Journal of Kavoshnameh in Persian Language and Literature Vol 26, No 65, Summer 2025

A Comparative Study of Bahram-e Gur's Life in Jawame
al-Hekayat and Canonical Historical Sources*

Zahra Arab Ameri

PhD student in Persian language and literature, Semnan University

Dr. Ali Mohammad Shahsanit

Assistant Professor of Persian language and literature, Semnan University

Abstract

The present research is devoted to the investigation of the stories of
Sassanid Bahram V, nicknamed Bahram-e Gur, in the book Awfi's Tales of
the Societies. Jawame 'Al-Hikayat is one of the reliable books of Persian
language, which has been insufficiently discussed due to its large volume.
Therefore, in order to show the similarities and differences between the
stories in the narrative societies and the historical sources, we will compare
the stories with four important Persian and Islamic sources (Tabari History,
Bal’ami History, Tha labi History, and Shahnameh). It seems that the main
source of Bahram's stories is based on historical narratives. Also, Awfi has
been able to create a new narrative by reducing or increasing it. The results
of comparing Awfi's narrative with historical books show that some of
Bahram-e Gur's stories are not found in the mentioned historical sources,
or Awfi has simply rejected them just to deal with the character of Bahram-
e Gur as a positive character. It should be mentioned that some narrations
about Bahram-e Gur have only appeared in legends, and authentic historical
books have not mentioned them. Our method in this research is to analyze
individual stories and deal with their commonalities and differences.
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1. Introduction

Bahram (Wahram) V known as Bahrom-e Gur, was the son and successor
of Yazdgerd Ithe fifteenth king of the Sassanid dynasty. He was a
prominent and well-known figure among the ancient kings of Iran,
especially the Sassanids. In this study, we have examined his image in the
book Jawane al-Hekayat. To demonstrate the value and position of Awfi's
narrative, we have attempted to examine and compare the story of this king
in Jawame al-Hekayat with the works of great historians and epic poets
such as Tabari, Bal'ami, Tha alebi and Ferdowsi (along with several other
works). Sadid al-Din Mohammad Awfi of Bokhara was the author of
Jawanie al-Hekayat and one of the most eminent writers of his time. His
book Lobab al-Albab (The Gist of Wisdom) can be considered the first
hagiography (Tazkira) of Persian-speaking poets. The dates of his birth and
death are not exactly known. He was born in the second half of the sixth
century A.H. in the city of Bokhara and died around 640 A.H. He completed
the book Jawame al-Hekayat in devotion to Nizam al-Mulk Junaidi, the
minister of Sultan Shams al-Din Altamesh. This book contains four parts,
each of which has twenty-five chapters. Following Mohammad Awfi some
researchers of the Persian literature have considered Bahram V (Bahram-e
Gur) the initiator of the Persian poetry. However, some verses have been
attributed to him which are to be doubted, yet this is an interesting question
in light of cultural and mythological research. Awfi claims that, when in
Bokhara, he had seen and read the collection of the king's poems.

2. Methodology

First, all of Bahram-e Gur's narratives in the book Jawame al-Hekayat were
extracted and categorized. Then, each of Awfi's narratives was compared
to the books Tarikh Tabari, Tarikh Bal’ami, Tarikh Tha’lebi, and
Ferdowsi's Shahnameh. The comparison was based on the overview as well
as the details of each story. It was shown which of these books served as
the sources for Awfis narratives, whether there has been a decrease or
increase, and on what basis it has been done. Sometimes, references are
made to other important books such as Siassatnameh, Moruj al-Zahab by
Massoudi, Akhbar al-Tewal, and Tarikh Yaqoubi. The present study
examines all of Bahram's stories in Awfi's book and deals with the
commonalities and differences observed in other books. The method used



here is descriptive-analytical, and the data were collected through
bibliographic reports.

3. Results and discussion

Among Iranian and Arab historians, epic writers and literature scholars,
three kings of ancient Iran have received more attention than others, namely
Ardashir-e Babakan, Bahram-e Gur and Khosrow Anushirawan. Bahram
Gur's life events have an especial status among the first historical and epic
books. For example, in the historical part of the Shahnameh, the story of
this king after Khosrow Anushirawan, has been dedicated the largest
number of verses, particularly highlighting the events of his life and
kingship. The narratives examined here include two parts, historical
narratives derived from many history books (Persian, Arabic, Byzantine)
and folktales. However, in the course of time, these two kinds of narratives,
i.e. historical and fictional, have been so integrated that it is very hard to
make an exact distinction between the two. These narratives cover the
lifespan of Bahram-e Gur, from his legendary birth to his ambiguous death.
Canonical historical, literary, and epic books have all presented a
multifaceted picture of him. He is depicted as being well-raised and
exposed to cultural and literary teachings, but also as being a skilled
warrior, horseman, and hunter. The epic and lyric scenes from his life have
all been reported in these books. He is as much skilled in war and military
stratagies as he is in holding a feast of mirth and drinking. He is somebody
who has brought about comfort for people. While being tough upon his.
enemies, he is shown as a compassionate king. All the corresponding
sources speak of his generosity. Bahram-e Gur may be considered the last
king whose life story shows the influence of epic narratives. Awfi too, in
his invaluable book, has narrated Bahram's life stories as the demands of
the texts require. One of the salient differences between Awfi's version with
those of other poets and historians like Ferdowsi, Nezami, Tha’lebi,
Bal’ami and Tabari is that the former has not provided a coherent narrative;
depending on the context, he has narrated certain parts of his life. It should
be noted that Awfi has accepted the general outline of prominent historical
books, organizing his narratives based on them.
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4. Conclusion

In his narrative of Bahrame Gur, Awfi, like other post-Islamic historians, is
influenced by the style of historical reports about the Sassanid period
(Khodaynamehs). These books are not just historical. They reflected the
religious and national ideas as desired by Sassanid statesmen. Th popular
figure of Bahram is also displayed based on the same Sassanid traditions;
he pleased the clergy and nobles with regard to the prevailing interests and
ideology. As Awfi has intended, Bahram's stories should not be
incompatible with the historical texts after Islam. He has tried to create a
new narrative by increasing or decreasing the stories, explaining that what
he means is not to touch history but to combine different identical narratives.
Awfi has always tried to avoid exaggeration, and the stories of Bahram in
Jawame al-Hekayat are always in the midst of history, epic and legend.
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