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Article Info ABSTRACT
Artlcle type: The challenge between physicalism and anti-physicalism has
Research Article entered a new phase with the idea of the philosophical zombie. One
of the main proponents of the zombie idea is David Chalmers. The
Article history: framework he has chosen for his thought experiment is a strong
Received 2024/11/22 one. The central point of his thought experiment regarding the
Received in revised zombic and its world is the distinction between phenomenal
form 2025/07/20 qualitics (qualia) and functional qualitics. What is absent in the
Accepted 2025/09/07 zombic world are the phenomenal qualities, while all types of
Published online functional qualities are found in such a world, as well as in the
2025/09/23 zombie itself.
Many thinkers have opposed his thought experiment, including
Keywards: Michael Tye. Taking Chalmers' framework as a premise, Tye
Thought experiment, devises a new thought experiment to show that although the zombie
Zombie and its world, idea initially seems conceivable, it subsequently leads to an internal
Phenomenal Qualities contradiction due to insurmountable challenges. Therefore, he

(Oualia), Functional
Qualities, Chalmers,
Tye.

concludes that the idea of the zombie and its world, as articulated
by Chalmers, is ultimately inconceivable.
This paper aims to establish the following three propositions:

* Tye fails to adequately recognize the primary components of
Chalmers' argument for the conceivability of the p-zombie, and the
resultant objection is a product of this oversight.

* The thought experiment advanced by Tye is itself structurally
deficient and therefore incapable of substantiating his core thesis.

* Given Chalmers' precise terminology, the outcome of Tye's
thought experiment operates contrary to his stated intent, effectively
refuting his claim rather than providing evidence for it.
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Extended Abstract
Introduction
Chalmers argues that consciousness cannot be explained in physical terms,
as other phenomena of the world are, due to the fact that consciousness
evades the net of reductive explanation.

In other words, any explanation framed strictly in physical terms is
ultimately fruitless for explaining the emergence of conscious experience.
To establish this, it must be demonstrated that consciousness does not
logically supervene upon the physical facts. Various methods can be
employed to establish this claim. One such method is the the Conceivability
Argument.

Chalmers claims that the clearest way to establish his thesis is through the
Argument from Conceivability, which posits the logical possibility of
Philosophical Zombies. A Zombie is a thing or a person that is physically
identical to me but lacks any conscious experience. The logical possibility of
a Zombie World thus entails a world that is physically identical to our world
yet entirely devoid of conscious experience. All individuals in such a world
are zombies.

Conversely, Tye holds the view that all mental states are functional states,
a thesis which can be adequatcly demonstrated by the Representational
Theory of Mind (RTM) or the Representational Theory of Consciousness
(RTC). In his view, one can acknowledge the existence of phenomenal states
while simultaneously maintaining their functional nature. What links these
two facts together is the notion of representation. The explanation is that
although phenomenal states exist, their essential nature is constituted by their
representational properties. The representational property can be
demonstrated via functional analysis. Consequently, phenomenal states can
therefore be accounted for through functional analysis.

Tye pushes the argument further by contending that even if we grant that
functionalism is false, it can still be demonstrated that the conceivability of
non-functional phenomenal states is impossible; as such a notion leads to a
conceptual contradiction and incoherence. He employs two concepts to
accomplish this task: Absent Qualia and Inverted Qualia.

The general content of Tye's argument is based on the premise that no
change should occur when substituting an individual with their identical
twin. Yet, one can conceive that both individuals might become dissatisfied
with the newly arising circumstances following the substitution. This very
fact demonstrates the conceptual incoherence of the Zombie Idea.

Methods
This investigation adopts David Chalmers' conceivability thesis as its
foundation and attempts to refute the objections articulated by Michael Tye.

Yt

G

Zehn/ Vol.26/ Issu.103/ Autumn.2025/ Mohammad Ali Malamiri & ...



Yo

Deliberation of Michael Tye's Problems with the Conceivability...

It adopts a descriptive-analytical approach and gathers background
information through a documentary/library method.

Results

It appears that Tye's thought experiment suffers from three flaws. Firstly, he
fails to observe the fundamental distinction between the Zombie World and
the actual, real world, thereby attributing phenomenal quality to the zombie
and its world. However, by reviewing Chalmers' work, we readily encounter
the truth that a distinction must be drawn between two notions of zombie:
the psychological zombie and the phenomenal zombie. According to
Chalmers, terms such as wakefulness, introspection, reportability, self-
consciousness, attention, voluntary control, and knowledge are all functional
terms, indicating the functional aspect of the mind. He emphasizes that the
psychological zombie possesses all these functions. In contrast to the
functional concept, there is the phenomenal concept. The phenomenal
concept of mind, also referred to as conscious experience, denotes a mental
state that is experienced in a conscious manner (or “what it is like" to be in
that state). Specifically, the zombie proposed by Chalmers lacks such a
phenomenal concept of mind. He asserts that his intended zombie, while
possessing all the functional concepts, lacks an experience that is truly
conscious. The existence of phenomenal feeling is ruled out for the zombie,
and there is no such thing as the quality of being a zombie (Zombie Qualia).
It can be stated that what transpires in the zombie's head, in terms of
phenomenal quality, is entirely darkness and obscurity. From this
perspective, there is nothing within the zombie to be compared with the
quality of being human in the post-substitution phase. Secondly, Tye,
without providing any justification, extends the principle of functional
propertics to phenomenal properties, which constitutes an unsubstantiated
claim. Thirdly, even assuming the existence of phenomenal properties in the
zombie, the identity of phenomenal properties before and afier the
transformation of the zombie into a normal human, and vice-versa, is
entirely unacceptable. Our intuition clearly suggests that the two sides of the
comparison are fundamentally non-identical.

Conclusion

Consequently, the critique posed by Tye and his peers regarding Chalmers'
Zombie Idea will not succeed unless they meticulously scrutinize Chalmers'
basic and explicit principles. Any critique in this regard must be presented
within the framework of Chalmers' thought experiment and must aim to
demonstrate its internal contradiction.
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