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Abstract

One of the important rhetorical techniques used by distinguished orators to convey intended meanings
is the technique of antimetabole or reversal. Imam Ali, peace be upon him, as an unparalleled speaker,
employed this technique in his sermons to depict ideas and invested it with a heavy semantic load.
Through his linguistic competence, he sought to create harmony between linguistic form and intended
meaning and, by doing so, to communicate his ideology to the audience. In view of the significance
of the position and function of antimetabole in Nahj al-Balagha, this study examines the translations
of Mohammad Dashti and Abd al-Majid Ma‘adikhah as its research corpus and, using a descriptive
analytical approach, analyzes the rendering of antimetabole-based passages in the sermons. The
analysis focuses on whether meanings are successfully conveyed, whether structural correspondences
are recreated or overlooked, and whether linguistic economy is observed or ignored. The aim is to
reveal the extent of the two translators’ understanding of the implications of this technique, how it is
reproduced in the target language, and the degree of attention paid to linguistic economy and initial
minimalism. The findings indicate that both translators recognized this technique in the source text
and sought, during translation, to recreate it in Persian through repetition of the core antimetabolic
structures and through new arrangements of corresponding words in order to implement the same
expressive strategy in the target language. Nevertheless, at times semantic and structural constraints
have prevented full reproduction of antimetabole in the target language.
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Introduction

Speakers employ various strategies to express their ideas so that their words are conveyed to
the audience more clearly and effectively. Profound ideas require a strong and well-structured
linguistic form in order to gain credibility with the audience and persuade them successfully.
Meaning and linguistic structure can be regarded as two sides of the same coin. If either side is
weak, the other loses its intended effect. Given this importance, expert orators pay careful
attention both to the surface level of their speech and to its underlying conceptual layer.

Imam Ali, peace be upon him, as a master orator, employed numerous strategies and techniques
in communicating his message to audiences. One of the most important among these is the
technique of antimetabole or reversal, which is achieved through the parallel arrangement and
inversion of words or elements in two clauses, creating syntactic balance in the text. A study of
the sermons in Nahj al-Balagha shows that the Imam repeatedly used the potential of this
technique in his discourses, to the extent that it can be considered one of his stylistic features.
Assuming the special status of this technique in the source text, the question arises as to how it
is reflected in the translations of Nakj al-Balagha. Does this literary structure carry the same
conceptual burden in the target text as in the original? Have the translators attended to both
meaning and form in the translation process?

With these questions in mind, and based on recognition of the importance of antimetabole in
the sermons of Nahj al-Balagha, the present study evaluates the translations of Mohammad
Dashti and Abd al-Majid Ma‘adikhah as case studies. It examines their performance in
rendering antimetabole-based fragments and finally presents the findings to the reader.

Literature Review

Studies show that although Ibn al-Mu‘tazz was the first to author Kitab al-Badi ‘, he did not
mention antimetabole in that work. Later, Badr al-Din Ibn Malik discussed it in detail in his
abridgment of al-Sakkaki’s Miftah al-Ulum, titled Al-Misbah fi al-Ma ‘ani, al-Bayan wa al-
Badi . Subsequent scholars such as al-Qazwini in Al-l1dah fi Ulum al-Balagha and al-Taftazani
in Al-Mutawwal also addressed the topic. Almost all of these works, however, limit themselves
to citing a few examples from Quranic verses or Arabic poetry and do not refer to other texts
such as Nahj al-Balagha. The only researcher who has briefly mentioned antimetabole in Na#j
al-Balagha is Mohammad Khaghani in The Effects of Rhetoric in Nahj al-Balagha, where he
restricts himself to explaining a few instances in the section on aphorisms. No previous study
has examined how this technique is reflected in translations of Nahj al-Balagha, which
underscores the need for the present research.

Methodology

Since Imam Ali, peace be upon him, frequently employed this technique in his sermons and
conveyed many of his concepts and ideas through it, this study analyzes, in a descriptive
analytical manner, the translators’ performance regarding the reconstruction or neglect of this
technique during the translation process. Extracted fragments are evaluated from both semantic
and structural perspectives.
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Conclusion

1.

In some cases, the translators preferred lexical diversity, collocation, and verbal
correspondence. Instead of repeating the same word or negating it in the second part of
the expression to preserve antimetabole, they used synonyms or antonyms of the first
word, so the chain of antimetabole was not completed. This shows that lexical variety
and the transfer of meaning were as important to the translators as recreating the
antimetabole technique.

In certain instances, the complexity of the source text and the speaker’s lexical choices
made the translators’ task difficult, leading to ambiguity, semantic drift, or
overtranslation. As a result, the minimalism and linguistic economy inherent in
antimetabole were sometimes ignored in the target text.

Although in literary translation both semantic clarity and the implementation of artistic
structures are important, it cannot be claimed that every rhetorical technique in the
source language, especially antimetabole, must necessarily be reproduced in the target
language. Failure to do so does not automatically mean that the translator has failed,
since in some contexts avoiding antimetabole may actually be required. At times,
reconstructing the technique in the target language may even distance the text from its
intended meaning. For this reason, both translators prioritized meaning and performed
well from the semantic perspective.

Given the bipartite nature of antimetabole, Dashti generally rendered each segment in
its corresponding part without reordering, addition, or delay in translation. Ma‘adikhah,
by contrast, occasionally resorted to reordering when necessary to express the intended
meaning more clearly.
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Persian and Arabic References Presented in English

The Holy Qur’an. [In Arabic]

Ibn al-Mu‘tazz, Abt al-‘Abbas ‘Abd Allah. (2012). Kitab al-badi* [The book of rhetorical figures].
Beirut: Cultural Books Foundation. [In Arabic]

Bin Zafir al-Shahri, ‘Abd al-Hadi. (2004). Istiratijiyyat al-khitab [Discourse strategies]. Beirut:
United New Book House. [In Arabic]

Bin Malik, Badr al-Din. (n.d.). Al-misbah fi al-ma‘ant wa al-bayan wa al-badi‘ [The lamp of
semantics, rhetoric, and eloguence]. n.p.: n.p. [In Arabic]
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