Moral Responsibility in the Thought of
Avicenna (Ibin Sina)

Akbar Orvatimovaffagh'®, Vahid Pashaei’

! Associate Professor, Department of Islamic Studies, Faculty of Humanities, Buali Sina University,
Hamedan, Iran. a.orvatimovaffagh@basu.ac.ir

2 Assistant Professor, Department of Islamic Studies, Faculty of Humanities, Buali Sina University,
Hamedan, Iran (Corresponding author). v.pashaei@basu.ac.ir

Abstract

The concept of "moral responsibility” is one of the most pivotal discussions in moral
philosophy, which has preoccupied scholars and thinkers from ancient Greece to
the present era. This research, utilizing an analytical-deductive approach, examines
the perspective of Avicenna/Ibin Sina (370-428 AH) regarding moral responsibility.
The research findings indicate that Avicenna / Ibin Sina, based on his ontological
and epistemological foundations, has presented a coherent theory regarding moral
responsibility which consists of three fundamental pillars: will and volition (Iradah wa
Ikhtiyar), power and ability (Qudrat), and knowledge and awareness (‘7/m). Furthermore,
Ibin Sina elucidates three spheres of moral responsibility in the form of human
responsibility before Allah, responsibility toward oneself, and responsibility toward others.
Despite critiques such as ambiguity in capability (Istita ‘af) and power, reliance on
individualism, and reliance on pure rationalism, the present research maintains that while
reconstructing the moral system of Al - Shaykh Al Ra s, this theory can still serve as a solid
foundation for responding to contemporary questions regarding moral responsibility.
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