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Abstract

Although autobiography is an independent literary genre born in the
Western literature, in the mystical texts of the Persian literature, there are
signs, paradigms and examples of the literary genre of autobiography, most
of which have not been studied and assessed independently. The treatise
"Shakv al-Gharib™ by Ain al-Quzat Hamdani (492-525 AH) is often
analyzed as complaint in typological studies. In this research, the text of
Shakv al-Gharib has been analyzed and compared with the literary genre of
autobiography based on Philippe Lejeune's theory and from the structure
and content perspectives. The obtained textual data show that some parts of
the text of Shakv al-Gharib contain autobiographical patterns. Also, based
on the four indicators provided by Philippe Lejeune, they are in
considerable agreement with the autobiographical literary genre. The
identified text samples, like the autobiographical texts, are the narrator of
parts of the author's personality, life, era, and inner state. The results of the
research confirm the assumption that early examples and paradigm of
autobiography exist in the mystical prose literature of Iran and their
evolution.
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1. Introduction

The treatise "Shakva al-Gharib" is an open letter written by Ain al-Quzat
Hamadani from prison in Baghdad to the scholars and intellectuals of the
Islamic lands, defending himself against the baseless accusations of
esotericism, misunderstanding of prophethood, the glorification of Devil,
and the like. This Arabic treatise, which is often referred to as Complaint
in genre studies, contains precise and wise tips regarding the allegations
made against Ain al-Quzat, as well as valuable but scattered information
about his personality, life, and written works. Given the biographical
themes, reports of his mental state, and personal narratives in the treatise
"Shakva al-Gharib", analyzing and comparing it with the literary genre of
autobiography would be a practical study to understand the forms of self-
narration in the history of Iranian literature. The foundation of this research
is based on the existence of early examples and patterns of self-narration in
the Iranian mystical literature, and its main idea is to identify and analyze
these patterns and examples in the text of the treatise "Shakva al-Gharib"
based on Philip Lejeune's theory.

2. Methodology
To define and characterize the structural features of autobiography, various
and multiple theories have been proposed. Researchers often equate
autobiography with "writing the history of one's life or a period of one's life
in one's own words", emphasizing the same identity of the author and the
subject as a crucial condition for realizing the genre of autobiography.
Alongside such general definitions that focus solely on the content aspects
of texts, the precise and comprehensive definition provided by
contemporary French scholar Philip Lejeune possesses structural and
content aspects, making it a suitable choice for this research. Lejeune
identifies specific and applicable characteristics for the genre of
autobiography and defines it as follows: “Retrospective prose narrative is
written by a real person concerning his own existence, where the focus is
on his individual life, particularly the story of his personality”.

Lejeune’'s comprehensive definition is based on four principles:
retrospective narrative, prose text, life description, and attention to the
author's character. Lejeune’'s emphasis on the phrase "retrospective self-



narrative” establishes three significant structural features for
autobiography. Firstly, autobiography contains a narrative. Secondly, it is
retrospective. Thirdly, it is self-referential. Prose form, life events
description, and attention to the author's character are the other features of
autobiography that can also be observed in prominent examples of this
literary genre. The primary objective of this research is to compare the text
of the treatise "Shakva al-Gharib" with the structural and content
characteristics derived from Lejeune's comprehensive definition and to
identify patterns and examples of self-narration within it. The overall goals
of the research categorize it among foundational theoretical studies. The
research method is descriptive and is based on analyzing the data obtained
from library documents and sources.

3. Results and discussion

The textual evidence gathered in this study indicates that, despite the
dominant theological and mystical content in the treatise "Shakva al-
Gharib", there exist some autobiographical themes, including poetic
description of hometown, introductions to some written works, references
to his personality, mental states, and intellectual and spiritual journey
throughout his life. Examining and analyzing these scattered examples
based on Philip Lejeune's theory reveals at least three groups of self-
narration in the text of "Shakva al-Gharib" as follows:

a. Narration of roots: Introduction to the hometown and family

Ain al-Quzat refers to his childhood in his defenses, recounting some
memories and emotions related to his birthplace, Hamadan. The narration
of childhood experiences in autobiographical texts clarifies both the ethnic
and familial roots and how the author's personality developed as the
protagonist of the narrative, while also serving as a starting point for
audience identification with the author's life story.

b. Narration of character development: Remarkable genius and
introduction of works

The author of "Shakva al-Gharib" occasionally refers to his personal traits,
written works, and scholarly activities during his adolescence and youth.
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Ain al-Quzat speaks with a sense of pride about his innate talent and
exceptional intelligence, reminding readers of his superior intellect and
writing skills compared to others.

c. Narration of present time: Complaints about prison and loneliness
In the concluding section of the treatise, the author complains about his pain
and solitude, reporting his mental state while providing an emotional
analysis of the roots of his troubles. He describes the philosophy behind
writing this treatise as a defense of his thoughts and opinions against
accusations while responding to objections from envious opponents.

4. Conclusion

The analysis of textual evidence and research findings indicates that some
brief and fragmented narratives in "Shakva al-Gharib™ possess the
characteristics of self-narration. One can also sense the prominent
presence of the life, mood and personality of Ain al-Quzat in those
narratives. The personal narratives of Ain al-Quzat, regardless of the
details, represent a part of the author's life story as the principle character
of the text.

Moreover, the somewhat realistic descriptions, free from the typical
exaggerations found in biographies, are an important feature of Ain al-
Quzat's personal narratives. In other words, the portrayal of Ain al-Quzat
in "Shakva al-Gharib", despite some elements of boasting, bears a closer
resemblance to the human character of Ain al-Quzat who lived in the sixth
century AH. Emotions such as sorrow, pride, loneliness, intimacy, wonder,
love, and even grief and hatred are clearly present as part of the most
significant human traits in Ain al-Quzat's self-narration.

Although the limitations of personal narratives and the intertwining of
the text with a plethora of theological and mystical information keep the
overall essence of "Shakva al-Gharib" from fully aligning with the
autobiography genre, the selected narratives can be considered, according
to Philippe Lejeune's theory, as an early example of a holistic
autobiography that narrates the life and personality of the author alongside
mystical perspectives. In other words, from Philippe Lejeune's perspective,
in the selected texts, the identity of the author as the narrator and principle



character is maintained as a necessary condition for the realization of
autobiography.
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