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Abstract

A bridge can serve as a link between the fictions of two lands, leading to a
universal thinking. On one side, there is a short story by Franz Kafka, and,
on the other, there is the first long philosophical story by Iranian writer
Ghodsi Hosseini. In Hosseini's story, a woman begins a spiritual journey
alongside her physical journey from Germany to Canada to visit her ailing
sister. The author attempts to transform the despair of Kafka's existential
bridge by finding herself in Lacan's "big Other" within a surreal and
meaningful space as she crosses the bridge. This research employs a
semiotic approach with a descriptive-analytical method to examine the two
homonymous stories. As it demonstrates, there is a significant coherence
among the elements of speech to convey a unified message in Kafka's "The
Bridge", highlighting aspects of existentialism. In contrast, the diversity of
the symbols and extensive intertextual references in Hosseini's "The
Bridge" increases the number of the messages in the text. Although the
bridge in Kafka's work is transformed from object to subject and remains
a passage in Hosseini's story, there are other elements that indicate the
intermingling of object and subject, which represents the hidden self of the
subject in the safe haven of the object. This may be the most important
ground between the two different narratives of the bridge.
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1. Introduction

A bridge, as a connecting structure, can have a function beyond architecture
to establish a link between the literatures of two lands. This is an object that
becomes a subject in two different Persian and German-language stories
with the same name. From this point of view, the issue lends itself to
criticism and review. Researchers have set out to answer the questions
‘Besides the similarity in title, what other links are there between these two
bridges?’, ‘Is the symbolic aspect of the bridge only considered in both
works, or does it have other functions as well?’, ‘Are there other elements
that are effective in highlighting the role of the bridge in the context of the
two stories?’, and ‘What is the message of the two different stories in
structure and content with a common title?” Considering that both writers,
almost a century apart, lived in Germany from two different homelands and
each benefited in some way from one of the French literary schools, another
question is ‘Has the difference in the Western and Eastern origins of the
two writers and their gender been effective on their narratives?

Both stories are good examples of “recognizing the functions of
hermeneutic codes”, as Katka’s bridge compels the reader to immediately
ask who or what this speaking bridge is, and whether his existence is
fundamentally more than just an object. The journey in Hosseini’s story
progresses toward answering human questions about death and the meaning
of life. According to Barthes, hermeneutic codes include all the units whose
role is to generate a question, respond to it, and a variety of events that can
structure the question or delay the answer. Those codes can even create a
riddle and determine the path to solving the riddles.

2. Methodology

This research focuses on frequently repeated words and phrases as well as
the textual items with symbolic meanings. The analysis of these elements
is conducted according to the theories of semiotics, intertextuality, and the
structuralism of Bakhtin, Barthes, Lacan, Saussure, and Jakobson. In the
study of symbolism, reference is made to Chevalier's “Culture of Symbols”.



3. Results and discussion

As this research shows, in Kafka's "The Bridge", there is a significant
coherence among the elements of speech to convey a unified message, and
the aspects of existentialism are highlighted. In contrast, Hosseini's "The
Bridge", with a diversity of symbols and extensive intertextual references,
presents spiritual and moral messages that are probably influenced by the
author's Eastern background. The gentle tone and slow rhythm of
Hosseini's "The Bridge", compared to the harsh tone and intense rhythm of
Kafka's work, may also have been influenced by the gender of the narrators.
Kafka's narrator is first-person singular, while that in Hosseini’s narrative
is an omniscient narrator. Also, whereas Kafka advances his simple and
linear narrative through the internal monologue, i.e., free indirect discourse
of two characters namely the Bridge and the Man, the nested Hosseini
narrative relies on Bakhtinian polyphony and a diverse array of characters
such as the two sisters (Nana and Apana), a dog (Charlie), a goose, a
demon, a dragonfly, a native man, a young man, a beautiful lady from the
musical story, an albino, a moth, fish, and whales.

Symbols and signs in Kafka's stories include bridge, hand, foot, water,
wind, mountain, earth, guard, and cane. In Hosseini's stories, they include
house, bridge, key, Atlas, water, and tree. Kafka, with a detail-oriented
perspective, impacts the audience through identification, awareness of
suffering, existential sorrow, and anxiety. However, Hosseini adopts a
holistic perspective to evoke in the audience identification, philosophical
awareness of meaning, and mystical peace.

Furthermore, the semiotic analysis of the bridge in Kafka’s work
highlights dualistic oppositions and confirms the perception of the bridge
as a feminine object. In this regard, all the four initial hypotheses about the
bridge can be valid, and the acceptance and proof of one does not negate
the others. The first two hypotheses answer the question of "who" the
bridge is, and the latter two express "what" it is. Kafka has constructed a
bridge that is an amalgamation of himself (personified or his feminine
psyche), his mother (in the role of a woman), his birthplace (which he also
refers to as "mother"), and a reference to the emergence of expressionism
(whose stylistic signs are evident in the story). In Hosseini's novel,
however, regardless of the gender or nature of the characters, a
cosmopolitan thought is manifested throughout the story.
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4. Conclusion

This research shows that, although the two stories "The Bridge" by Kafka and
Hosseini are different on the surface, they both address the issue of identity, the
meaning of life, and the human connection with the world around them in some
way. The intertwining of object and subject in Hosseini's narrative may be the
most important common ground between the two different narratives of the
bridge.
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