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Abstract

The Shahnameh by Ferdowsi, as the greatest national epic of Iranians,
stands at the highest peak of the Persian literature. Over the long time after
the composition of this great work, many manuscripts of it have been
written. In the last century, various editions of this valuable work were
made with different approaches, each of which has advantages and
disadvantages. Undoubtedly, the best scientific edition of the Shahnameh
so far is the one by Jalal Khaleghi Motlagh, which is the result of his tireless
efforts over years. However, both in the first and second editions, there are
problems such as wrong understandings, incorrect comparative corrections,
and giving too much credit to one manuscript. This calls for the revision of
the book. Therefore, in this study, the mistakes in Khaleghi Motlaqg's edition
are divided into several categories, and examples are given for each. This
research demonstrates that, although Khaleghi has been meticulous, he has
somehow ignored manuscript-related, linguistic, semantic, historical, and
intertextual characteristics, so some mistakes are found in his corrections.
As the research results show, correcting the Shahnameh can never be
considered complete, and, with scientific and manuscript-related methods,
better recordings can be achieved for some verses.
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1. Introduction

Ferdowsi's Shahnameh is one of the most important and valuable literary
and national texts of Iranians, which has been revised and republished by
various Western orientalists and Iranian researchers. After the Moscow
edition of the Shahnameh, the most critical and best correction of the
Shahnameh can be considered the one edited by Khaleghi Motlag. By
examining 51 manuscripts and selecting 21 authentic manuscripts among
them, especially in his second edition, he revised the Shahnameh with a
scientifically critical method and left a valuable work. However, this does
not mean that, after this valuable work, the way for research or correction
of the Shahnameh is closed and that a more accurate and correct text cannot
be produced. Therefore, considering the flaws in Khaleghi's correction that
have been addressed in this research, the necessity of re-correcting the
Shahnameh is felt. Nowadays, Khaleghi's Shahnameh is one of the most
important sources in textual research, but its correction cannot be ignored.
However, due to the time-consuming nature of correcting the entire
Shahnameh, another solution for professors and editors is to write impartial
scientific articles about the verses that are problematic, and Khaleghi-
Motlaq should apply the suggested corrections in the names of the authors
themselves in subsequent editions of the Shahnameh, if the arguments are
logical. Of course, it should be kept in mind that any research in this field
should be done with reference to Khaleghi's work.

2. Methodology

In this study, first, Khaleghi Motlag's method is examined according to his
statements and various methods of editing the text, and then the flaws and
shortcomings of his edition are reported, in both the first and second
editions from scientific, manuscript-related, semantic, linguistic, historical,
intertextual, and contextual viewpoints. The method that the author
suggests for editing the Shahnameh is the same as Khaleghi's method, but
none of the manuscripts used should be used as the basis for the work. Only
their credibility should be obtained from highest to lowest, taking into
account manuscript-related points. The edition should be performed based
on the credibility obtained from examining the manuscripts. In this study,
considering Khaleghi Motlag's explanations of the manuscripts he used in
his edition and mentioned in his introduction, comments, and articles, as



well as his and other researchers' opinions about the three manuscripts of
Saint Joseph, Sa'dlu, and the annotated Zafarnameh, the credibility of the
manuscripts has been considered from highest to lowest. Editing the verses
of the Shahnameh was carried out scientifically and critically with this
approach. After examining Khaleghi's corrections, the flaws in his work
were divided into six categories. Then, examples were given for each flaw,
most of which are from the preface of the Shahnameh. The number of
examples given in this study for all the problems is 16, most of which were
obtained from examining the verses of the preface and the kingdom of
Kiumars. Of course, it should be noted that not all the verses of these two
sections were examined; the examples that were provided were those
related to the problems raised.

3. Results and discussion

In this study, the flaws in Khaleghi's edition of the Shahnameh have been
divided into six categories, which can be listed as follows. First, in
Khaleghi's edition, sometimes so much importance has been given to the
original manuscript, while the correct and better form of other manuscripts
has been ignored. Second, sometimes, for incorrect and unscientific
reasons, a logical correction has been attempted, and an incorrect form of
the verse has been offered. Third, sometimes, Khaleghi has been so loyal
to the principle of "the more difficult recording is the better" that he has
ignored other correct recordings, and sometimes he has chosen the incorrect
recording. Forth, sometimes, he has misread the manuscripts and has not
been able to recognize the correct form. Fifth, sometimes, he has considered
some verses that were in all or most of the manuscripts as additions, or he
has included some others that were not in the authentic manuscripts in the
original text. Sixth, sometimes, there is no specific reason for his
correction, and, instead of scientific correction, he has resorted to
corrections based on personal taste. Examples have been given for each of
these cases, and each example is examined from scientific, manuscript-
related, semantic, linguistic, historical, intertextual, and contextual
perspectives. Therefore, although Khaleghi's edited Shahnameh is the best
edition of the Shahnameh so far, some shortcomings can be listed for it, as
others have mentioned some of them in their research. Khaleghi Motlaq has
also applied some of them in his second edition. However, even this edition
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still has some shortcomings that need to be removed from some verses of
the Shahnameh.

4. Conclusion

In this study, by demonstrating various examples, we have expressed some
of the shortcomings of Khaleghi's edition and shown that some verses of
the Shahnameh could have better forms. Also, some verses have been
mistakenly considered as additions and some others have been mistakenly
placed in the original text. Therefore, Khaleghi's edition is still not correct
in some selections, and it is possible to achieve better selections of some
verses for scientific and originality reasons. As a result, these cases show
that the work of correcting the Shahnameh has not been completed, and it
is possible to achieve a more correct text by correcting some of its verses
again, taking into account Khaleghi's edition.
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