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We have, among our moral concerns, both impartiality concerns and partiality
concerns. Accordingly, any moral theory, including impartial theories, should
somehow reconcile the two concerns. The basic question of this article is
whether “valuing all persons equally” can be reconciled with “valuing partial
motives and reasons and particular persons (deep partiality)”. This article aims
to find, analyze, and explain an answer that the impartialist Kantian moral
theory can provide to that question, as the theory faces important obstacles in
reconciling impartiality and partiality. One obstacle is its emphasis on the
“motive of duty,” which is in conflict with “partial motives”. The other is its
emphasis on the value of humanity in persons, which appears to conflict with
the value of particular persons, whereas in partiality we value particular
persons, that is, for the sake of their individual features. In general, | have
concluded that the defender of Kantian theory can explain the value of partial
reasons or motives and the value of particular individuals in two steps. The first
is that Kant believes that, in addition to the motive of duty, humans, based on
their humanity and rational nature, have a special kind of value called “dignity”;
therefore, we ought to revere humans. The second is to contemplate the
“capacity to set ends,” an important feature of humanity and rational nature.
Revering a person in situations where we have a personal relationship with
someone requires our attention to the ends which we know he has, otherwise
we have not revered his capacity to set his ends. The method has been to search,
or rather to extract “implicit” ideas and concepts related to the issue of
“partiality” from the Kantian moral theory. That is because “explicit” concerns
of this theory —put forward during the modern era with its universalist
viewpoint—were primarily “impartialist.”
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Extended Abstract

We have, among our moral concerns, both impartiality concerns and partiality concerns. One version of
impartiality concern is that the attention that we pay to the interests of each person ought to be equal to the
attention that we pay to the interests of other persons. One version of partiality concern is that we ought to
prioritize some interests of ourselves and those we are in a relationship with and do so with the reason (or
motive) that we are ourselves and we are in that relationship with those persons. Any moral theory,
including impartial theories, should somehow reconcile the two concerns. The basic question of this article
is whether “valuing all persons equally” can be reconciled with “valuing partial motives and reasons and
particular persons (deep partiality)”. This article aims to find, analyze, and explain an answer that the
impartialist Kantian moral theory can provide to that question, as the theory faces important obstacles in
reconciling impartiality and partiality. One obstacle is its emphasis on the “motive of duty” (every action
to be morally valuable must be done for the sake of duty), which conflicts with “partial motives” (e.g.,
because he is my child). The other is its emphasis on the value of humanity in persons, which appears to
conflict with the value of particular persons, whereas in partiality we value particular persons, that is, for
the sake of their individual features. So, the problem for Kantian moral theory is that for it not to distort
relationships, love, and partiality, how it can somehow regard partial reasons or motives —and consequently
the partial actions and relationships in question— as having moral value; and more importantly, how it can
somehow account for the moral value of particular persons. In general, | have concluded that the defender
of Kantian theory can explain the value of partial reasons or motives and the value of particular individuals
in two steps. The first is that Kant believes that, not only the motive of duty, but also humans, based on
their humanity and rational nature, have a special kind of value called “dignity”; therefore, we ought to
revere humans. Reverence orients our will to ends who are persons, not to results which are to be achieved.
An innovation of Kant is that "persons” can be the end of our actions; it need not be the results that we
represent. The concept of "end" in this discussion is very much different from the ordinary concept of end.
It is self-existent and already exists. A human is such a kind of end for our actions, and therefore setting
him as an end of our action does not involve an inclination to produce some result. But this first step is not
sufficient for the aim of this article. Because each person does not have a "unique" value. The dignity or
incommensurable value of persons is in virtue of their humanity and rational nature that are shared by
others. In the Kantian theory, common (especially rational) features of humans are central. For Kant,
humanity is the same as our noumenal personality, and he even differentiates it from our phenomenal or
observable persons, which ground our personal differences. If the true object of reverence is humanity, is
it not only the shared humanity between particular individuals and others that is valuable? Is not Kant's
"formula of humanity” too impartial? To answer these questions in the negative, we need the second step,
which consists of contemplating the “capacity to set ends,” an important feature of humanity and rational
nature. As part of Kant's formula of humanity, we ought to so act as to make "capacity to set ends" —among
other things— our end. Revering a person in situations where we have a personal relationship with someone
requires our attention to the ends which we know he has set for himself (including personal ends), otherwise
we have not revered his capacity to set his ends. This attention in turn requires our attention to his particular
features (concerns, hopes, personal history, etc.). Valuing humanity in persons is not only to promote the
capacity to set ends considered in abstract or only supporting ends which all rational agents ought to
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endorse, but also valuing persons as the authors of their own personal ends. This is the way in which
particular persons are valued in Kantian moral theory, and this constitutes their value. In Kantian theory,
this valuing persons as authors of their personal ends can also be our motive or reason for our actions, and
such motives or reasons are "partial” because they involve valuing individuals as the authors of their own
personal ends. The method has been to search, or rather to extract “implicit” ideas and concepts related to
the issue of “partiality” from the Kantian moral theory. That is because “explicit” concerns of this theory —
put forward during the modern era with its universalist viewpoint—were primarily “impartialist."
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