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Research Full Paper

examines ‘trust’ in the political discourses reflected in Kalila wa-
Dimna. 1t aims at evaluating five components: security, class
system, kinship, enemy, and wrongdoers in relation to trust. The
study’s findings indicate that there are various discourses about
trust, depending on the conditions and states in which the characters
are placed. Given the king’s relationship with his courtiers, there are
three noticeable discourses. The first discourse is caution. It
emphasizes the need to limit the scope of trust. The second is
opportunism, which holds that trust is accessible. The last discourse
is reformation, assuming that the king can restore trust by forgiving

Article history: flaws and using his reason. Given the selection of agents and
Received: 2025-10-14 executives in the dominant political discourse, the basis of trust is
Accepted: 2025-11-29 power, wealth, and kinship. However, the alternative discourse,

supported by the powerless class, stresses personal meritocracy.

Considering trust in the enemy, there are three types of trust:

complete mistrust, rational trust, and trust based on individual

characteristics. The degree of trust in wrongdoers depends on their

social positions and the offences they commit. The flaws of the

powerless are condoned, but the wrongdoing of the powerful class,

even though minor, makes rebuilding trust difficult. In conclusion, it

can be argued that in the political discourses reflected in Kalila wa-

Dimna, there is the possibility of crossing class boundaries and

Kali . reconsidering power relationships, as well as establishing traditional

alila wa-Dimna . . . _ .

Political Discourses norms. According to this study, trust in Kalila wa-Dimna is

Trust and Class System influenced by class position, social background, and reformers’
Security strategies.
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