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Abstract

Within the realm of religious knowledge, the use of demonstrative reason ( ‘ag!/ burhani) to
understand lofty concepts is not possible for all individuals; for most people are connected to the
sensible world and influenced by imaginative forms. Accordingly, the faculty of imagination,
as the focal point of human emotions, plays an important role in religious knowledge as a
starting point (not a peak point) in the attention of divine prophets, through imitation (muhakar),
creativity, and representation (lit. portraiture) in transforming the sensible into the intelligible
and vice versa. Examining the verses of the Holy Qur’an and the traditions of the Infallibles
(AS) also reveals that the Qur’an and the Ahl al-Bayt (AS) have utilized this method to instill
religious knowledge in the hearts of audiences and followers. This has led to the discussion of
the imitative role of the faculty of imagination and the prophet’s special imagination as valuable
topics in Islamic wisdom in the process of analyzing the nature of revelation, the prophet’s
connection with the angel of revelation, and the quality of communication with the people. This
article, through an analytical examination of religious sources and Islamic wisdom, elucidates
the rational role of imagination in propagating religious knowledge from the perspective of
Islamic wisdom.
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