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This study presents a descriptive-analytical examination of the concept of
pluralism concerning religious truth and salvation as articulated in Shams
Tabrizi’s Magalat. We argue that Shams’ perspective, shared by many Muslim
mystics, embodies a hierarchical pluralism, wherein exclusivist and inclusivist
tendencies operate alongside pluralism, rather than in contradiction to it. Contrary
to the common contemporary theological interpretation—often aligned with John
Hick’s model suggesting the equal intrinsic value of all religions in approaching
Ultimate Reality—Shams’ Magalat presents a layered ontology of truth. In this
view, truths are inherently hierarchical; their intensity and proximity to the Source
of Creative Light vary across different spiritual paths. Employing analytical
methodology based exclusively on Shams Tabrizi’s expressions in the Maqalat,
this research demonstrates that in his framework, the approaches of religions
toward Ultimate Reality cannot be presumed to hold equal standing.
Consequently, Shams’ hierarchical pluralism represents a distinct conceptual
departure from the relativistic framework proposed by John Hick.
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1. Hume
2. The Holistic Gaze
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