foundational attention both philosophers accord to this
concept, the central question of this research crystallizes: How can metaphor be grounded as a
central concept in both Gadamer and Davidson's distinct projects, specifically in their shared
endeavor to elucidate the complex notion of “understanding truth”? Through a detailed
investigation, it becomes clear that their paths, while parallel in their significance, lead to different
philosophical destinations. For Gadamer, metaphor performs a fundamentally hermeneutic and
ontological function. It is an event of disclosure that reveals something new about the nature of
being, expanding our world by forging new linguistic and conceptual connections. It is truth
as aletheia, as an unconcealment. For Davidson, metaphor is examined primarily as a potent
literary and pragmatic device with profound epistemological implications. It is an instrument that,
by using literal language in an unusual way, can cause us to see the world in a new light, prompting
insights and analogies without encoding those insights in a separate layer of meaning.
Nevertheless, despite this fundamental divergence in their accounts of how metaphor works, the
concept itself can be considered a foundational point of convergence through the determination of
what Gadamer calls the “Horizon.” It is at the ever-shifting horizon of the understandable, at the
limit of our current conceptual schemes, which the metaphorical event—whether viewed as a
fusion or a provocative use—occurs, challenging and expanding the very boundaries within which
we seek and understand truth.
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