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This study examines the metaphorical use of language in two moral
traits—truthfulness and lying—across a collection of fourteen
Hadiths of the Ma‘sim (peace be upon them). The primary aim is
to explore how metaphors function as cognitive devices in these
Hadiths and to identify the source domains employed to
conceptualize the corresponding target domains. To this end,
relevant Hadiths were extracted from authoritative Shi‘a sources
and analyzed within the framework of Lakoff and Johnson’s
cognitive theory of metaphor. The findings indicate that the number
of Hadiths prohibiting lying is significantly greater than those
emphasizing truthfulness. The most frequent source domains used
to conceptualize the two target domains were related to notions of
blessing/scarcity,  salvation/destruction, up/down,  near/far,
beauty/ugliness, light/darkness, as well as virtuous and immoral
individuals and places. Notably, several of these conceptualizations
align closely with themes found in Qur’anic verses. Overall, the
study demonstrates how various forms of metaphorical
conceptualization contribute to a deeper understanding of moral and
abstract concepts.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

Metaphor, which constitutes the conceptual core of this study, is
fundamentally rooted in human cognition and embodied experience. Human
beings first apprehend the external world through sensory and motor
interactions—movement, touch, taste, smell, and physiological responses to
temperature. These primary experiences gradually develop into cognitive
schemas that allow humans to interpret abstract domains via familiar and
concrete source domains. Consequently, human emotions may be
conceptualized in terms of warmth, intelligence in terms of light, social and
economic conditions through the lens of health, and moral or personal
qualities through sensory metaphors. These mappings are evident in
conventional expressions such as “the warmth of affection,” “the light of
knowledge,” and “a sweet-natured child.”

Within cognitive linguistics, metaphor serves as a central mechanism for
structuring abstract thought. This is observable in Qur’anic discourse, where
abstract notions such as faith are frequently expressed through imagery
concepts of light and darkness. Existing metaphor inventories, such as the
Collins Cobuild Dictionary of Metaphor, categorize common source
domains—including the human body, health and illness, plants and animals,
physical structures, tools, food, heat, cold, and spatial orientation—and
identify frequent target domains such as emotions, cognition, social
relations, economics, time, life and death, and moral or religious concepts.
Truthfulness (sidg) and lying (kidhb), located at opposite poles of an ethical
continuum, are central moral constructs in Islamic teachings. Hadith
literature, intended for a broad audience, often employs accessible imagery
and conceptual metaphors as an effective means of moral instruction.
Accordingly, this study investigates the metaphorical conceptualization of
truth and falsehood in selected Hadiths, identifying salient source domains
and examining their cognitive functions within the framework of conceptual
metaphor theory.

Methods
This study adopts a descriptive—analytical approach grounded in library-
based research. The corpus was compiled through the systematic extraction
of Hadiths concerning truthfulness and lying from authoritative Shi‘a
sources, including Nahj al-Balagha, al-Kafi, Bihar al-Anwar, Nahj al-
Fasaha, and Ghurar al-Hikam wa Durar al-Kalim. These sources were
selected for their reliability and the richness of relevant material.

A total of 214 Hadiths were initially collected: 125 from Ghurar al-
Hikam, 30 from Nahj al-Fasaha, 22 from al-Kafi, 30 from al-Kaba’ir, and
20 from Muntakhab Mizan al-Hikmah, of which seven were retained due to
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repetition. All Hadiths containing lexical forms of sidg (truth) and kidhb
(lying) were identified, and those exhibiting metaphorical usage were
subjected to cognitive analysis. The study focused on extracting conceptual
metaphors and determining the source domains employed in conceptualizing
the abstract moral categories of truth and falsehood.

Results

Analysis of the 214 Hadiths revealed a rich network of conceptual metaphors
structuring the moral domains of sidg and kidhb. Eleven major metaphorical
mappings were identified, illustrating how abstract ethical concepts are
rendered comprehensible through familiar experiential domains.

A prominent pattern was the objectification of moral traits, wherein sidg
and kidhb were conceptualized as tangible objects or instruments, including
doors, keys, garments, pillars, and swords. These mappings emphasize
functional properties such as access, protection, stability, and power,
highlighting the practical consequences of honesty and deceit. For example,
truth is portrayed as a “door to Paradise,” whereas lying is depicted as a “key
to corruption,” reflecting the embodied logic that moral actions open or
block spiritual pathways.

Another major mapping conceptualized truth as deliverance and
falsehood as destruction, articulating the salvific nature of honesty and the
ruinous consequences of lying. Numerous Hadiths associate sidg with
rescue, safety, and ultimate success, while kidhb is linked to disgrace,
downfall, and spiritual ruin. Complementing this, vertical orientation
metaphors—truth as upward movement, falsehood as downward—align
positive moral value with elevation and negative value with descent.

Quantitative metaphors emerged as a further pattern: truthfulness was
associated with increase, particularly in blessings and sustenance, while
falsehood corresponded to deficiency, loss, and spiritual impoverishment.
This reflects a cognitive tendency to measure moral value through schemas
of abundance and scarcity.

Spatial metaphors constituted another significant category. Truth and
falsehood were conceptualized as places—explicitly “in Paradise” or “in
Hell”—or through metaphors of proximity and distance, where honesty
implies nearness to God and lying implies estrangement. Notably,
movements away from truth occurred more frequently than movements
toward falsehood, emphasizing the moral imperative of avoidance.

Other mappings included conceptualizing truth and falsehood as persons,
capable of guidance or harm; as illness, particularly in the case of falsehood;
as forces, especially attraction or repulsion toward moral behavior; as light
versus darkness; as plants with roots, branches, or fruits; and as actions,
underscoring the performative nature of speech in moral accountability.



Overall, these findings illustrate a coherent and systematic metaphorical
structure in Hadith literature. While certain metaphors applied to both
domains, negative mappings—such as disease, deficiency, and descent—
were significantly more prevalent in the conceptualization of falsehood,
reflecting the didactic emphasis on its avoidance.

Conclusion

This study examined the metaphorical conceptualization of the semantic
domains of sidg and kidhb in a corpus of 214 Hadiths attributed to the
Ma‘simin (peace be upon them). The analysis identified 247 conceptual
metaphors and 19 distinct mappings, many involving contrasting source
domains that mirror the binary moral nature of the target domains. Key
oppositions—blessing versus scarcity, salvation versus destruction, elevation
versus descent, proximity versus distance, light versus darkness, and human-
or action-based mappings—played central roles in structuring the
conceptualization of truth and falsehood.

Objectification metaphors rendered truth and falsehood as tangible
objects or instruments, while quantitative metaphors framed truth as increase
and falsehood as decrease. Directionality metaphors—particularly near/far
and up/down—were among the most frequent, followed by force metaphors
rooted in attraction and repulsion. Additional mappings included plant-
growth schemas, health/illness schemas, and spatial metaphors related to
Paradise and Hell.

The data revealed a notable asymmetry: Hadiths warning against lying far
outnumbered those promoting truthfulness (155 versus 92). Furthermore, the
metaphorical patterns in Hadiths showed strong convergence with Qur’anic
expressions of these moral traits, indicating a shared cognitive and rhetorical
framework that invites further in-depth study.
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