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Paul Guyer is one of the most prominent commentators of Kant's works, whose
opinions have always been respected by Kant scholars. He offers a unique
interpretation of Kant's doctrine of aesthetic deduction, which has prompted
thought-provoking critiques. This interpretation is known as the "epistemic-
non-normative interpretation," which relies on a statement by Kant in §32: "to
say 'this rose is beautiful' is equivalent to saying that the claim [particular]
satisfies everyone"; this interpretation argues that the inference of aesthetic
judgment must be an argument sufficient for "attributing” specific feelings to
others under specific conditions, ultimately claiming that Kant's own analysis
necessitates addressing details, which could lead to the failure of his deduction.
Accordingly, the present study has sought to answer these two questions: 1.
What are Guyer's reasons for proposing the epistemic-non-normative
interpretation of Kant's Deduction? 2. Does he succeed in explaining Kant's
Deduction? Therefore, this study aims to explore the intricacies of this
interpretation and the reasons behind its proposal, and then to examine its
success or failure in accounting for Kantian inference. It seems that this
interpretation, by overlooking the responsibilities Kant himself assigned to
deduction, ultimately cannot adequately interpret Kant's deduction in the
Critique of Judgment. The methodology of this research is descriptive-
analytical based on library data.
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Extended Abstract
Introduction

A deduction, meaning justification or validation, becomes necessary when a judgment claims
universality and necessity. Although the "deduction of pure aesthetic judgments” in the Third
Critique spans Kant's discussions in 8830-54, its core argument is presented in 8§30-38. Here,
Kant seeks to justify how pure judgments of beauty can claim necessity despite being based solely
on the subject's feeling. Since this claim is universal and allows no exceptions, its justification
must be transcendental, grounded in a priori principles. Kant dedicates 838 specifically to the
deduction, but it is remarkably brief, presumably assuming the reader recalls the Analytic of the
Beautiful, particularly the key concepts of the free play of cognitive faculties and the subjective
principle of purposiveness.

Kant's deduction in 838 proceeds through several steps:

1. In a judgment of taste, satisfaction must stem from the mere judgment of an object's form,
meaning the deduction concerns only a pure judgment, free from private conditions and
interests.

2. Ascertaining this purity is difficult; thus, Kant begins the deduction cautiously with a
conditional statement, yet maintains it is possible and achievable.

3. Judging mere form involves considering the object's subjective or formal purposiveness for the
power of judgment.

4. The power of judgment, in its formal rules (judging mere form, devoid of sensory or conceptual
content), is directed only towards the subjective principle of taste—the subjective conditions
for the general use of the power of judgment (835).

5. This subjective element (as necessary for any possible cognition) is presupposed in all humans.

From these premises, Kant reaches his conclusion:

6. Therefore, the agreement of a representation with these conditions of the power of judgment
must be valid a priori for everyone. The pleasure or subjective purposiveness felt in the harmony
of our cognitive faculties when judging a sensible object can rightly be demanded from
everyone.

The central question is whether Kant's deduction is sufficiently clear and convincing. It faces

serious challenges. Its reliance on ideal conditions (like disinterest) and introspective acts (like

detecting the free play), coupled with its appeal to a subjective standard of purposiveness without

a determinate end, fails to provide an objective criterion for judgments of taste. This ambiguity

leads to interpretive disputes. For instance, without an objective standard, how can disagreements

about beauty be resolved? Why should we expect others to feel the same pleasure? The attempt to
find an objective criterion has spawned various interpretations. Ambiguities in Kant's German
terminology (e.g., Zumuten, Fordern) further fuel debate, directly affecting how the deduction's
universality is explained. Some interpreters attribute a normative force to these terms, leading to
two main camps: one seeing a moral normativity (the moral-normative interpretation) and another
an epistemological normativity (the epistemic-normative interpretation). A third group, the focus
of this research, argues for a non-normative (though still epistemic) reading. This study will
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provide a comprehensive critique of this "Epistemic-Non-Normative Interpretation.™ It will first
outline this interpretation, then examine Guyer's reasons for his non-normative reading, present
his view of the judgment of taste, critique his non-normative reading, and finally offer a multi-
faceted critique of his overall interpretation of Kant's deduction.

Research Questions

1. What are Guyer's reasons for the epistemic-non-normative interpretation of deduction?
2. Does this interpretation succeed in explaining Kant's deduction?

Literature Overview

Regarding the deduction of aesthetic judgments and related interpretations, only one study has
been conducted, which was authored by the writer, titled: "Critique and Examination of the Ethical
Interpretation of Aesthetic Deduction in Kant's Thought." Mirzaei and Salmani (2019) in this
article have addressed an interpretation of Kant's aesthetic deduction known as the "moral-
normative" interpretation. They have attempted to demonstrate that this interpretation violates
Kant's own aesthetic criteria and ultimately proves unsuccessful.

Conclusion

In light of the comprehensive discussions presented in this study to address the first question of
the article regarding Guyer’s reasons for proposing the epistemic-non-normative interpretation, it
became evident that he, by referencing a passage from 8§32 and invoking Hume’s view in "Of the
Standard of Taste" as an illustrative example, claims that the deduction of an aesthetic judgment
must be an argument sufficient for "ascribing” specific feelings to others under particular
conditions. Ultimately, he concludes that Kant’s own analysis necessitates that his deduction
address specifics, and since engaging with specifics leads to disagreement, Kant is unable to justify
the universality of aesthetic judgments and is unjustly compelled to violate the transcendental
requirements of his philosophy, resorting to the Dialectic. However, as demonstrated, since the
feeling that serves as the predicate in a judgment of taste does not justify its ascription to others
but rather constitutes the subjective conditions of the judgment, there is no need for a deduction
whose task is to justify such specific feelings in others. Therefore, it is only necessary that a
pleasurable feeling—that is, any conscious state of the judge concomitant with their judgment—
be ascribable to others. The condition for the validity of this ascription is that the judge must not
be influenced by external factors such as charm, emotion, perfection, etc., in subsuming the
experience under the subjective formal condition of the judgment in general, or the faculty of
judgment (the principle of taste). Given this, when Guyer assigns such a task to the deduction, he
appears to overlook the fact that nothing of the sort emerges from Kant’s text. Rather, Kant states
that it is only necessary for a pleasurable feeling to be ascribable to others, provided that the
subsumption of experience under the principle of taste is not influenced by disruptive external
factors. Consequently, in response to the second question of the study, it can be argued that Guyer,
relying on the reasons he provides for his epistemic-non-normative interpretation of the deduction,
fails to adequately explain Kant’s aesthetic deduction.
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