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Abstract

The love story of Khosrow va Shirin has been noticed for a long time and
narrated in different ways. The narrations of Al-Jahiz (772-840), Dinawari
(9" century), Tabari (839-922), Al-Tha'lebi (961-1038), lbn-e Nabatah
(1287-1367) and Ferdowsi (941-1025) are considered among the works that
do not mention Farhad. Nezami Ganjavi (1136-1222) brought up this
character for the first time in his book Khosrow va Shirin, and he made him
Khosrow's love rival. The present research seeks to analyze the discourse
logic on the construction of Farhad in Khosrow va Shirin by Nezami
Ganjavi. It is supposed to answer these questions ‘From where and how did
Farhad enter Nezami Ganjavi's poetry?’” and ‘What are the reasons for
naming the book by Nezami in the current form and for changing Shirin's
personality traits in comparison with previous works?’ The research
method is descriptive-analytical. The data were collected through library
work, document analysis, and content analysis. The result showed that
Farhad's story has entered Nezami’s work through the local narratives of
the Zagros region and by combining it with Ferdowsi’s narration. Nezami
was able to create a different work. From a discursive perspective, he
interfered with the title of the work and changed it to Khosrow va Shirin by
removing the name Farhad from the title of the original work, adding the
name Khosrow instead and placing it before the name Shirin. It seems that
he did this for two reasons, patriarchal discourse and power (being a man
and a king). By doing so, while highlighting the name of Khosrow, he
includes the story of Farhad as a sub-narrative.
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1. Introduction

The story of Khosrow va Shirin is about the love of Khosrow Parviz, the
twenty-third Sasanid king, for a girl named Shirin. This story is narrated in
various forms in pre-Nezami texts such as Al-Mahasin va al-Azdad by Abu
Uthman al-Jahiz al-Basri (160-225 AH), Akhbar al-Tewwal by Abu Hanifa
al-Dinawari (3™ century AH), Tarikh al-Rasul va al-Mulouk by
Muhammad bin Jarir al-Tabari (224-310 AH) and its translation called
Tarikh al-Bal'ami by Abu Ali Muhammad bin Abdullah Tamimi al-Bal'ami
(d. 383 AH), Ghurar Akhbar al-Muluk al-Fors wa Siarerehim by Abu
Mansour Abdul-Malik bin Muhammad bin Ismail al-Tha'lebi (350-429
AH), Shar al-O'yyun by ibn Nabatah (686-768 AH), and Shahnameh by
Abu al-Qasim al-Ferdowsi (329-416 AH). The common point of all of them
is the absence of a person named Farhad. It seems that Nezami Ganjavi's
Khosrow va Shirin is the first work introducing Farhad and his personality
traits. This research seeks to find out how and why Farhad appeared in
Nezami's book Khosrow va Shirin, and why Nezami decided to rewrite the
narrative in his own way and change some of Shirin's personality traits
compared to previous texts.

2. Methodology

This study is based on a descriptive-analytical method. The source to
examine is Nezami's book Khosrow va Shirin. The data were collected
through library work and content analysis of the texts.

3. Results and discussion

Farhad is a Parthian name, and the Sassanids, who were seeking to destroy
the works of the Parthians, tried to erase Farhad's name from the narrative
of Khosrow va Shirin. For this reason the story of is mentioned briefly in
texts before Nezami Ganjavi, interspersed with other materials that do not
include Farhad's name. Nezami Ganjavi is the first person to translate this
narrative into a poem as an independent book and to include Farhad's name
in it for the first time. Because Nezami was a Kurd and these narratives



were known in Kurdish areas under the name Shirin va Farhad, it seems
that the story reached him through Nezami's native culture and language.
Under the influence of the discourse of power and patriarchal discourse, he
made changes in parts of the narrative, including the title of the narrative
changed into Khosrow va Shirin. Places that serve as the setting for the
narrative in Kurdish areas of Iran, such as Bisotoun, Taq-e Bostan, or the
existence of a city called Qasr-e Shirin in Kermanshah Province with
ancient artifacts preserved there, especially petroglyphs, the existence of
places associated with the name Farhad in the Kurdish areas of lIran,
especially in Kermanshah, Kurdistan, and llam Provinces, played a
fundamental role in the creation of Farhad character in oral narratives and
making it believable for the residents of this area and other Zagros
residents.

4. Conclusion

Farhad is a Parthian name. It does not appear in many pre-Nezami historical
books, not even in the historical part of the Shahnameh either. The story of
Farhad exists in oral traditions of Zagros regions, especially in the Kurdish-
populated areas of Kurdistan, West Azerbaijan, Kermanshah, and llam,
under the title Shirin va Farhad. It seems that Nezami's narration is a
mixture of oral narration and Ferdowsi's narration. From a discursive
perspective, compared to oral traditions, Nezami intervened to change the
name of the work from Shirin va Farhad to Khosrow va Shirin. In other
words, he mentioned Khosrow's name before Shirin's name in the title of the
work, which seems to have been done for two reasons, namely patriarchal
discourse and power (Khosrow being a man and being a king). Nezami also
elevated Shirin from the social status of a slave girl in previous texts to an
Armenian princess, which seems to have been done under the influence of
the discourse of power. Nizam's belief in Islam and his chastity in the
transformation of Shirin's character from someone with characteristics
incompatible with Islamic culture in the texts before him to a chaste lover is
in line with the Islamic discourse of his time. This important point helps to
understand why he made those changes in the original work.
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