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An Analysis of Ibn Husam Khusfi’s Managib-e Haft-Rang (Seven-Colored
Praises) in Praise of Imam al-Zaman (a.t.f.s.)

Fatemeh Bidokhti*

Abstract

Religious poetry centers on expressing faith, with each poet adopting a unique style. This
article, using a descriptive-analytical method, examines the techniques Ibn Husam Khusfi
applies in his tarakib-band (strophic poem) Mandqib-i Haft Rang (Seven-Colored Virtues),
honoring Imam Zaman (a.t.f.s.). It explores his choice of the seven-stanza tarakib-band
form and analyzes the aesthetic and semantic features of each stanza.

Findings show that the poet chose the seven-stanza form to express deep devotion to Imam
Zaman (a.t.f:s.), assigning cach stanza a color as its radif (refrain): white, red, yellow,
green, azure, violet, and black. He'uses a rich array of literary devices—such as alliteration,
repetition, jinas (paronomasia), metaphor, metonymy, simile, personification, allusion,
paradox, and antithesis—to-cmphasize major themes: the Imam’s illuminating presence,
religious glorification, resistance againsl injustice, continuing the legacy of the Prophet and
Imams, warfare against evil, and the poet’s plea for intercession.

Through defamiliarization, rule-bending, and creative. expression, Ibn Husam masterfully
uses color symbolism and rhetoric to elevate the poem into a powerful testament of faith,
hope, and revolutionary spirit.

Keywords: Tbn Husam Khusfi, Mandagib-i Haft Rang in Praise of Imam Zaman (a.t.f.s.),
Religious Poetry, Tarakib-band.

Introduction

While some literary figures uphold the idea that.poetry’s sole aim is aesthetic beauty—
captured in Victor Hugo’s phrase “art for art’s sake”™—others argue for socially and
ethically engaged art. This view sces. artists as responsible for addressing social issues and
promoting moral values. Religious artists, ‘especially, use their craft to express and spread
faith-based ideas. For committed poetry to resonate, it must emerge from genuine feeling,
sincerity, and intellectual integrity.
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The 9th-century AH socio-religious environment fostered religious poetry’s growth. As
Shi’ism gained influence, poets like Ibn Husam Khusfi composed works honoring Shia
Imams and religious martyrs. Eulogies and panegyrics flourished, often marked by rich,
sometimes complex, expression and innovative themes.

A devout figure, Ibn Husam Khusfi contributed notably to religious poetry through forms
like masnavi, qasida, and tarakib-band. This article explores two main questions: 1) Why
did he choose the seven-stanza tarakib-band for his Managib of Imam Zaman (a.t.f.s.)? 2)
What techniques did he use to communicate his message effectively?

Background

Most existing research on Ibn Husam’s poetry centers on the epic nature of his work,
particularly Khavaran Nama. Some studies have examined earlier religious epics, mythic
elements in his poetry, the epic tone of his religious verses, and the broader structure and
beliefs in his work. However, a detailed critical analysis of Mandgqib-i Haft Rang, his poem
in praise of Imam Zaman (a.t.f.s.), is still lacking.

Discussion and Analysis

Shams al-Din Muhammad ibn Husam Khusfi (d-"875 AH) was a notable poet who enriched
religious literature through-works dedicated to the Imams. Merging religious belief with
literary artistry, he composed elegant panegyrics that reflected his Shi’ite ideals, especially
his deep faith in the advent of Imam Zaman (a:t.f.s.). Living amid 9th-century AH turmoil
under Timurid oppression, he often wrote in an epic style, presenting supplications to the
Imams, particularly Imam Mahdi (a.t.f.s.).

Among his works are three seven-stanzatarakib-band poems praising Imam Zaman (a.t.f.s.),
using natural elements to symbolize the Imam’s glory. The seven-stanza structure, tied to
the symbolic meaning of completeness, is enhanced by radif colors: white, red, yellow,
green, azure, violet, and black. These repetitions reinforce harmony and key themes.

In the fourth stanza (“Green”), Imam Mahdi (a.t.f's.) is depicted as the sun of justice, with
pleas for intercession and-descriptions.of his beauty and enduring justice. The sixth stanza
(“Violet”) links violet-with balance between love and reason, emphasizing resistance
against enemies. The final stanza (“‘Black”) contrasts darkness and light, invoking the
Imam to defeat evil and intercede forthe poet. Despite dark imagery, the Imam’s qualities
are praised using metaphors like ambergris.

Ibn Husam’s use of simile, metaphor, nature, and poetic sound devices—Ilike alliteration,
repetition, and jinas—adds dynamism and musicality. The contrast between white and
black enhances meaning, echoing Quranic themes. His treatment of color includes literal,
symbolic, and metaphorical layers; colors like green, azure, and violet carry multiple
meanings.

Through deep faith and poetic mastery, Ibn Husam communicates religious messages with
vivid imagery and lyrical beauty, making Mandqib-i Haft Rang a profound expression of
devotion.
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Conclusion

This study examines religious poetry and its effective use of poetic art to convey religious
ideas. Rooted in the poet’s faith, the poetry blends instruction with imagination. The seven-
part tarakib-band reflects both the poet’s devotion and the symbolism of perfection. Natural
elements and colors express aspects of the Imam’s identity and highlight his struggles, as
well as his link to the Prophet and the Ahl al-Bayt. Using diverse literary devices, the poem
vividly presents its themes and conveys symbolic meanings.
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