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Repentance (Tawbah), a profound religious, jurisprudential, ethical, theological, and
legal principle, constitutes one of the most established concepts within Islamic
jurisprudence. This fundamental notion has been progressively integrated from the
core tenets of Islamic law into the penal legislation of the Islamic Republic of Iran,
gaining independent recognition within the nation’s criminal justice system,
particularly underscored in the 2012 Islamic Penal Code. The significance of this
principle was further emphasized by the promulgation of comprehensive procedural
directives for the verification of repentance by the Head of the Judiciary in July 1403
(corresponding to July 2024). The present research underscores the critical necessity
of a meticulous examination and analytical appraisal of these nine articles within the
aforementioned manual. This evaluation, grounded in Quranic, narrative (Sunnah),
and jurisprudential principles and foundations, aims to resolve existing ambiguities,
identify pathological issues, and propose practical and actionable solutions for
enhancing the efficacy of these directives.Employing a descriptive-analytical
methodology, this study critically scrutinizes the operational framework of
repentance, as delineated in the manual, against authentic religious sources,
including the Holy Qur’an, prophetic traditions (Hadith), and classical jurisprudential
texts. A primary finding of this research reveals that the mechanism for verifying
repentance—which effectively serves as the executive regulation for Articles 114 to
119 of the Islamic Penal Code—is aligned with the interpretations of only a segment
of jurists, rather than representing a universally accepted jurisprudential consensus.
Furthermore, the articles contained within this manual are found to be exclusively
rooted in the established procedural rules governing judicial courts, thus indicating
that their underlying basis lacks a comprehensive jurisprudential foundation.
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