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In al-Farabi’s corpus, ‘aql (“reason”) occupies an exalted position
as a faculty of the human soul that distinguishes human beings from
other animals. The present study investigates the relation between
reason, understood in this sense, and khayr (“good”), and further
examines whether such a relation can play a role in the orientation
of postmodern humanity. In his treatise F7I al- ' Agql (“On the
Reason™), al-Farabi distinguishes six senses of reason. Among
these, the meanings most pertinent to the discourse on “good” and
“benevolence” are especially: (1) reasoning in universal meaning
and sound reflection in discerning virtuous actions that are worthy
of being performed, and (4) practical reason in its moral orientation.
Moreover, in Fusil Muntaza‘a ("wrested Sections"), al-Farabi
outlines the interrelation of reason, virtue, and happiness, while also
addressing the notion of the good. In this treatise, the faculties of
the soul —particularly reason—are closely tied to virtues and
human happiness, such that the attainment of ultimate happiness is
contingent upon the cultivation of the virtues of the rational faculty,
especially “reasoning” and “practical reason”. Nevertheless,
postmodern humanity faces serious practical and concrete
challenges, among which are certain forms of “self-inflicted evils”.
Through a descriptive-analytical method and with a rational
approach, this study demonstrates that such self-inflicted evils in
our age ultimately result from the “separation of reason and good”
and the “transformation of their meanings”. Al-Farabi’s perspective
on the relation between reason and good, by eliminating these two
causes, can to a considerable extent enable humanity to bring their
consequences under control.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

In al-Farab1’s philosophical corpus, ‘aql (“reason”) occupies an exalted
position as a faculty of the human soul that distinguishes humanity from
other animals. The central question of this study is: what is the relation
between reason, in this sense, and khayr (“good”)? Furthermore, can such a
relation contribute to shaping the orientation of postmodern humanity? The
present research seeks to examine and analyze this relation in al-Farabi’s
major works —particularly in F1 al-‘Aql (“On the reason”) and Fusiil
Muntaza‘a ("wrested Sections")—and, considering its importance and
urgency, to assess its potential function in improving the postmodern human
orientation toward attaining good and benevolence, as well as in avoiding
self-inflicted evils. To this end, we first describe al-Farabi’s view concerning
the status of the rational faculty and rational perception in the human being;
then we clarify the various meanings of reason and their relation to good;
subsequently we outline the nexus among reason, virtue, good, and
happiness; and finally, we evaluate the function of this relation for
postmodern humanity in its confrontation with good and evil.

Methodology
The present study employs an] descriptive-analytical method, structured
within a rationalist approach.

Findings

In F1 al-"Aql, al-Farabi advances a “semantic typology of reason.” In this
treatise, he separately describes and analyzes each of the six meanings of
reason. However, the two meanings that hold decisive relevance for the
discourse on “good” and “benevolence” are: (1) reason “according to the
common understanding,” and (4) the reason “as in the sixth book of
Aristotle’s Nicomachean Ethics”. The first denotes reasoning in universal
meaning and sound reflection in discerning virtuous actions worthy of
performance, whereas the fourth corresponds to practical reason with a
distinctively moral orientation. Al-Farab1 explains the relation of reason and
good with respect to these two senses of reason through a five-step account.
In Fustl Muntaza‘a, the faculties of the soul —especially reason— are
shown to be intimately connected with the virtues and with human
happiness, which is the highest good. The attainment of ultimate happiness
is, in the final analysis, contingent upon acquiring the virtues of the rational
faculty, especially reasoning and practical reason, considered as two of the
central virtues of the practical rational faculty. Here too, al-Farabi describes
the process of attaining the good —beginning with theoretical reason,
passing through practical reason, and culminating in action and praxis— by
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means of a five-stage scheme. Yet, in our age, various forms of evil confront
human worldviews with profound challenges. The most significant “self-
inflicted evils” faced by postmodern humanity include imperialism, nuclear
weaponry, and economic exploitation. Postmodern humanity has detached
reason from good, redefined the meanings of both, and employed them in the
service of its own far-reaching ambitions. Since the modern period, the
dominant conception of reason has become one-sidedly particular and
calculative (rather than universal reason imbued with wisdom), and the
conception of the highest good has largely been reduced to material benefit
and profit derived from nature and other human beings (rather than genuine
happiness, which in its ultimate sense is of a spiritual order). In this context,
religion and virtue have largely receded from human society, no longer
serving as the final criterion for discerning virtuous actions.

Conclusion

The finding of this study indicates that al-Farabi’s account of the relation
between reason and good can play a significant role in reorienting
postmodern humanity toward the question of good and benevolence. In fact,
the application of reason —particularly reasoning in universal meaning and
practical reason— is the most effective factor in understanding, discerning,
attaining certitude regarding, and ultimately achieving good and
benevolence, in opposition to the aforementioned evils. Al-Farabi’s
perspective on the relation of reason and good can, at the very least, remind
postmodern humanity that reason and good are deeply interwoven and must
not be separated; otherwise, reason will go astray and the good, along with
its concrete manifestations, will remain hidden. Moreover, reason has its
proper meaning and good has its proper meaning, and neither should be
stripped of their authentic sense nor replaced with spurious substitutes. In
reality, the self-inflicted evils of our age ultimately arise from the
“separation of reason and good” and the “transformation of their meanings”.
By eliminating these two causes, al-Farabi’s outlook can to a considerable
degree enable human beings to bring their consequences under control.
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