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Abstract

This paper examines the relationship between aesthetics and morality in Immanuel Kant’s philosophy,
asking whether the experience of beauty—particularly in art—can lead to moral action. In the Critique
of Judgment (1790), Kant conceives the realm of beauty as autonomous from the sphere of morality,
emphasizing that judgmens ofhtaste must be “disinterested,” free from desire, utility, or moral
obligation. Nevertheless, he establishes an indirect connection between aesthetic experience and moral
capacity, a relation explicable through the concept of “purposiveness without purpose.” The central
guestion of the paper is how this independence and, at the same time, this correlation can be understood
within Kant’s system of thought. Through an examination of the distinction between “free beauty” and
“dependent beauty,” and by engaging interpretations(such as Wenzel’s (2005), the study argues that
artistic beauty—especially in its dependent form—can serve as a symbol of the moral law and prepare
the mind for the reception of moral ideas. However, from Kant’s perspective, while aesthetic experience
may facilitate moral motivation, it is not a sufficient condition for moral action, since morality is
grounded in the autonomy of the will and the conscious commitment to the rational law. The paper
concludes that artistic beauty in Kant’s philosophy functions as a mediating symbol: not a direct cause
of moral action, but a domain that nurtures moral sensitivity and cognitive readiness toward ethical
understanding.

Keywords: Kant, Artistic Beauty, Morality, Dependent Beauty, Purposiveness without Purpose, Free
Harmony.
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