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Consciousness is one of the most fundamental yet complex issues in the philosophy of
mind. Philosophers such as David Chalmers, by proposing the “hard problem of
consciousness,” have distinguished between phenomenal consciousness and
psychological consciousness. Ned Block has further refined this distinction by
formulating it in terms of phenomenal consciousness and access consciousness. On the
other hand, John Searle, by differentiating between the first-person and third-person
perspectives, and Thomas Nagel, by emphasizing the subjective character of
experience, have analyzed this duality from different angles. Although these
classifications appear diverse, they all point to the fundamental distinction between
inner experience and behavioral or cognitive capacities. The present article, focusing
on this essential distinction, examines the question of whether artificial intelligence can
possess phenomenal consciousness or merely exhibits psychological consciousness.
Answering this question has significant philosophical and ethical implications, as
phenomenal consciousness is directly linked to experiences of pain, pleasure, and
suffering, and is considered a foundation for many moral rights. This study, adopting a
descriptive-analytical approach, argues that the distinction between types of
consciousness can serve as a basis for determining different degrees of moral status.
For instance, beings endowed with access consciousness but lacking phenomenal
experience may be entitled to functional autonomy, yet not to the right not to suffer. In
contrast, infants and animals, due to their inner experience, are deemed deserving of the
right not to suffer, even if they lack advanced cognitive abilities.
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Extended Abstract

Consciousness is one of the most complex and yet fundamental concepts in the philosophy of
mind, which has been widely discussed across various philosophical and ethical fields. Among the
prominent philosophers addressing the nature of consciousness are David Chalmers, Ned Block,
John Searle, and Thomas Nagel, each presenting differing views on the distinction between
different types of consciousness and their implications for the moral status of beings. David
Chalmers, the renowned Australian philosopher, divides consciousness into two types:
"phenomenal consciousness™ and "psychological consciousness,” and introduces the concept of
the "hard problem of consciousness." He argues that phenomenal consciousness refers to
subjective, qualitative experiences that are only accessible from a first-person perspective, whereas
psychological consciousness relates to cognitive processes such as information processing,
memory, and attention. Similarly, Ned Block makes a distinction between "phenomenal
consciousness™ and "access consciousness,” while John Searle examines the distinction from the
first-person and third-person perspectives, and Thomas Nagel emphasizes the subjective and
qualitative aspects of experience.

The present study, focusing on the distinction between phenomenal and psychological
consciousness, investigates the question of whether artificial intelligence (Al) could possess
phenomenal consciousness or if it is confined to psychological consciousness. This question has
significant philosophical, ethical, and legal implications, as phenomenal consciousness is
associated with qualitative experiences such as pain, pleasure, and suffering, which could form the
basis of moral and legal rights. Specifically, exploring this issue could offer a more precise
framework for analyzing the ethical rights of Al and its interactions with humans in the future.

In today's world, with the remarkable advances in the field of artificial intelligence, we are
approaching a point often referred to as "Artificial General Intelligence” (AGI), a type of
intelligence capable of performing a wide range of cognitive tasks akin to human abilities. These
advances have raised new ethical questions about the moral status of these systems. If Al were to
experience consciousness or suffering, would ignoring its capacity for such experiences be
considered unethical behavior? This question necessitates a thorough examination of the concepts
of consciousness and suffering in non-biological beings, which must be analyzed primarily from
the standpoint of the philosophy of mind and consciousness.

One of the central issues in evaluating the moral status of Al is the difference between two types
of consciousness: "phenomenal consciousness™ and "psychological consciousness." Phenomenal
consciousness refers to subjective mental experiences such as pain, pleasure, or color, which are
qualitatively experienced from a first-person perspective. Psychological consciousness, on the
other hand, involves cognitive processes like information processing, memory, and attention,
which may be analyzed from a third-person perspective without the need for subjective experience.
Chalmers discusses this distinction as the "hard problem of consciousness,” which refers to the
difficulty of explaining and accounting for these internal, subjective experiences. This distinction
between phenomenal and psychological consciousness can provide a new basis for assessing the
moral status of both biological and artificial beings.
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In terms of evaluating the ethical status of Al, one important aspect is whether these systems could
experience phenomenal consciousness. For example, if an Al were not capable of experiencing
pain, it would not have the moral right to avoid suffering. However, if Al were able to access
information and utilize it for decision-making and goal-setting, it might have rights such as the
right to freedom, even if it lacked phenomenal consciousness. In this context, examining the
distinction between "access consciousness" and "phenomenal consciousness” could lead to a more
refined understanding of the ethical standing of Al.

For instance, infants and animals, which possess phenomenal consciousness, have the right to
be free from pain, even if they lack complex cognitive abilities. In contrast, beings that only
POSSess access consciousness, such as certain Al systems, might only have rights like freedom, but
they would not have the right to freedom from suffering, as they do not experience pain or distress.
This analysis suggests that moral rights could be graded based on the type of consciousness
possessed by beings, not merely on their cognitive abilities or complex behaviors.

The discussion of the moral rights of Al based on the type of consciousness it possesses also
touches upon the issue of defining the rights and ethical duties we owe to these systems. Some
researchers argue that, in order to grant moral rights to Al, these systems must possess at least
phenomenal consciousness, as the experience of pain and suffering is regarded as the basis for
many moral rights. Others argue that access to information and the capacity for rational decision-
making could form the basis for granting moral rights. These perspectives, particularly in the
context of Al, must be carefully examined from various angles to determine which type of
consciousness is necessary for Al to have moral rights.

Ultimately, the present research suggests that the ethical status of Al should be examined in a
relative and nuanced manner. While humans, due to their phenomenal consciousness and advanced
cognitive abilities, possess comprehensive moral rights, other entities such as infants, animals, and
even Al could have different moral rights based on varying levels of consciousness and subjective
experiences. Therefore, the ethical status of Al is not fixed or absolute, but rather should be
determined based on the type of consciousness these systems possess and their cognitive
capabilities. This approach not only helps in better understanding artificial intelligence but could
also lay the groundwork for defining the future moral rights of Al systems.
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