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Extended Abstract

Introduction

The question is how can we read the experience of producing Islamic social
science in Iran? Which method has more elegance and scope for this
theoretical explanation? Can we draw up a methodological plan in this
regard and call on the actors in this field to such a plan? These questions all
focus on one issue, which is the methodological mechanism for critically and
accurately rereading the experience of producing Islamic social science. It is
clear that such a study should be carried out by those who have been directly
and objectively involved in this field and have gained lived experience. This
in itself limits the possibilities of the method. Accordingly, the author has
concluded that the method of interpretive understanding can be used for such
a study. In this context, the aforementioned possibility has been raised and
its various aspects and sides have been discussed in order to ultimately arrive
at a methodological plan for studying the experience of producing Islamic
social science.

Method

This study is theoretical and itself has a methodological nature. Therefore,
the theoretical analysis method has been used and an attempt has been made
to create a kind of logic of confronting epistemological and scientific
structures through an epistemological discussion about the interpretative
understanding method and the possibility of its application to the study of
the experience of producing Islamic social science. In the theoretical analysis
method, scientific propositions, theories, and concepts are placed
independently on the study agenda and, in fact, the work is of a second-order
type of knowledge.

Results

The terms understanding and interpretation indicate that such a study does
not approach causal explanation and the empirical aspect of the work does
not mean sociological positivism. If we were to take the path of causal
analysis instead of the path of semantic analysis, other epistemological
events would occur and the context of the research would change greatly.
The experience of producing Islamic social science is a knowledge
experience in which human actors and those with similar mindsets and
motivations pursued goals and created various principles, theories, and
structures. Now, such structures, which are like structures, can be considered
as human agencies that have an inner meaning and are therefore the subject
of interpretive study. If the production and consolidation of Islamic social
science is flawed and flawed, and if this matter has themes of the kind that
are visible in the world of human mentalities, then it is possible to achieve its
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analysis and rooting by relying on the method of interpretive understanding.
If interpretivism is justified in relation to realities that have meaning and
identity content, then even the structures and constructs that have this layer
can be understood within the framework of this method of understanding,
including processes and knowledge systems that can be understood based on
interpretive study.

Conclusion

In using the method of interpretive understanding as a format in which to
reread the production of Islamic social science, it is necessary to pay
attention to the philosophical observation that Islamic social science and its
production are based on the idea of Islamic philosophy and this reliance and
reliance entails certain necessities, including that it is no longer possible to
surrender to relativistic and fluid methodologies. Otherwise, the method is
imposed on reality that cannot withstand it and is placed in opposition to it.
Accordingly, from among the various interpretivist approaches, the author
has referred to and selected only Max Weber's methodology, which does not
have the tendency and aspiration of relativism and unrealistic multiplicity,
and ultimately, it seeks the truths of the social world and introduces criteria
and criteria for understanding social reality. Furthermore, when a knowledge
structure and its production and developmental systems are to be judged
through the study of lived experience, it is clear that there is no choice but to
refer to the micro level. In micro-level studies, what works is interpretive
understanding. Of course, if another approach is chosen instead of lived
experience, the method will also change accordingly, and there is no
monopoly in this regard. It is also worth noting that some incompatible and
inconsistent aspects - such as the theory of value neutrality that exists in
Weber's studies - are not among the essentials and components of
interpretive understanding that cannot be removed. These layers are
additions and coincidences that do not create any disruption in the method of
interpretive understanding, and coincidentally, this type of revision can
gradually pave the way for the formation of new approaches to interpretive
understanding.
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