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ARTICLE INFO ABSTRACT

This study critically examines the jurisprudential and legal underpinnings of the age
of criminal maturity (rushd) within the framework of Iran’s 2013 Islamic Penal Code
(IPC). Adopting a descriptive-analytical methodology and leveraging both library
and archival resources, it investigates the convergence of Islamic tenets and
legislative principles in the determination of criminal responsibility for
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Research Article

Article History: minors.Historically, in alignment with the integration of Shari’a precepts into
Received: 29 August 2024 statutory law, the Iranian legislature predicated criminal liability on the age of
Revised: 13 January 2025 Shari’a majority (bulugh). This was legislatively[defined as nine full lunar years for
Accepted: 21 April 2025 females and fifteen full lunar years for males in post-Revolutionary enactments.

Published online 10 December 2025  However, it is crucial to recognize that this legal age of majority does not inherently
equate to criminal development (rushd), as the latter necessitates demonstrable
cognitive and intellectual maturation. Acknowledging this fundamental distinction is
paramount to obviating the unjust prosecution and punitive measures against

Keywords: individuals who are legally deemed mature yet cognitively undeveloped.The 2013
Age of criminal development, IPC marked a significant jurisprudential shift, instituting a transformative criminal
Age of puberty, policy for offenders under the age of eighteen, characterized by the application of
Islamic Penal Code 1392, mitigated sanctions distinct from those imposed on adults. Most notably, this
Intellectual development alternative legislative reform stipulated mental maturity and full intellectual capacity (rushd) as
punishments. an indispensable prerequisite for the imposition of Qisas (retribution) and Hudud

(fixed divine punishments). This constitutes a pivotal legislative innovation,
underscoring a more nuanced and humanistic approach to juvenile criminal
accountability within the Iranian legal system.
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